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DEUTERONOMY. 



jWhat is the title of the fifth book of Moses, 
- and what does it imply? N. B. The term 
I Deuteronomy is taken from the Septuagint, 
J and signifies Second Law, or a repetition of 
the Law, from the fact, that it contains a 
recapitulation of the principal laws in the 
foregoing books, accompanied with the most 
animated exhortations and solemn warnings 
to the people. Viewed as the conclusion of 
the whole Pentateuch, it may properly be 
compared to the application or practical im- 
provement of a Sermon, for which it furnishes 
a model of unparalleled excellence. 
At what time were the various instructions, 
precepts, counsels, &c. of this book deliver- 
ed to the people? Ans. In the two fast 
months of Moses' life, and o? <!k\fe fatftefo. 
year of their wanderings. TV^ ^t^ v*^ 
regarded therefore as bis dymtt ftaas^ ^ ^ 
nation of Israel. 



CHAPTER X. 

Where and when were the words of this book 
delivered to the children of Israel? N. B. 
As Jordan and the plain here spoken of 
were at a great distance from the Red Sea, 
and as the word Sea is not in the original, it 
is probable this term, instead of Red Sea 
should be rendered Zuph-. or Staph, being in 
all likelihood the same place with that men- 
tioned Num. 21. 14. 

From what period in their history does Moses 
begin his narrative? 

What command came to the congregation al 
that time, and by what motive was it enfor- 
ced? v.&— 8 

How long had they then remained at Mount 
Horeb? Comp. Ex. 19. 1. and Nam. 10. 11, 

What plan did Moses adopt in order to diminish 
his cares t 

Does the account of this matter as here related 
differ in any respect from that given Ex. ch 
18? N, B. Nothing w said in the formei 
place r e sp e c ti ng the pari which ike peoplt 
took in the choice of these officers. Fron 
what Moses here says of it, it appears to have 
been very similar to the transaction recordec 
Acts 6. 8—6, and probably to that also men 
*k>ned Acts 14, 23. 

Wh*}chargea does Moses say lie m?3 to Vtes 

°ffic%rs? 



What docs he say of their journev after leaviig 

Horeh? 
Whither did they then come, and what does lie 

relate as having occurred there ? 
How does the statement of facts comport with 

the account previously given? See Num. 

13. 
How does Moses here characterise their con 

duct in that transaction? v. 32. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Whither did they then take their journey ( 
What command did the people receive relative 

to passing through the coasts of Esau, or the 

land of Edom, and what were the reasons 

given for it? 
What orders were given respecting the Moah* 

ites and Ammonites, and why? 
Whose descendants were the Moabites and 

Ammonites? Gen. 19. 37, 38. 
How long a period elapsed from their leaving 

Kadesh-Barnea till they crossed the brook of 

Zercd, and what happened to that generation 

in the meantime? 
What commission was given \h&m \w t<jfc\fct\. 

to the country of Sihon, wYiaV \*ete ^toa <&£- 
cumstances connected with t\\*.V *S&\** *^ 
wlmt the final result? 

A 2 



Were the Amorites dealt with thus sever 
merely for opposing in a hostile manner 
march of the Israelites? Gen. 15. 16. 



Whither did they next proceed, and whom 
they encounter and overcome ? 

What remarkable relic of Og was preserve 

What disposal was made of the conque 
countries? 

What did Moses say to Joshua at that ti 
and what prayer did he make for himsc 

What answer did he receive? 



CHAPTER IV. 

What exhortationsdoes Moses give the pco 

and by what considerations does he enf< 

them? 
What reason was given by him to dissi 

thenvfrom idolatry? v. 15. 
What threatening did hej denounce) aga 

them in case of disobedience? v. 25. 26 

What motives does he set before them wl 

could not apply to any othet ^coipWt \ .* 



How many cities did Moses appropriate to a 
particular purpose on the East of Jordan, 
and what was that purpose? 



CHAPTER V.-VXZ. 

What is the principal subject of the fifth chap 
ter? 

What of the sixth ? 

What great truth is taught in ch. 6. v. 4? 

What is the consequent duty derived from it ? 
v. 5. 

What charge is given relative to their children? 
v.7. 

By what methods were they required to keep 
in mind the wonderful works of God in their 
behalf? 

What did Moses charge them relative to then- 
conduct when they should have entered the 
promised land? * 

What orders were given them as to their treat- 
ment of the Canaanitish nations? ch. 7. 
1—6. 

What threatenings and promises were con- 
nected with this charge? v. 8 — 17. 

By what considerations were they to encour- 
age themselves against their enemies when 
tempted to despond? v. 18 — 20. 
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ftr what purpose does Moses say the Lord had 
made them to wander forty years in the wil- 
derness? v. 1 — 5. 

What was the practical duty to be deduced 
from this severe discipline? v. 6. 

What description is given of the good land to 
which they were to be brought? 

What cautions are given them in connection 
with their cheering prospects? v. 11 — 20. 



What assurance .is given the people in the first 

part of this chapter? v. 1— -3. 
What erroneous opinions does Moses strive to 

guard them against? v. 4. 6. 
What humbling considerations does he then 

set before them? v. 7. 29. 
What practical improvement does he suggest 

of the various incidents above-mentioned? 

ch. 10. 12—22. 
In what manner was the blessing and the curse 

to be set before them when they should have 

arrived in the land of Canaan? ch. 11. 26 — 

32. 
Was this accordingly done? Josl\. 8 f 32 — 35. 



How were they to dispose of the monuments 
- of idolatry which they should find among 

the Canaanites? 
Where were their own religious rites to be per- 
formed? v. 5> 6. 
Was there any exception to this rule allowed? 

v. 15. 16. 
What charge was given [them respecting the 

Levite? 
How is this command to be observed at the 

present day? 1 Cor. 9. 10—14. 
What was to be done with enticers to idolatry ? 

v. 42—18. 
In. what respects were the children of. Israel to 

be distinguished from other people? ch. 14. 

3,22. 
What was required of them provided they did 

not eat the tithes of their increase before the 

Lord? v. 24^-27, 
How were they to dispose of it every third 

year? v. 28, 29. 



What provision was made for poor &&tam. ) w& 
what habitual disposition wexefosY raspivrek- 
tojmrciae towards their poor Ywtfitawoft ^ 



to 

Does Christianity breathe the same spirit? 
James 2. 15, 16. 

What command was given relative to Hebrew 
servants? v. 12 — 15. 

What if they chose to remain? v. 16 — 18. . 

What was to be done with the male firstlings of 
cattle? v. 19—23. 

What were the three annual feasts at each of 
which the people were required to assemble 
at the appointed place? ch. 16. 1 — 7. 

What magistrates were to be appointed in all 
the gates of the people, throughout their 
tribes, and what were to be their duties? v. 
18—20. 

What punishment was to be inflicted upon 
individual idolaters? ch. 17. 2 — 7. 

What was to be done in difficult cases of judg- 
ment? v. 8. 9. ^ 

How were those to be dealt with who refused 
to abide by the decision? v. 10 — 13. 

What new kind of Ruler does Moses intimate 
would he appointed after they should be 
settled in the land of Promise? v. 16. 

By what rules was the choice to be regylated, 
and what duties were to be incumbent^ojv 
him when chosen? v. 15 — 20. 
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large is given respecting the portions 
j Priests and Levites? v. 1 — 8. 
ommand was given respecting witch- 
charms, &c? v, 9 — 14. 
markable interdiction is to be found in 
hapter, and to whom does it refer? v. 
19. Acts 3! 20—26. 
as to be done with false prophets, and 
rere they to be known? 



ere the laws respecting ancient land 

j? v. 14. . 

recept elsewhere alluded to? Job. 24 

>v. 22. 28. 

lie is given respecting witnesses in 

ml cases? v. 15. 

is to be the punishment of false wit- 

1? v. 16—21. 



is to be the duty of the pne&\&^\\fc\*. 
yple went out to battle! *. \— A. 
ight the officers permit to "inflates* 
engagement! v. 5 — 9. 
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What proclamation was to be made to the cities 

tQ which they came? v. 10. 
How were they to be treated if they accepted 

peace? 
How if they refused it? 
With what nations were they to make no terms 

at all, and why? v. 16—18. 
What were they required to spare in a siege? 

v. 19, 20. 



What was to be done when one was (bund slain 
in the land, and the murderer unknown 1 
v.l— 9. 

Under what regulations was art Israelite per* 
mitted to marry a captive maid? v. 10—14. 

Was the first born son to be disinherited because 
his mother was less beloved than another 
wife of his father? v. 15—17. N. & This 
passage contains an implied toleration ol 
Polygamy, although not a sanctum of it. 

What was to be done with a rebellious son? v. 
18—21. 

What law was given as to malefactors, who 
were bung? v. 22>2&. 
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Is the precept here given concerning divorce to 

be understood as a command, or as a permis- 
sion! Mat. 19. 7,8. 
What are the only proper grounds of a divorce ? 

Mat. 19. 9. ICor. 7. 15. 
What privilege was granted to men during the 

first year of their marriage? v. 5. 
What punishment was to be inflicted upon the 

man-stealer? 
Is this a crime practised at the present day, 

and one condemned in the New Testament? 

1 Tim. 1. 10. 
What law was given respecting the wages of 

servants? v. 14. 15. 
What rule were they to observe when gathering 

their harvest or vintage? v. 19 — 22> 
In what instance do we find this precept acted 

upon? Ruth 2. 2, 8. 
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How many stripes might be inflicted on a mal- 
efactor? 

What appears to have been the nambet *&\»s3\3 
bestowed in ordinary cases 1 1 Cot. W**X« 
25- N. B. They probably *&»&*& o\» \ 
order to make sure of not e&cm&^&feta* 



14 * riiewiio* 



***** *V' U , ^vred to 

Iff mC * ^eA oSGt *<** \cy 

sr*ct»« *• v -* 
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Which of the tribes were to stand upon Gerizioij 
and for what purpose? N. B. The tribes 
appointed to bless were descended from 
Leah and Rachel, the free-women, to whom 
the promise of blessing more especially be- 
longed. 

Which of them upon Mount Ebal, and for 
what purpose? 

Against what kind of sins are the curses more 
directly pointed? Ans. Secret sins; the 
commission of which might escape detection 
by the magistrates or others. These awful 
denunciations would teach transgressors, 
that though their crimes might elude the 
discovery of their fellow men, yet they could 
not escape the eye of God, and therefore they 
were not to promise themselves impunity. 

How were the people on their part to ratify 
these sentences? 

What is the import of the word Amen! Ans, 
Verily — So be U — So shall it be. 



In what respects would the people be blessed 
provided they continued obedient? v. L— 14 
How would they be cursed on su^pfeVtarci <& ^ 

contrary course? v. 15 — 68. 
Of what does Moses remind 1\nb pe*s^\e Vcl <& 
& 1—9, and for what purposed n . \0— ■ * 
Beetle the last verse of ch. 5». 
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What gracious promises succeed the awful 
threatboings denounced in this connection? 
ch. 30. 1—11. 

In what manner does Moses solemnly conclude 
his exhortations in ch. 30? v. 15 — 20. 



In what manner does Moses encourage the 
people and Joshua? 

To whom did he deliver the law, and with what 
instructions? 

What command did the Lord give Moses to- 
wards the end of his days, and what predic- 
tion did he utter to him? 

What was Moses commanded to write, and what 
purpose was to be answered by it? v. 19 — 22, 

What charge did he give to Joshua? 

What to the Levites? v. 25-^30. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

To the top of what mountain did Moses ascend, 

and what did the Lord there shew to him y 

and sav to him? 

Where die ' Mnses die, and where was he buried ? 

Was his sepulchre ever afterwatdafovixA 1 *. 

Vbat was the orobable reason of tYua *<wta«*ta 
ment? 9. v;U io a 



17 

Was the ministration of angels probably era* 
ployed in the burial of Moses? Jade v. 9. 

How old was Moses when he died, and what is 
said of his natural powers at the day of his 
death? 

Was this chapter probably annexed, by some 
other hand to the writings of Moses ? N. B. 
It is supposed to have been written either by 
Joshua, Samuel, or Ezra. 

How long did the people mourn for Moses? 

Who succeeded him in office, and how was ho 
endowed for that purpose ? 

What is the general character given of Moses ? 

"SVhat were the principal points in which Moses 
bore a typical resemblance to Christ? N. 
B. 1 . As Moses was the instrument of deliv- 
ering the people of God from temporal bon- 
dage in Egypt, so doth Christ redeem his 
people from spiritual thraldom. 2. As Moses 
stood between God and the people in the 
giving of the Law, so is Christ the great 
Mediator between God and his people in the 
Covenant of grace. 3. As Moses was faith- 
ful in all God's house, so is Christ in all 
things pertaining to the Church. 4. As 
Moses was a distinguished Prophet and 
Teacher in Israel, so is Christ pre-eminently 
the great Prophet and Teacher of his people, 



id 



JOSHUA. 



How do the books upon which we now enter, 
extending to the book of Job, differ from the 
preceding ones, and from the remaining wri- 
tings of the Old Testament? Ans. They are 
chiefly historical, whereas those of Moses are 
termed the law, and the others the prophets. 

Does the history contained in them go back to 
a remoter period of antiquity than that of 
any authentic profane writer? N. B. Al- 
though ancient historians have some broken 
and fabulous traditions extending back to 
this period, yet Herodotus, who is called the 
Father of History, lived about one thousand 
years after the date of this book. 

Why is this called the book of Joshua? N. B. 
From Joshua and his deeds being the princi- 
pal subject of it, and himself perhaps the 
writer. 

What internal evidence does it contain of hav- 
ing been written by Joshua? See ch. 5. 1 — 
b\ 25.-24. 26. 

What are its general contents? Ans. The en- 
trance of the children of Israel into the land 
of Canaan — the conquest of Canaan — the 

distribution of the country amcm^Vhfc wss- 

eral tribes — the establishment of re\\£\OTv— 
*na the death nf T^l™,*, 
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How long a period of time does it embrace? 
N. B. It is supposed to cover the space of 
about seventeen years; from the death of 
Moses to that of Joshua. 

Is this book refered to and quoted by subse- 
quent inspired writers so as to prove it enti- 
tled to a place in the canon? Heb. 13. a. 
James 2. 25. Heb. 11. 30,31. 



CHAPTER!. 

What command andypromise came to Joshua 

after the death of Moses? 
What was typically taught by the death of 

Moses and the succession of Joshua, before 

the people had actually entered the land of 

promise? Gal. 3.24. John 1. 17. 
Where was the river Jordan situated, and for 

what did it afterwards become remarkable? 

Mat. 3. 6, 13. 
What special charges, instructions, and encour- 
agements, did the Lord give to Joshua? v« 

6—9. 
What did Joshua do in pursuance of these 

orders? 
Had the manna at this time ceased to fall? ch 

5.11,12. 
Was this command probably toefote ot «&k& ^o& 

return of the spies? ch. 2. 2&. T* ."*. ^>* 
spies were no 4oubt sent duxta% ^ ^* 
days 9 mourning for Moses. 
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What did he say to the Reubenites, Gadites, 

and half tribe of Manasseh? 
What answer did the body of the people,through 

their elders, make to Joshua 9 - 
Are we to swear allegiance to the captain of 

our salvation? 



CHAPTER II. 

What melhocl did Joshua adopt to obtain infor- 
mation respecting the city of Jericho? 

Relate the circumstances tind success of their 
expedition ? 

Is Rahab's present, or her former character 
indicated by the epithet applied to her? 

Is • her conduct in this affair especially com- 
mended in the New Testament? Heb. 11. 
31, James 2. 25. 

In what sense is she said to have been "justified 
by her works? 1 ' N. B. The Apostle repre- 
sents the justification of Rahab and Abra- 
ham in the same light, viz. that by their 
works or practical conduct in trying circum- 
stances, they each of them clearly evinced 
before men the existence of that principle 
of faith by which they were justified before 
God. Their obedience made good their 
claims to the character of believers. 
What is to be thought of her nnswet Vo \W 
&*ng m s messengers? N. B. "W\\aX *\\e shCy 
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true of some other persons. But if meant 
of the spies, it may perhaps be in some- 
measure excused on the ground, that decep- 
tions and stratagems of war, practised upon 
enemies and persecutors are not absolutely 
forbidden in the Scriptures; and if there 
was no other conceivable way by which she 
could save them, or act according to her 
faith, it is proper to put the most charitable 
construction upon her conduct which it will 
admit of, though by no means to be adduced 
as an example in ordinary cases. See cases 
somewhat similar, 2 Sam, 16. 18, 19. — 17. 
20. 2 Kings 6 19. 

How does Rahab's name stand elsewhere hon- 
orably distinguished in the Scripture. Mat- 
thew 1. 5. 

What did she say to the spies after the pursuers 
were gone, and what recompense did she 
demand for her services? 

Was her anxiety for her relatives a fruit of true 
grace? Rom. 10. 1. 

What assurance did the men give- her, and how 
was their escape effected? 

What directions did she give them, and what 
did they require of her in order to the fulfil- 
ment of their promise? 

What further evidence jiid she immediately 
give of her faith? v. 21, 

What is said respecting the return <& fabfe^vsa 
and what report did they mate to So&vW* 

Was this league with a Canaax&iidb x*oto»3 

cmtrary to the precept in De*xt, T . «* 1 
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B. This command was to be observed ad a 
general rule, but subsequent facts shew that 
it might on particular occasions be dispensed 
with. 



Whither did they remove from Shittim, and 
how long did they lodge there? v. 5. 

What orders did the officers give the people 
after the expiration of the three days men- 
tioned above, ch. 1. 10, 11 ? 

How far distant from the ark were the people 
required to march, and for what reason? 

What commands did Joshua give to the People 
and to the Priests? 

What did the Lord now say to Joshua? 

Did the Lcrd Jesus, the antitype of Joshua, 
begin also to be magnified at the river Jordan 
and near or at this very place ? John 1. 28. 
N. B. Bethabara, the place Where John bap- 
tised, and where Christ himself probably 
submitted to that ordinance, signifies house 
of passage, and is thought by many to have 
received its name from the passage of the 
Israelites under Joshua. 

What did Joshua say to the people previous to 
their entering the river? v. 9— -11. 
For what purpose were the twelve men selected 

one of each tribe? ch. 4.3. 
* hat prophetic information does Yife gweXaft 
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that they had as yet been informed how they 
were to cross the river; but being strong 
in faith they staggered not at seeming im- 
possibilities. 

What was the condition of the river at this 
season? 

Relate the circumstances of their passage? 

Wliere were the priests stationed with the ark 
while the people passed over? 

Of what is this passage over Jordan typical ? 
Jer. 12. 5. 

What gives support to the dying believer in 
making this passage? 

Have we any striking allusion to this even! 
in the Psalms? Ps. 114. 



CHAPTER IV. 

What command did the Lord give to Joshua 
when the people were all passed over, and 
what did he do in compliance with it? . 

What was the design of this step? 

Who are said in the 8th v. to have executed 
this order, and why is it attributed to them? 
N. B. This is one of the numerous instances 
occuring in Scripture, in which a com\ft.wj 
or multitude are said to do that v»\vvoYv V% 
done by their constituted agents — a ^ftvwcv 
pJe of gwat importance when conBU&sre& ve 

relation to ecclesiastical proceedings. 
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Was there more than one heap of stones erected 
on this occasion? 

Who came last out of the river, and who 
marched in front? 

Was this according to a prior understanding? ' 

How did the people henceforward regard 
Joshua? 

Did the Priests wait for a special command 
before they came up out of the river? 

What followed immediately upon their emer* 
ging? 

At what time was this passage made; how long 
after they left Egypt ; and where did they 
encamp? N s B. It was forty years lacking 
five days after the departure from Egypt • the 
remaining days being necessary to prepara- 
tion for the Passover* 

Is it intimated that these stones were to remain 
for a long period where they are placed? N, 
Bi As John is supposed to have baptised at 
this place, it is not improbable that he might 
have alluded to this heap when he said ; "God 
is able, of these stones, to raise np children 
to Abraham." 



CHAPTER V. 



Jefoir were the Canaanites affected bv the new3 

V 

of Israel's arrival on their coasted 
'f what prophec.v was this * foXkWtwV.I "8a* 

7/7 1.4 1 ~r 
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What was Joshua commanded to do, and what 
was the occasion of it? N. B. The omis- 
sion in this case was probably with the 
divine connivance, as the people knew not 
the precise times when they were to march, 
and a removal immediately after the opera- 
tion, might have been dangerous to tender 
infants. Moreover^ as one design of this 
rite was to distinguish the Israelites from all 
other people, it was not so necessary to be 
administered while they were secluded from 
the world for forty years in the wilderness. 
This case however is not to be pleaded as au- 
thorising the neglect or postponement of any 
divine ordinance in common circumstances. 

How long did they abide in their camp? 

What is meant by "rolling away the reproach 
of Egypt?" N. B. By their being brought 
in triumph to the promised land, and put in 
possession of the covenanted blessings stipu- 
lated to the seed of Abraham, of which 
circumcision was the seal on their part, the 
reproach or disgrace of their Egyptian bon- 
dage was rolled away, and therefore the 
place was called Gilgal, which signifies 
rolling. 

At what time did the people keep the passover ; 
when did the manna cease ; and what did 
they eat instead of it ? 

What miraculous appearance vra» Tra&& \s> 

Joshua near Jericho? 
How did he accost him, and w\vaX «a««« &v 

he receive ? NB, Joshua^ raftv AvAVw 

c 



to {lie stranger evinced both his great cour- 
age," 'tmdJua concern for the people, "So 
heartily i °1 *BrHin* L T* i D Israel's interests, 
that none shalDstand by him with the face 
cf a man, but h* will know whether lie be 
a friend or a^"foe«*«fci«T. 

What honour*' did Josfina pay to him, and 
whom dnqhtiii- lad shew hiin to have been'! 
ch.6.2. y ^ 

Why tlid bet probably assume that ap^an 
N. B. Hiiappeu ranee as an armed mb^was 
virtual (paction of the war in wfiiClt^ 
Ted, and a pledge that Ho 






What peculiar titl 
Wv in reftreaci 
k : 55. 




Whatw 

What .Ik! tJ l*MM 

Joslllia? V;'i!-~.\ ( 

What did .losing ami 

ance of Iftesi . 

Were the people 

.«j/cnco?'i: 10. 

fit what order did the Priests, araiei row, &lc. 

more forward ? 



al the people do in pursu- 
ers ??•. G— 9_ 
aired to inarch in perfect 
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What did Joshua say to the people at the sev 
enth circuit on the seventh day ? N. B. As 
it does not appear that the people were 
informed how they were to cross the Jordan 
till they came4o the river's bank, so on this 
occasion Joshua fovbore to tell them how 
they were to become masters of the city, till 
they had compassed it six times. Their im- 
plicit obedience therefore strikingly evinced 
their faith; which is commended by the 
Apostle, Heb. 11. 80. 

What did he say concerning the city and its 
inhabitants, and what charges did he give 
tlfcm as to the disposal of. the spoil? 

WhaVcame to pass when the people shouted, 
anck what did they do hereupon? 

What was done for Rahatoand her family ? t . 

Of wha was this typical ?'. 

How didJoshua adjure tjie people-at that time? 

What similar instance M the imposition of an 
oath mw be given! 1 Sam. 14. 24. 

Did this prophetic curse afterwards come to 
pass, andYipon^whom? 1 Kings 16. 34. N. 
B. The delineation here mentioned did not 
extend to tlW future inhabitants of the city, 
but to him *nly who should attempt to re- 
build it. ^PAr it was inhabited in the times 
of Elijah juitn Elisha, and af^o of Christ. 

What is said or, the celebrity ^hich Jostaxxsv. 
acquired in these transactional 

i ' x 

/ ? \ 
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By what means was the anger of Ged against 
the whole congregation incurred? 

On what occasion did the divine displeasure 
manifest itself? v. 2 — 5^ 

What did the Elders and Joshua do in these 
circumstances? 

What pleas did Joshua make in his prayer? 

What answer did he obtain from God, as to the 
cause of the disaster, and what was he re^ 
quired to do? v. 10- — 15. 

Why does the Lord say "Israel hath sinned,'* 
when it was the offence of one man? 1 Cor .5.6. 

How did Joshua proceed in obedience to the 
divine command?' 

What was the tribe, family &c. of the offender, 
and how were they designated? Ans. Prob- 
ably by lot, the issues of which were deter- 
mined by a special interposition of Provi- 
dence, according to Prov. 16.. 33. 

What did Joshua say to him, and what was 
his confession? 1 

How does James speak of the process of suc- 
cessful temptation? James 14, 15. 

How did Joshua ascertain the truth of his 
words, and what was done with the articles t 

What did they then do in executing the pun- 

ishment on Achan? 
What did Joshua say to him, an4 \sy ^fc 
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Were his family slain with him? eh. 22. *A» 
N. B. Possibly they might have been acces- 
sary to the crime; at any rate, no injustice 
was done them; and the example would 
point out the exceeding enormity of the 
crime in the most affecting and alarming 

manner. 

flow was the affair commemorated, what was 
the effect of it, and what name was the 
place designated by? N. B! Achor signifies 
trouble; and Achan himself in the subse- 
quent history, 1 Chron. 2. 7. is called Achar. 

What allusion do we elsewhere find to this 
place, and how is it to be understood ? Hos. 2. 
15. N. B. By the "valley of Achor for a door of 
hope," may be meant, that as the children of 
Israel at their first entrance upon the prom- 
ised land experienced in this valley trouble- 
some beginings, which| ended happily, so 
those to whom the Prophet spake might take 
that circumstance as a pledge that their 
present afflictions should be succeeded by 
the most signal mercies. 

What important practical lesson is taught by 
this whole narrative? Ans. That it is dan- 
gerous tampering with temptation — that our 
sins will sooner or later find us out — that 
condign punishment will inevitably over- 
take the guilty — that the transgressions of 
one or a few may subject a w\vo\fe c«twcc^- 
nity to heavy judgments — auA VVaaX vflasso 
the divine favor is once forfeited \s^j V* 

tfumpiuous slu it is with extteira ASSRr^ 
recovered. q q 
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How was Joshua encouraged and what was he 
instructed by God to do? 

In what respects was the capture of the city 
to differ from that of Jericho? 

Is it to be inferred from this that stratagems 

' of war are lawful? N. B. They are un- 
doubtedly as lawful as war itself is. 

Why were so many men employed in this 
expedition ? . N. B. From the ease with which 
Jericho had fallen into their hands, Joshua 
and the people were perhaps too sure of 
uninterrupted success. They were here 
taught that their utmost efforts were neces- 
sary, and the whole force of Israel was to 
be brought into the field against their en- 
emies. 

How many of the enemy fell that day? 

What was done with the spoil, and what with 
the king of Ai? 

What did Joshua do on Mount Ebal, and in 
obedience to what command? Deut. 27. 4 — G. 



What measures did the Canaan itish Kings 
enter into to withstand Joshua? 
What people excepted themselves from this 
alliance, and what plan did they a&o^t. ^ 
*° effect their preservation? v. 3— fc. 
U21S a powerful people? ch.10.^. 
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By what other uame were the Gibeonites cal- 
led? ch. 11. 19. 
What did the men of Israel say to them? 
What answer did they give* to Joshua, when 

asked where they came from? v. 9 — 13. 
What did the Israelites do to satisfy themselves 

of the truth of this statement, and what was 

the result? v. 14, 15. 
What was there that was highly sinful in their 

conduct on this occasion? v. 14. Prov. 3. C. 
How long was it before they came to their 

cities, and discovered the imposition that had 

been practised upon them? 
What appears to have been the ground of 

the congregation's murmuring against the 

princes. 
What did the princes answer them, and to what 

were the Gibeonites condemned for their 

treachery ? 
Is the violation of treaties pointedly forbidden 

in the Strictures? Rom. 1.31. 1 Tim. 1. 9, 

10. 2 Tim. 3. 3. 
"What did Joshua say to them, and how did they 

answer him? 
What name were they subsequently called by, 

and what does it signify ? 1 Chron. 9. 2. N. 

B. Nethinim signifies "the given" 
What remark of our Saviour is illustrated by 

this conduct of the Gibeonites ? Luke 10 , 8. 
May their conduct on this occa«\o\0Mb ^^V* 8 ^ 

in any respect as a pattern to «\t&& \s«o? 
Ps. 2. 12. Luke 14. 32. 



32 



CHAPTER X. 

Where did Adoni-bezek reign, and what does* 
his name imply ? N. B. The name signifies 
Lord of righteousness; and as he reigned at 
Salem or Jerusalem, it is thought probable 
that he might have been a descendant of 
Melchizedek, as the names are of similar 
import. 

How was he affected by the conquests of Israel, 
and the Gibeonite's league with them, and 
what politic measures did he take? v. 1 — 4, 

Did the four Kings come into the project, ^tnd 
what did they do in consequence ? 

What conduct similar to this is sometimes to he 
seen in spiritual things? John 15. 18, 19. 

What course was taken by the men of Gibeon 
in their extremity? 

Did Joshua comply, and how was he en- 
couraged? 

At what time did he pass up from Gilgal, and 
what was the result of his attack? 

In what miraculous manner did the Lord fight 
against them? 

What other stupendous miracle was wrought 
, at this time at the command of Joshua? 

How does the fact here recorded agree with the 

modem system of astronomy? N. B. It is 

according to the general analogy of &cty$- 

ture to speak of things as they appear Yo V*. 
**ther than as they actually arc. 
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What opportunity was afforded to the Israelites 
by this interposition? v. 13. 

Did this day become famous afterwards, and 
how was it commemorated? N. B. The 
Book of Jasher is supposed to have been a 
collection of records or poems concerning 
the chief events of the wars of Israel, which 
has long since perished. 

What is stated in the 15th verse? N. B. As 
this verse is precisely the same wkh the last 
in this chapter, it has probably been mispla- 
ced and inserted here by the error of ancient 
transcribers; for it is scarcely credible that 
Joshua should have broken off in the midst 
of a victory, before apprehending the Kings, 
and returned twenty or thirty miles to the 
camp. 

What became of the five Kings, and the rest 
of the enemy? 

What did Joshua order to be done with them? 

What was the fate of Makkedah? 

What other places were successively des- 
troyed? 

Where were Joshua's head-quarters to which 
he returned after these victories? 



What measure did the xema\TVY&% "VsLvw^ ^ 
Canaan adopt in view ot \Saa Vkn»^ ^ 
conquests of the Israel*^ 
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Which was the head of all these Kingdoms? 
v. 10. 

What is said of the number of their forces ? N. 
B. Josephus tells us it was between two and 
three hundred thousand. 

Wrere did this hostile army pitch? 

How did the Lord encourage Joshua, and what 
did he bid him do with the horses and cha- 
riots? 

What was probably the reason of this com- 
mand? N. B. The Israelites might have 
been tempted to appropriate the horses and 
chariots to their own use in carrying on the 
war; but as God designed that their victo- 
ries should be achieved in another manner, 
they were ordered to disable the one, and 
burn up the other. See Hos. 2. 7. 

In what manner did Joshua fall upon them, and 
what was the result? 

What passage in the Psalms is strikingly ap- - 
plicable to this event? Ps. 33. 16, 17. 

What city did Joshua destroy after turning 
back, and what is said of the entireness of 
the destruction? 

What did he do with the capital cities of all 
the Kings, and why? 

What was done with the cities which "stood 
still in their strength," or surrendered be- 
fore their fortifications were destroyed ? 

W)mt territories did Joshua become possessed 

o£ and how long did he continue V\\e v*wc 

with these Kings ? N. B. The l\me wravpv.- 
*°> £*S computed frnm th« ncm o£ OV&, <^V 
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14, 7, 10, is supposed to have, been between 
six and seven years. 

What was the only city that made peace with 
Joshua, and why did not others follow this 
example ? 

What nation did Joshua cut off from the moun- 
tains, and why is special mention made of 
it here? Num. 13.33. 

Were, any of them left and where did they re- 
side? 

What celebrated individual subsequently 
, sprung from this stock ? 1 Sam. 17. 5. 

What disposal did Joshua make of the conquer- 
ed country ? 



What did the Lord say to Joshua when he was 
old and stricken in years? ch. 13. 1. 

What was to be the inheritance of the tribe of 
Levi ?ch. 13.14. 

How was the number of the twelve tribes, ac- 
cording to the number of the sons of Israel, 
complete without including that of Levi? 
ch.14. 4. 

What did Caleb say to Joshua when they were 
assembled in Gilgal, and what taTna&& && 
he make ? 

Did he obtain his request, and "w\val ^*» ^ 
previotis name of his inheritance 
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What enemies did he drive from them? 

What alluring offer did he hold out? 

Who obtained the prize, and what did he gain 
in addition? ch. 15. 18 — 20. 

What nation could not he drive out, and why? 
ch. 15. 63. Judg. 2. 21. N. B. As the 
expulsion of these devoted nations is no 
doubt emblematic of the extermination of 
the sins of believers, the Jebusites which 
still clung around the sacred city of Jeru 
salem, the seat of worship may not unfitly 
represent those inward corruptions or heart 
sins, which are the last to be subdued by 
the spirit of grace? / 

What provision had the Lord made for the 
daughters of Zelophehad, and what was 
the success of the claim which they now 
presented ? ch. 17. 3, 4. Num. 27. 7. 

What was the plea of the children of Joseph, 
and what answer did they obtain? ch. 17. 
14—18. 



CHAPTER XVHX--XXI. 

Where was the Tabernacle set up afrer being 

removed fromGilgal? N. B. Shiloh was no 

doubt selected from its central position. The 

intino is the same with that by which Jacob 

predicted the Messiah. Gen. *4$.\ft. 

toiirJong did it remain at t\\\s \>Vm», t»A «sv\ 

What nrnnci^. n -.. rnn ;+ MAV »rvtTAA 7 S\p>.e.\^fo.\W, 
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m 

4. N. B. The whole time was between three 
and four hundred years. 

Bow many tribes remained to be provided 
with inheritances at this time, and what 
measure did Joshua propose for complex 
ting the distribution. 

Was it done accordingly? 

Why was the inheritance of Simeon taken out 
of that of Judah? ch. 19. 9. 

Was this in fulfilment of prophecy? Gen, 49. 
7. N. B. Simeon and Levi were to be scat- 
tered among the tribes for their treachery 
and cruelty towards the Shechemites. 

What command did the Lord give to Joshua 
respectingthe appointment of certain cities? 
ch.28.1. 

What directions are given relative to the man- 
ner in which these cities were to be made 
use of? v. a— 6. 

How long was the manslayer to abide in the 
city? 

What request did the heads of the Levites 
bring to Joshua and Eleazer, and on what 
was it founded? ch. 21. 2. Num. 35. 2—8. 

Did they comply, and how many cities were 
assigned? v. 41. N. B. This is a larger 
number than appears to have fallen to any 
of the other tribes, except Judah, though 
Levi was one of the least among them. 
The reason probably was thai lihfcYfcN^s& 
dwelt only in cities, whereas && dfiwstVcfc** 
were not thus confined, but Nfetfc ftte^ 6 * 

at large over the country. 
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| How is the faithfulness of God in fulfilling hi 
- promises acknowledged ? ch. 21 . 43 — 45. 



!! 
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With what words did Joshua dismiss Reubei 

Gad, and Manasseh? v. 1 — 6. 
With what' booty did they return home? 
What did they do when they came to the boi 

ders of Jordan? 
How were the rest of the people affected, whe 

they heard of this affair, and what occc 

sioned their indignation ? Deut. 12. 13, 14 
What did they do under these circumstances 
How did these messengers remonstrate wit 

the three tribes? v. 16—20. 
What did they say in vindication of then 

selves? v. 21— 29. 
Were Phineas and the heads of the congregs 

tion satisfied with this explanation, an 

what did they answer? 
How was their report of the affair receive 

by the whole body of the people? 
What did they call the altar, and why? 



• •>* 



-IV. 



What is Joshua said to have dons aftst \vfc\c 
become advanced in yeatsl 
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By what motives does he exhort them to be 
steadfast in God's service? 

Against what does he solemnly warn them, 
and with what sanctions? v. 11—16. 

Where did he convene the Elders a second 
time, in order to enforce upon them his final 
admonitions? ch. 24. 1. 

Does his conduct in this respect resemble that 
of Moses in the closing part of his life? 

What historical facts does he recite introduc- 
tory to his exhortations? v. 2 — 13. 

To what duties does he endeavor to urge the 
people, and what does he say of his own res- 
olution? v. 14, 15. 

What do the people answer him? v. 16—- 18. 

What was Joshua's reply, and what did he in- 
tend by it? N. B. His design was by no 
means to deter them from those solemn en- 
gagements, but by exhibiting the holy and 
nn-avenging character of the God with whom 
they had to do, to impress their minds as 
deeply as possible with the real nature of 
their vows, and with the fearful consequen- 
ces of disobedience and apostacy. Their 
professed zeal and forwardness gave him 
peculiar advantages for this purpose, of 
which he wisely avails himself. 

What did he say to them when the people still 
professed their determination to persevere 
in obedience f v. 22, 23. 

fy what solemn act were these eitafto&oTfe 
and stipulations concluded and itiofifeft N 
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How was the affair recorded? 

At what ace did Joshua die, and where was 
he buried? 

What was the character of that generation of 
the children of Israel compared with others 
before and after them? N. B. Probably the 
best on the whole of any during the whole, 
period of their history. 

What did they do with the bones of Joseph? 

Where was Eleazer buried? 



JUDGES. 

Why is this book so called f An*. From mi 
containing the history of the several Judges, 
or occasional Deliverers, whom God raised 
up from time to time to rescue, reform, and 
govern his people during the period that < 
elapsed from the death of Joshua to that of • 
Samson. 1 

By whom is it supposed to have been written? 
Ans. By Samuel, the last of the Judges. 
ch. 17. 6. 

Of how many principal parts does it consist? 

Ans. Of two; the 'first extending from ch. 

/ to XVI; the second from ch. XVI. to the 

end of the book, and con\aui\t^^^\M\«c^ 

of certain detached events -wVsieVi ^tw^s^ 

belong* *s^ *U~ £ «. « H ^ \v»t V«\ corAo.T \QTftft 
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serve the narrative unbroken, not inserted 
in their appropriate place. 

How long a period of time is embraced in the 
history? Ans. About three hundred years, 
which brings the sacred story down very 
near or quite to the priesthood of Eli. 

Is this book quoted or referred to in the New 
Testament? Acts 13. 20. Heb* 11. 32. 



CHAPTER X. 

What is the general scope of the two first chap- 
ters of this book? Ans. To shew how 
grossly the children of Israel failed, after 
the death of Joshua, to carry on the work 
of expelling, the remaining natives of Caa- 
nan. 

Did Joshua, like Moses, leave a successor? 

What came to pass after his death? 

How was this enquiry probably made? Num. 
27.21. 

What answer did they obtain? 

Why was the precedency assigned to Judah, 
rather than to any of the other tribes? Gen. 
49. 8—10. 

Whose aid did he solicit in this expedition, and 
on what terms? 

Why did he apply to Simeon seeVn£\u& h**& 
the smallest of all the tribes 1 3a«\\,V&A. 

What was their success, and wYiera dSA ^ DW 

achieve a signal slaughter of *afi toR&s 

D2 
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N. B. It is probable that Caleb had command 
of the forces employed in this enterprise. 

What king did they here encounter and over- 
come, and finally take prisoner, and how 
did they deal with him? 

What confession did they extort from him? 

Does the punishment of sinners often bear a 
striking analogy to their sins? N. B. Pha- 
roah, who ordered the Hebrew male children 
to be drowned, perished himself in the Red 
Sea. Nadab and Abihu, who sinned by 
strange fire, were consumed by a strange 
fire. Abimelech, son of Gideon, having 
slain his seventy brethren "on one stone,^ 
was finally killed himself by a stone falling 
upon his head. Many other instances of 
the same kind might be mentioned. If men 
will transgress in ways not expressly forbid- 
den, they should know that God can take 
vengeance in modes not expressly threat- 
ened, for the stores of his wrath are inex- 
haustible. 

Where did he die? 

Had Jerusalem been taken before this, and by 
whom? 

Against what territories of the Canaanites did 
Judah next advance ? 

What is said of Caleb, and is this account 
found elsewhere? Josh. 15. 16 — 19. 
Does this appear to have been the time when 

he obtained foil possession oi Yiva \\&sr&< 

once? v. 20. 
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Who were the Kenites, and what is here said of 

their removal ? Num. 10. 29—32. 
What place « meant by the "City of Palm 

Trees?" Deut.34.3. 
What other places did Judah and Simeon obtain 

possession of? 
Did the Philistines afterwards recover these 

cities, and prove a great annoyance to the 

Israelites? 1 Sam. 6. 17. 
What inhabitants did Judah drive out, and 

what ones did he fail to expel, and why? 
Was the inability here spoken of, of the moral 

kind, and therefore such as to render their 

conduct in this business highly criminal? 

Joshua 17. 18. Mat. 17. 19, 20. Deut. 7. 

17—21. 
What is said of the children of Benjamin? 
What success had the house of Josephm their 

attempts, and what circumstance is related 

v. 22— 26? 
When were the Jebusites finally dislodged 

from Jerusalem? 2 Sam. 5. 6 — 8. 
What progress made Manasseh in the same 

work? 
In what manner did the Israelites exercise 

their power over the Canaanites instead of 

utterly destroying them? 
Was this contrary to the express command of 

Jehovah? Deut. 20. 16. 
Are not the professed people off G«A v&.\&fc 

manner, and with like conseqafeTUtt^ 'dfc*^ 
satisfied with a partial mastery wet «a«& 
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lusts, instead of aiming at the complete 
extirpation of them? 

What is said of the tribes of Ephraim, Zebulun, 
Asher, and Naphtali? 

Which of the tribes fared the worst in their 
struggles, and how were they assisted ? 

Did the encroachments of the Amorites and 
Philistines soon after compel the Danites to 
seek a possession in a distant part of the 
country? ch. 18. 

What is the practical lesson to be gathered 
from this whole chapter? Ans. That all 
men professing godliness are to be assidu- 
ously employed in the spiritual warfare ; in 
subduing and crucifying the eyil propensities 
of their nature; in mortifying their remain- 
ing corruptions; and that it is at the peril 
of our peace, nay, of our souls, if we sus- 
pend this combat, or fail to practise all 
manner of self-denial. 



OHAPTSH tJL 

What remarkable visitant came up from Gilgal 
to where the people were assembled? N. B. 
It is probable that the nation were now con- 
vened at Shiloh, where the Tabernacle was 
stationed, but the name Bochim, or the 
Weepers, was given to the spot from the 
bitter penitent weepings, which took place 

** mon g tn e people. 

*Vhy ia the angel represented *» c^mvo^ \x$ 
from fZ;t~r>i<> t^„u r r* t^ A A. 
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What did he say to the people, and whom does 

his language prove him to have been? 
What impression did this rebuke make upon 

the people, and what did it prompt them 

to do? 
Ought divine admonition always to produce 

similar effects? 
Was this reformation lasting? 
What fiiets are mentioned v. 6—10 9 and with 

what design are they introduced here? Ans. 

To show the reason for the severe reproof 

just before given. 
What was the general character of the people 

of Israel during the days of Joshua, and of 

the Elders that survived him? 
What was Joshua's age when he died, and 

where was he buried? 
In what peculiar manner did the children of 

Israel do evil in the sight of the Lord? v. 

11.18. 
Of what are Baalim and Ashtaroth the names? 

N. B. These terms, the one masculine and 

{he other feminine, appear to be employed 

as the general names of the Gods and God- 
desses of the surrounding heathen nations. 
In what method did the Lord see fit to punish 

their idolatry ? v. 14, 15. 
Did he, notwithstanding, interpose from time 

to time, for their deliverance, and how t 
By what was he moved to afford \!n&m?&\£&V> 

v. 18. 

&d they groan mainly undeT ihe YwctaPo 
*m, or under that of 
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Did their deliverance restrain the people from 
their wickedness, or did they after a tempo- 
rary amendment again relapse into idolatry 
and rebellion? v. 17—19. 

What sentence was God at length provoked to 
pronounce against them? v. 20—22. 

How do we find this feature of the Divine gov- 
ernment expressed by the Prophet? Is. 66. 4. 

Was the threatened purpose accordingly exe- 
cuted ? N. B. From Hos. 2. 16, 17. it seems 
probable that the idolatry of the children of 
Israel did not altogether consist in formally 
denying the being, or renouncing the worship 
of the true God. It was rather practical, than 
verbal; and lay in a great measure in the 
course of their conduct, in backsliding from 
God, neglecting their duty, and falling in 
with the iniquities of the Canaanites. Thus 
viewed, their idolatry forms not merely a 
type, but a correct specimen of that into 
which the Lord's professed people in all ages 
are liable to fall, by relaxing the strictness 
of their walk, and becoming conformed to 
this present evil world. 



Specify some of the principal nations spared 
by God for the trial of Israeli 
Was this a measure not otvVy of Tfc\rtow&a»* 
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Is it a result of the same infinite wisdom that 
the saints are sanctified in this world but in 
part? Gal. 6. 16—36. 

Why are heresies permitted to spring up in the 
church?" 1 Cor. 11. 19. 

What was the consequence of the Israelites 
dwelling in the midst of these idolatrous 
nations ? v. 6, 7. 

To what king were they brought into subjec- 
tion, and for how long a time? 

To what had they recourse under their oppres- 
sions, and what deliverer did the Lord raise 
up in answer to their cries ? 

How was he enabled to overcome their ene- 
mies, and to judge the people, and how long 
a term of rest did he secure for them? N. 
8. It was not far from the time of Othniel 
that the events took place which are related 
in the three last chapters of this book, as 
Phineas, the son of Eleazer, and grandson 
of Aaron, was living when they occurred, 
ch. 20. 28. 

Subsequent to this what kings and people did 
the Lord judicially suffer to prevail against 
Israel? 

What nations did he draw into alliance with 
him, and of what city did they obtain pos- 
session? 

For how long a period did the children of Israel 
serve Eglon? 

Relate the circumstances to which Vhefct fo&v* 
erancc was owing? v. 15 — 26. 

hi what ground is the deed to he Vodfifi®^ 
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How did he follow up this bold stroke, Slid 
what was the result? v. 27 — 29. 

What Judge succeeded Ehud, and what was 
the condition of the country in his days? 
ch. 5. 6. N. B. From the first verse of the 
next chapter it is conjectured that Ehud 
might have been alive at this time, though 
perhaps superannuated. 

How many of the Philistines did he slay, and 
with what instrument? N. B. He might 
have been following his plough at the time 
these Philistines made their inroad upon the 
country, and under a divine impulse have 
been strengthened, like Samson afterwards, 
to withstand and slay them with the first 
weapon that came to hand. 



OHAPTSH XV. 

Into whose hands did Israel next fall as a pun- 
ishment for their continued transgressions? 
N. B. There was a particular nation of 
Canaanites dwelling in the Northern borders 
of the land who are here intended. 
Who was Jabin's general, and what made his 
power so much to be dreaded? 
How long were they oppressed by him? 
Who judged Israel at that time, %xA Vtera 
lfn ?id she dwell ? 
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& planning the deliverance of her people* for 
whom did she send, and what, in the name 
of the Lord, did she command and promise 
him? v. 6. 7. N.B. As Hazor and Harosh- 
eth lay within the tribe of Naphtali, near 
perhaps to the lot of Barak, he had probably 
distinguished himself on former occasions 
in some engagements with the forces of the 

a , oppressor. 

•By what means, and in what place was he to 
meet with the enemy, and what was it said 

, should be the issue of the battle? 

What reply did Barak make to Deborah, and 
what did she answer him? 

•Did her words imply that she herself would 
take the honor of the victory? v. 22. 

Bid he soon collect his quota of men? 

Did not some from the other tribes come in 
and join them? ch. 5. 14 — 18. 

What descendant of Moses 9 father-in-law dwelt 
at Kadesh at this time, and why is this cir* 
cumstance mentioned here? 

Where did Sisera draw together his forces? 

How did Deborah animate Barak to the 
contest? 

Did he accordingly quit his vantage ground on 
the mountain, and descend into the valley t 

What was the result ? | 

What was the fate of Sisera? 

How did Barak become acquam\j^vrCBfcW 

Was Jael probably prompted to <5Da»\*^*^ 
hazardous deed by a divine V3co^vC«ft^ 
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What was the subsequent state of the children 
of Israel? 



OBAPTSB V. 

How was this victory celebrated, and what 
precedent wa» there for it? Ex. 15. 

How does Deborah commence the song or ode? 

What former displays of divine power and glory 
does she allude to and compare with that she 
is now celebrating? 

What circumstances does she mention to shew 
the distress of the country, and to what does 
she attribute it? 

What was the state of the people as to weapons 
of war, and to what was it probably owing? 
1 Sam. 13. 10—22. 

Towards whom are her warmest commenda- 
tions and gratitude drawn forth, and whom 
does she specially call upon to utter the 
praises of the Most High? N. B. Riding 
upon white asses in those days, and among 
a people that made little use of horses, was 
a mark of honorable distinction, ch. 12. 14. 

Which of the tribes are commended for their 
promptness in offering themselves? N. B. 
The import of v. 14, 15. seems to be — That 
the tribe of Ephraim, the root and origin of 
whose victories and greatness was in the con- 
quest ofAmalek under 3os\v\m,fo^\ow^^v%.\. 

ofBenjamin who took the\ea&amo\i£Xhfc^- 

nnteers — that the nrincipaV metv <& ^W^vc 



or Manasseh, the half tribe on the west of 
Jordan, came down to join the forces — that 
"out of Zebulun came those that levied con- 
scripts as if means of the numbering rod." 
(See note on Levit. §7. 32.)-— and mat the 
chief men of Issachar, the flower of the 
tribe, rallied themselves promptly under the 
standard of Deborah and Barak, and when 
he was sent down into the valley (ch.4. 10.) 
they accompanied him with as much alac- 
rity as though all their feet had belonged to 
his body, which is the true meaning of the 
clause— "he was sent on foot into the val- 
ley." 
"■vliich of the tribes does she reflect upon for 
their supineness? N. B. As to Reuben, this 
tribe was divided from their brethren by the 
river Jordan ; divided from them also in coun- 
sel in regard to the war; and perhaps divided 
among themselves: — they remained there- 
fore tranquil at home, listening to the 
shepherd's pipe rather than the martial 
trumpet, though their failure disappointed 
expectation,and gave rise to deep conjectures 
resentments, and criminations among their 
brethren. — By Gilead is meant the tribe of 
Gad and the other half-tribe of Manasseh, 
which also consulted their ease, and re- 
mained on the other side of Jordan. — Dan 
was too much engaged in commerce; and 
Aster's excuse was thai \& twoaX. ^\s^ ^ 
home an<J repair the bx^c\x^ ViaOsv^fc^^ 
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was making upon the coasts of his inher- 
itance, as he inhabited a maritime region. 

"Which of all the tribes rendered themselves 
the most conspicuous in the engagement? 

Did the elements seem to aid Israel in discom- 
fiting their enemies? v. 20,21. 

The inhabitants of what place refused to come 
up to the help of the Lord, and how was their 
treachery punished? 

What is said of Jael, and how is her heroical 
act described ? v,24— 28. 

What poetical imagery is employed to repre* 
sent the anxiety of Sisera's mother as to tha 
fete of her son? v, 28—30. 

How long had the land rest after this victory t 



mimmmimt 



What is said, in the commencement of this 
chapter, of the conduct of the Israelites, and 
what was the consequence? N. B. "The 
familiarity of the Israelites with idolaters 
taints them with sin; their sin draws on 
judgments; the smart of the judgments 
moves them to repentance ; upon their repen- 
tance speedy deliverance follows; and upon 
their deliverance they again relapse into 
sin!" Bp. Hall. 
Af whose hand were they now oppYess&&«x* 
fiapoveriahed, and in what way ^ 
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*Did their calamities remarkably correspond 
with the previous denunciations uttered from 
God by the mouth of Moses? Deut. 28. 48. 

Did it aggravate their wretchedness, that this 
very people had formerly been subdued by 
themselves? Num. 31. 7 — 18. 

To what refuge did they betake themselves in 
their extremities? v. 2. 

What did their sufferings prompt them to do, 
and did the Lord at once grant their requests ? 
v. 7—10. 

Is it often the case that the first cries and 
prayers of sinners for mercy are answered 
in such a way as rather to increase their dis- 
tress than to relieve it? Mat. 15. 21—28. 

What was the burden of the Prophet's message 
to the people? 

By what peculiar manifestations of the divine 
presence was this visit of the prophet fol- 
lowed, and under what circumstances? . 

Of what tribe was Gideon, and where was he 
dwelling at this time? 

Who was this angel? v. 14. 

What conversation took place between him 
and Gideon? v. 12—16. 

What did Gideon request of him before he 
departed, and what was the angel's reply? 

What offering did he bring forth, and what was | 
the result? v. 19— 21. 

What was Gideon's exclamation in view of the 
miracle? 

How was he comforted and encroixugBfi^ w&'tf 
what way did he testify his «eo»e ell * 

E2 
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divine goodness? N. B. Jehovah Shalom 
signifies Lord, send peace. 

What was done the same night? 

What effect had this bold step upon the people 
of the place ? 

What did Joash answer them? N, B. Joash 
had probably before this been a favorer of 
Baal's worship, but now from parental affec- 
tion or honest conviction, or both, espoused 
the cause of God, and stood up in defence of 
his son. 

What new name did Gideon hereby acquire, 
and what does it mean? Ans. Let Baal 
plead. 

Where did the Midianitish forces assemble, 
what steps were taken to oppose them, and 
with what success? v. 33 — 35. 

When Gideon beheld the formidable power 
arrayed against him, what signs did he ask 
of the Lord to confirm his faith, and were 
they granted? 

Does this fleece afford a striking emblem of the 
past and present condition of the Jewish 
nation? 



Did Gideon and his men immediately com* 
mence hostile preparations, and wVaetfe did 
they and the enemy severaWy \fed&i W^t 
camps ? 
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What directions did God give to Gicfeoh for re- 
ducing his army, and why? 

How many remained, and how was this number 
still further reduced? N. B. Those who 
bowed down and put their mouths to the 
Water, and gave themselves a full draught, 
discovered thereby a sensual self-indulgent 
disposition, which shewed them unfit for the 
hard service before them, and they were 
accordingly discharged; while those who 
merely stepped to the water's edge, and 
hastily took up a little in their hand, lapping 
it like a dog, as if only to cool their parched 
lips and tongues, evinced a hardihood and 
Belf-denial, prepared for any fatigues, priva- 
tions, or perils ; they were therefore retained. 

Is there a similar difference of spirit among 
those professedly enlisted under Christ, 
which will hereafter be detected, and re- 
warded accordingly? 

What design did the Lord declare in respect to 
the three hundred, and how did they furnish 
themselves? 

What command came to Gideon that night, 
and with what permission was it accom- 



Did he accordingly go down, and what did he 

there see and hear? 
Did both the dream and the interpretation 
evidently come from God? Job<&.\A— \^>, 
What was the effect of this incVtetit w^ 3 ^ 
Gideoo^and what did he do YrVietiVieT^XxxrD^ 
to the camp? 



, he proceed to^g, vl^ e , 1^ 

^ *»gi -**-£ %,*** * 
cbU i l victory tf*- 4 ? 



success w eitp 081, .^vteB actt*H5 

v.^^iAeon to* 6 ** ^tfv « 

*fc*' aflSW f aid * tot ** 
a* Penuel, »*** 

them* ^^ 
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at was the number of the enemy slain, and 
iriiat the remnant now abiding in Karkor? 
hat success had Gideon in the pursuit t v. 
11—13. 

What did he do, on returning to Succoth, with 
the elders of the city? 

What with the men of Penuel? 

What was the fate of the two kings, and the 

% circumstances of it? v. 18— 21. 

Ib the destruction of these leaders of the Midi- 
anites pleaded by the Psalmist as a precedent 
for the ruin of the church's enemies? Ps, 
83.11. 

How did the children of Israel propose to 
honor their deliverer, and what reply did he 
make to them? 

What did he declare himself willing to receive, 
and what use did he make of the donations? 

Was his conduct in this matter somewhat cen- 
surable, and what was the consequence? N. 
B. As Gideon had been commanded in an 
extraordinary manner at his fiist calling to 
offer a sacrifice, which was ordinarily done 
t>y those wearing an ephod, he may have 
thought himself authorised from that feet to 
officiate in the same way occasionally at 
his own house; but this was manifestly 
improper, as it was invading the province of 
the Priests whom God had expressly set 
apart for that purpose. The origin of <&&- 
•on^s error, appears to have beeu^^Vsto^ 
with too wishful an eye upomiix^ ^gftitoct w&" 

rings of the prey. 
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Do the consequences of this step shew the 
pernicious, influence of a good man's had 
example? Eccl. 10.1. 

What is said of Gideon's residence, and of his 
family? v. 29, 30. 

What was the name of his son by the concu- 
bine in Shechem? 

Where was he buried and what came to pass 
after his death? v. 32—35. 

Is honorable mention made of Gideon in th# 
New Testament? Heb. 11. 32. 



What ambitious steps are said to have been 

taken by Abimelech? v. 1. 2. 
Was not his insinuation against his brethren 

entirely groundless? 
What success had he in his aspiring projects? 

v. 3— 6. 

Was not this measure contrary to the known 
will of God, as well as to that of Gideon 
declared before his death? Deut. 17. 14, 15. 

Were not the children of Israel grossly ungrate- 
ful to the memory of Gideon in not avenging 
the death of his sons? ch. 8.35. Eccl. 9. 14, 
J 5, N. B. Millo, or the house of fulness, if 
supposed to have been a kmd o£ c\l\-hall 

or councii-house, in wtucu Vfofe «M«ra %» 
people met for business. 



iiat course did Jotham adopt when informed 
of what had happened? 

vVhat practical lesson do we learn from his 
preface? Prov. 28. 9. 

By what means did Jotham administer reproof 

to his people? N. B. This fable, parable, 

or apologue is the most ancient extant, and 

one of the most ingenious, pertinent, and 

striking any where to he found. 

State the parable. 

Does the subsequent history contain one some- 
what similar? 2 Kings 14. 9. 

In what points was it peculiarly applicable to 
the casein hand? 

Why does the olive say that God and man is 
honored by its fatness? Ex. 35. 14. Lev. 2. 
1. 1 Sam. 10. 1. 

What does the vine say of itself and why? 
Num. 15. 5—7. Prov. 31. 6. 

What is the pointed application which Jotham 
makes in the conclusion? N. B. The ensu- 
ing history shews the fulfilment of this in a 
,,} wonderful manner? 

Whither did he then betake himself? 
h-i How long did Abimelech reign without distur- 
bance, and what occurred at the end of that 
time? 

With what design on the part of God was this 
state of things brought about ? N. B. "When 
men's sin is made their p\m\a\vn&\&^^^v 
God is not the author ot \3hfc aVsi^eX. ^» 
punishment comes from him." \&kk« * 
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What measures did the men of Shechem, or a 
considerable party of them, adopt, and 
under whose conduct did they put them- 
selves? 

Did they attempt the life of Abimelech? 

How did GaaPs party behave in the time of 
the vintage, and what vain boasting lan- 
guage did he make use of? N. B. As Ebed 
means slave, it is supposed by some that this 
Gaal was a native Canaanite, or the son of 
a slave y and that by this bravado style* he 
designs not only to cast contempt on Abim- 
elech and Gideon, but also to win the She* 
chemites into subjection to the men, or to 
himself, the descendant of Hamor, who waft 
the ancient lord of this city in Jacob's time. 
Heated with wine, and puffed up with ano* 
gance, he addresses and defies Abimelech 
as though actually present. This speech in 
some way comes to the ears of Zebul, whtf 
communicates it to his master. 

How was Zebul affected by the speech, and 
what message did he send to his master? V; 
30—33. 

What steps did Abimelech take accordingly, 
and how did Gaal become apprised of his 
movements? N. 8. He seems not to have 
gone out with any expectation of the 
approach of Abimelech's party, and as 
Zebul and he were yet on sneaking terms, 

the former aims to detain \um,Mv&Vc\&\fixsv 
jn talk, in order to wain time and aftrocta^ 



_ i 
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What was the conversation that ensued between 
Goal and Zebul? v. 36—38. 

Was Gaal induced to go out, and what was the 
result of the skirmish? 

What became of Gaal, and what followed upon 
his expulsion? v. 42 — 45. N. B. Salt was 
an emblem of perpetuity, and this act was 
expressive of his hope and intention as far 
as in him lay, that the ruin of the place 
should be perpetual. 

Was it not however afterwards rebuilt, and 
made a considerable place? 1 Kings 12. 1. 

Whither did the remnant of the people retire 
for safety, and what befel them there? 

Did this catastrophe as well as that of Abime- 
lech afterwards strikingly verify the predic- 
tion of Jotham? 

How did Abimelech at length come to his end? 

Was the circumstance* in his death which he 
was so anxious to conceal remembered 
notwithstanding ages afterwards to his dis- 
grace? 2 Sam. 11. 21. 



Who were the two next Judges raised up after 
Abimelech, and how long a peace altogether 
did Israel enjoy under their go\fcTraoRTk\ 

What remarkable fact is noticeATfcYafcsfc \» ^ofc 
bobs of the iatter? N, "B. Aa Vfeaft ^*» * 

mark of peculiar honor, they TOsre^gt*5w&* 
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itinerant judges, riding from place to place 
as deputies of their father; a circumstance 
which redounded greatly to his credit as a 
good man, and a good father. 

What new sins of the people are here men- 
tioned, and what new troubles did they bring 
upon them? 

Are their sufferings strikingly portrayed by 
the Psalmist? Ps. 106. 41-45. 

How long a time were they oppressed by these 
nations? N. B. The invasion of both of 
them began in one and the same year, but 
was of unequal continuance. 

Were they assailed on both sides of the Jordan? 

What humble confession did their distress 
extort from them, and how did the Lord 
answer their cry? v. 10. 14. 

Did this lead them to renewed repentance and 
reformation, and how was it evinced? N. 
B. "This return to the worship of God seems 
to have been permanent; for we do not find 
that they relapsed into idolatry under the 
subsequent judges." Scott. 

Where did the Ammonites assemble and en- 
camp? 

Where did the children of Israel come together 
and what was their enquiry, and their 
resolve? 



63 



What is the character and parentage given of 
Jepthah? 

What treatment did he receive from his breth- 
ren, where did he flee to, and what class of 
men resorted to him? 

Was he case of David somewhat similar? 
1 Sam. 22. 2. 

How was he called out from his exile? v. 5, 6. 

What did he reply to the message ? 

What further treating on the matter took place 
between them before he consented to go? 

Did they comply with their agreement, and 
what did Jepthah do on the occasion? N. 
B. By his 'uttering all his words before the 
Lord' is probably meant that he immediately 
retired to his devotions, and in prayer spread 
the whole matter before the Lord, imploring 
bis sanction -of the past, and his blessing 
on the future — an example ever worthy of 
imitation. >v 

What was Jepthah's first step in prosecuting 
the enterprise in which he had embarked? 

Was this according to the requirements of the 
Law? Deut. 20. 10—12. 

What reply was made by the Ammonites? 

How does Jepthah refute their claims? v. 15 — 
27. N, B. Some of the country claimed by 
Amnion had indeed once belonged to ^e&rou 
but the Atnorites had taken itfroiu^usra^ 
afterwards the Israelites wrested VLfeorca. ^ v 
Amoritea; and God who gave X\vs nVX^ 
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had assigned it to his people as their inher- 
itance. 

Did the Ammonites listen to these representa- 
tions, and desist from their demand f ' 

What is next said of Jepthah? v. 29. 

What remarkable vow did he make on that 
occasion? 

Was the obligation of a vow peculiarly saered 
and binding? Num. 30. 2. 

Was Jepthah guilty of a culpable rashness in 
uttering this vow? N. B. Several kinds of 
animals, had they met him, it would have 
been utterly unlawful for him to offer, much 
more a human being. 

What was the result of his engagement with 
the enemy? v. 32, 33. 

Who met him on his return home, and how was 
he affected thereby? 

What did she say in reply, and what spirit was 
evinced by her language? v. 36, 37. 

Did he comply with her request and what 
ensued? 

What custom did this give rise tof N. B. 
Jepthah appears to have been ignorant of 
the law relative to singular vows, Num. 27, 
3. or he might, in all probability have 
redeemed his daughter by paying the esti- 
mation of thirty shekels, and the state of 
religion must have been deplorably low, or 
the Priests would have enlightened him or 

this subject. 
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Sid the Ephraimites again evince an envious 
spirit, and enter their complaints against 
Jepthah? 

What did he answer them? 

What insult did the Ephraimites cast upon the 
Gileadites, and what was implied in it? N. 
B. If our translation be correct, it would 
seem to imply that the Gileadites were the 
mere remnant, refuse, and off-scouring of the 
tribes of Manassch and Ephraim, and that 
any pretensions to rank or eminence, not- 
withstanding the recent victory, was the 
height of arrogance and insolence. So 
blind is envy to the clearest demonstration 
of merit! 

Ib the "envy of Ephraim 19 expressly alluded 
to by the prophet? Is. 11. 13. 

What was the unhappy consequence of the 
broil? 

What did the men of Gilead do to prevent the 
return of the Ephraimites over Jordan, and 
how did they detect those that belonged to 
that tribe? 

How many of them fell on that occasion? 

For how long a period did Jepthah judge Israel 
and where was he buried? 

lias he obtained a place among the worthies 
mentioned by Paul ? Heb. 11. 3ft, 

How long a period is embraced in lite \wi\V»k 
judgeship of the other judges xne\x\\o\vA v» 
this chapter f 
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Into whose hands did the Lord next deliver his 
backsliding people, and for how long a time? 

What remarkable circumstance happened to 
the wife of Manoah? v. 3 — 5. 

What was implied in the child's being a Naza- 
rite? N. B. A Nazarite, or one separated, 
was one who was in a special manner dedi- 
cated by his parents, or by his own act, to 
God, to walk before Him, either for a speci- 
fied time, or during life, in peculiar and 
pre-eminent holiness; being by a solemn 
vow separated and consecrated to this pur- 
pose, of which abstinence from wine, and 
the hair left unshorn, were visible badges. 
Persons thus distiguished under the O. T. 
were types of Christ, the great Nazarite, 
who was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and 
separate from sinners." Of these Samson 
was the principal, though the language oi 
Jacob respecting his son Joseph, points him 
out also as eminently bearing that character. 
See Gen. 49. 26. 

How did she speak of it to her husband? 

What impression did this make upon Manoah, 
and how did God regard his request? 

Under what circumstances did the second 
appearance take place, and what conversa- 
tion ensued ? v. 9 — 14. 
How did Manoah propose to \ioivot Va» Vvstant, 

8*ld. how Hirl fit a nncrcA w»i\\v1 
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What further enquiry did Manoah make, and 
how was he answered? N. B. The word 
here rendered "secret" is in the original the 
game with that rendered "wonderful' 1 in the 
prophet's prediction of Christ, Is. 9. 6. So 
that in apparently declining to impart his 
name, he does in reality make known one of 
his most august and glorious titles. — The 
Angel, therefore, who so often appeared 
to the fathers, here assumes to himself a 
name unquestionably belonging to the 
promised Messiah, and consequently puts 
it beyond a doubt who is the real Person 
intended by the appellation Angel, or Angel 
of the Lord, so frequently spoken of. 

What offering did Manoah present and what 
occurred thereupon? 

What did Manoah say when he ascertained 
the true character of the messenger, and 
how did his wife encourage him? 

What was the name given to the child, and 
where and how did he begin to distinguish 
himself? 

Why was this place so called, ch. 18. 12. 



What is related of Samson ia the, fcr&^oX. 

of this chapter? v.l — 3. 
What was there in this conduct VJmX Wi «s 
" appearance of evil," and ^\i*!C >&»*. ^ 
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commendable? Deut. 7. 3. Eph. 6. 1 
N. 6. Timnath was not in the country < 
the Philistines, but in the inheritance c 
Judab. The Philistines however had mad 
gradual encroachments till they at lengt 
introduced themselves into the interior < 
the country, and occupied numerous impoi 
tant stations from which they controlle 
the Israelites and held them under tribute 
though there was still something of a pi 
cific intercourse kept up between the tw 
people. 

What considerations at length induced his pi 
rents to consent? 

Did they go down with him to Timnath, an 
what occurred on the way? 

How was he enabled to perform this feat, an 
of what was it a pledge? 

Did any thing, in David's history resembl 
this? 1 Sam. 17. 35. 

What is said of him as he went on hissecor 
journey to Timnath! 

How did he celebrate his nuptials, and whi 
company was present on the occasion? 

What was probably the design of the attem 
ance of these thirty Philistines? N. 1 
No doubt they had either heard somethin 
of his prowess, or observed something i 
his stature, aspect, &c. which induced the; 
to place these men as spies over his mov 

merit*. 
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What did he propose in order to entertain 
the company? 

What was the riddle, and what means did 
they take in order to obtain a solution 
of it? 

Was this a mean and inhuman conduct? 

Hoi? did they expound the riddle, and what 
did Samson say to them? 

How was he enabled to pay the wager he had 
promised them? ~ 

What did he do when he found himself thus 
abusively treated, and what became of his 
wife? N. B. From the following chapter 
it appears that Samson was ignorant of tbe 
disposal made of her till his next visit. 



Under what circumstances did Samson after- 
wards visit his wife, and what reception 
did he meet with? N. B. The kid was 
probably brought in token of reconcilia- 
tion; for there is no evidence that he had 
before designed to repudiate his wife. 

Why did he not consent to take the second 
daughter? Lev. 18. 18. 

What did Samson say on this occasion? N. 
B. He no doubt meant that this was a just 
occasion for the commencement <& \Nfc&£* 
hostilities against the PhiW&tute*. 

V hat singular method did he a&o^l Vos*fe^ 
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his purpose? N. 6. It appears from other 
passages that foxes were very numerous ia 
Judea, and there is no necessity for us to 
suppose that Samson caught them all un- 
assisted. Their tails being fastened to- 
gether would hinder them from escaping 
from each other, leaping over fences, and 
running into the woods ; and would also cause 
them to go slower, by which means the 
fire would be the more destructive. He 
might indeed have fired their cornfields 
with his own hand, but the meanness and 
weakness of the instrument employed, put 
a signal contempt upon the enemies he 
fought against, and shewed them how com- 
pletely he could overmatch their own fox- 
like cunning, and hold it up to ridicule, 
at the same time that he avenged his 
wrongs. 

How did the Philistines retaliate this injury? 

Did his wife thus bring upon herself the very 
doom which she sought to escape by treach- 
ery? ch. 14. 15. 

Did Samson, notwithstanding this, threaten 
to punish the Philistines, and how did he 
doit? 

What was the consequence? N. B. This 
place is here called Lehi by anticipation, 
for that name was not given it until after 
the slaughter which occurred there. 

Vhat i.aje and ignoble part d\d \Yve \&fevi of 

Judah act on this occasion, axk& yjYi^s^ywv* 
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PVas this circumstance typical of one some- 
what similar in the history of Christ? John 
18. 1—9. 

k^hat did they do with him, and what took 
place when he came into the camp of the* 
Philistines? 

P?hat did he do hereupon, and what was his 
language in reference to the exploit? N. 
B. Ramath-Lehi, the name thence given 
to the place signifies either, the lifting up, 
or the casting away, of the jaw-bone, 

^Vhat did he say under the pressure of ex- 
treme thirst, and how was it relieved? 
N. 6. It has been suggested, not improba- 
ably, that his distress on this occasion may 
have been designed as a rebuke for his not 
having so directly ascribed bis recent vic- 
tory to the hand of God, as to his own. As 
Lehi means jaw, there is no good reason to 
believe that the "hollow place 9 ' was cloven 
in the bone, but some cavity in the earth 
on the spot called Lehi, was miraculously 
/Opened and sent forth a refreshing stream 
of water, which thence forward continued 
to flow, and the spring was called En Hah> 
kor, the well of him that tried or prayed. 

!h what capacity did Samson act after this, 
and for how long a time? 



Does the hitherto excellent character of Sam- 
son appear sullied by the facts related in 
this chapter? 

Does Solomon seem to allude to the case of 
Samson in Prov. 7. 26? 

Is he notwithstanding to be considered as a 
pious man? Heb. 11. 32. 

Into what danger did he fall at Gaza, and how 
did he escape? 

Who became the next object of bis affection, 
and where did she dwell? 

What scheme was here laid to compass his 
ruin? 

What did Samson answer her, and what was 
the result of the experiment? 

What was his second reply to her importuni- 
ty and what followed? 

What did he again answer to her solicitation, 
and what was the result? 

What was evidently Samson's duty in these 
circumstances? Prov. 6. 5. 

What was the consequence ot her continued 
entreaties? 

What saying of the wise man applies to his 
case in this crisis? Eccl. 7, 26. 

Was his strength, properly speaking, in his 

hair? Num. 6. 5. 
What advantage was then treacherously ta- 

Aea of his weakness? 
13 tJ *e melancholy fall of Samwi M\ ot W 
^ruction? 1 Cor. 10. 6— M. 
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What ensued soon after his imprisonment) 
N. B. It is reasonable to infer that this 
was toon after, as be was brought out at 
the time of their general thanksgiving to 
Dagon for delivering their enemy into 
their hands, which we cannot suppose was 
long deferred. 

h it probable that in this short time he was 
brought to deep and heart-rending repent- 
ance for his sins? N. B. The growth of 
his hair was not the cause nor the sign of his 
returning strength any farther than as it was 
a sign also of his profound penitence and of 
God's having thereupon again accepted him 
as a Nazarite. 

Should the falls of Christians be followed 
by speedy repentance? Ps. 119. 59. 60. 

What idolatrous festival were the Philistines 
celebrating when he was brought out, and 
why did they call for him? 

Have gross instances of idolatry frequently 
been followed by sudden judgments? Dan, 
5.4,5. Acts 12.22,23. 

Relate the circumstances of Samson's death. 

Is not the charge of self-murder very improp- 
erly brought against Samson? See note on 
Ex. 20. 13. 

By whom and where was he buried? 
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At wbat time did the events related in this 

* and the subsequent chapters take place? 
N. B. Probably at a very early period of 
the days of the Judges. 

Where did Micah dwell, and what is said of 
him and his mother? v. 1 — 3. N. B. The 
design of this seems to be, to acquaint us 
with the » first open establishment of -idola- 

, try among the nation of Israel, which was 
introduced by a woman, and was after 
a time set up in Dan, the very city -where 
Jeroboam afterwards established the wor- 
ship of one of the golden calves. 1 Kings < 
12. 28—30. J 

What did they do in carrying into effect their <{ 
idolatrous projects, and wbat emboldened \ 
them in it# v. 4—6. I 

What was the name of the young man that de- < 
parted out of Bethlehem-Judah?ch. 18. 30. ' 

What was his reason for roving, and where 
did he come in his travels? 

What parley ensued between him and Micah, 
and what bargain was at length struck up? 

What act of presumption was Micah guilty of, « 
and how did he thereupon flatter himself? 

Does this strikingly represent the infatuation 
of men who promise themselves impunity .. 
in false ways of worship, and in the mere 

forms of religion? Prov. U. \% tt»x*.*. 
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What is related of the Danites in the com* 
mencement of this chapter I * 

What is said in Joshua of the inherit- 
ance of this tribe? Josh. ch. 19. 47. 

How many men were sent on this expedition? 

What old acquaintance did they meet with on 
their way, and what conversation and re- 
quest ensued? v. 3—6. 

Had thoy probably neglected their duty in. 
not enquiring of the Lord by the High* 
Priest at Shiloh before they set out upon 
their enterprize? 

What answer did he presumptuously give 
them? N. B. As the event corresponded 
in some measure with the random guess of 
the Levite, it tended greatly to raise the 
credit of the oracle with that tribe. 

What does the Lord say by Jeremiah of such 
prophets ? Jer. 23. 25—32. 

To what place did the men come, in what 
state did they find it, and what report did 
they carry back to their tribe? v. 7—10. 

How large a party of them embarked in the 
expedition? 

Whom did they plunder on the way, and what 
were the circumstances? v. 13—21. 

How did. Micah shew his resentment of the 
robbery, and with what effeeAt ^ /Efcr-Sfc. 

What was the result of the enterprvift <& <&sw 

D&nitea, and what did thev c&YY^Yt^* 5 * 
city? J 
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How long did they keep their idolatry? N, B. 
The captivity here spoken of, was that of 
the ark mentioned lSom.4. It has been sug- 

' gested that on account of the introduction 
of idolatry into Israel by the tribe of Data, 
that tribe is omitted Jn the [sealing of the 
tribes in Ret. 7. 



What gave rise to the general convention of 
the tribes at Mizpeh? ch. 20. 1 — 7. 

How large a number of men of arms came 
together on this occasion? 

What resolution did they adopt? 

What message did they first send to Benja- 
min, and What was the effect of it? 

How large a force did the Benjamites muster? 

With what religious act did the tribes begin 
their enterprise, and what answer appeared 
to be returned to them. N. B. As the chil- 
dren of Istrael did not engage in this mat- 
ter by repenting of their own sins, and first 
enquiring as they ought, whether they 
should go up at dtt, this answer is not to tie 
construed as implying the divine approba- 
tion of their proceedings. It is rather to be 
regarded as the sovereign and right eow con- 
nivance of God in their rastoa^^ wwrc% 

them determined to rush totw^vii^BHtt 

work of vengeance, and is e^wX«ofc\ftVS& 
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laying — "Enquiry on this kead is use* 
less; for Judah has already been constituted 
military leader of the tribes." He was 
thus pleased to " choose their delusions." 

What was the result of the first day's contest? 

What was probably the procuring cause of 
this disaster? Compare ch. 18, with Deut. 
13. 12—18. 

What did they do preparatory to the second 
day's engagement, and what encouragment 
did they seem to receive? N. B. The lat- 
ter clause of the 23d verse is to be inter- 
preted on the same principles with the 18th. 
" You have a just cause to go up against 
them" — to which they should have known 
that no promise of success was annexed un- 
less they went up in a proper spirit, duly 
humbled and penitent, which the result 
proved they were not. — This passage illus- 
trates God's permission to Balaam, Num. 
22. 

What was the issue of the second day's battle, 
and how were the people affected by it? 

What allusion does the prophet make to this 
affiiir? Hos. 10. 9. 

Through whom did thy renew their enquiry 
of uod, and what response did they now 
obtain? 

What precautions did thy take, and how did 
the third day's engagement terminated x. 
J2P— 43. 

tfow many of Benjamin were sY&tx^ wAVcr** 
many escaped! 

G2 
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How did they still further prosecute the vic- 
tory? v. 48. 

Js this severity to be justified? N. B. From 
the subsequent chapter it appears they be- 
came sensible that their resentment had 
carried them to too great lengths. 



By what means had the children of Israel 
brought themselves into a perplexing diffi- 
culty? 

What does this and similar instances teach usf 
Eccl. 5. 2—6. 

What did the people do in this extremity, and 
what expedient did they adopt to prevent 
the extinction of a tribe ? v. 2-— 1 1 . 

How many young women did they thus pro- 
cure, and was the number sufficient? 

What amicable message did they send to 
the refugees in the rock Rimmon? 

What did the elders of the congregation say 
respecting their oath, and what method was 
proposed in order to provide the two hund- 
red remaining Benjamites with wives? v. 
16—22, 

Was this a mere evasion of the vow? iVov. 
20. 25. 

Was this a dance for mere amusBSira^ V. 
22. 12, 13 
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this counsel* N. B. As the whole inherit- 
ance allotted to the tribe would fall to the 
survivors this little remnant no doubt be- 
came greatly enriched. 
How does the history closet 



RUTH. 



Why does this book receive its title rather 
from Ruth, than from Naomi or Boaz? 

By whom is it supposed to have been written? 
N. B. The general consent of the learned 
ascribes it to Samuel. It forms a supple- 
ment to the book of Judges, in whose time 
the narrated events occurred, and a suitable 
introduction to the history of David which 
immediately follows. 

What is the general scope of the book? Ans, 
To exhibit a striking illustration of the doc- 
trine of a particular Providence— to put on 
record an important part of the chain of the 
Messiah's genealogy— and in the conver- 
sion of a Moabitish woman to afford a pre- 
intimation of the calling of the Gentiles 
into the fellowship of the Gospel. • 

Where is the scene of the history ormcv^VV^ 
laid? ch. 1.22. 

What made this place aft&rffttcto *&S\ toss* 
illustrious? Mat. 2. 1. 
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With the mention of what incident does the' 
history commence ? 

How does this circumstance agree with the 
character given (Deut. 8. 7 — 9.) of the prom- 
ised land? See Lev. 26. 19, 20. Ps. 107.34. 

At what time of the Judges is this famine 
supposed to have occurred ? N. B. As Boaz 
was horn of Rahab, the conjecture is not im- 
probable which places it about the time of 
the Midianitish oppression, related Judges 6. 
1 — 4. which was evidently attended with a 
grievous famine. This would make Boaz 
and Ruth cotemporary with Gideon. 

What family is here brought to view, of whom 
was it composed, and what is said of them? 

Why are they called Ephrathites? Gen. 35. 19. 

Was there any other Bethlehem, except that of 
Judah? Josh. 19. 15. 

What do the names of Elimelech and his family 
signify? Ans. Elimelech, My GodaKing-r 
Naomi, My pleasant one — Mahlon and Chil- 
ion, sickness and consumption. 

Does the family appear to have been one of 
respectable note? v. 19. 21. 

Is his conduct to be justified in fleeing from 
the famine? Lev. 25. 25. Ps. 37. 19. 

What does the Prophet say of the more favored 
condition of the country to -w\v\r\i \» «"ckl 

grated? J er . 48. 11. 
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Are the wicked often exempted in this life 
from the calamities that befal the righteous? 
ft. 73. 3— 5. 

h it ever wise to attempt to shun the cross 
which God appoints for us? Mic. 6. 9. 

Accordingly* what untoward tivdnts occurred 
to the family in the land of Moab? v. 3—5. 

Was the marriage of the young men with the 
daughters of Moab urdawful? Deut. 7. 3. 
Ezra 9. 1.2. 

What did Naomi do after the death of her two 
sons, and why? 

What appears to have been her general char- 
acter? 

What did she say to her daughters-in-law, after 
they had accompanied her part of the way, 
ana what tokens of affection did she shew 
them? 

What did they reply, and what did she say 
further to dissuade them? 

Should not Naomi rather have desired them 
to forsake a land of idolaters, to go with her, 
and join the nation of God's true worship- 
pers? N. B. Compare With this the lan- 
guage of Joshua to the people of Israel 
Josh. 34. 19—22. 

What similar circumstance is related of our 
Saviour? Mat. 8. 19, 90. 

What was the result in the cafce of the two 
young women f v. 14. 

b a conduct similar to Orp&tfa cfafcii , <HVa«RRR& 
awfer the Gospel? M*t.l«.%V&» 
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H • Does Naomi go on to put the faith of Rutlrt 

* a still severer test, and what reply does, th 

latter make? 

Is this a pattern of the resolves of every tra 

convert to Christ? 

Whither did they return, what was thei 

reception, and what did Naomi say onsth 

occasion? 

At what season of the year did they reac 

Bethlehem? 
f. 

• !J 
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CHAPTER XL 

What rich relation had Naomi, and from whoi 
: i was he descended? 1 Chron,2. 10 — 12. .fl 

B. Boaz signifies, In him is strength. 
■\ i Do the two women appear to have lived in ver 
reduced circumstances?. 
What proposal, indicative of peculiar humilit 
and industry, did Ruth make to her mothei 
in-law? 
On what was this founded? Lev. 19. 9: 10. 
thd she obtain her mother's consent, an 
■ i whither did Providence conduct her steps? 

When Boaz came to the field, what pious sail 
tations were exchanged between him an 
his reapers? 
Does such language appear to have been con 
mon in the harvest-fields of Gotfft wrctoi 
people? P s . 129. 7, 8, 
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Does it afford a beautiful illustration of the 

effects of genuine religion, and ought it still 

to be retained among the pious? 
What conversation ensued displaying the kind 

and generous spirit of Boaz? v. S>— - 9. 
What effect had it upon Ruth, and what did 

she say ? 
What did Boaz answer her? v. 11 — 14. 
Did she partake of the proffered hospitality, 

and what ensued? v. 15, 16. 
What success had she in gleaning, and what 

conversation took place between her and 

Naomi when she returned home? 



By -what means did Naomi entertain the idea 

of promoting the comfort and happiness of 

her daughter-in-law? v. 1.2. 
Why did she project a marriage with Boaz, 

. rather than with any other person? 
What answer did Boaz return to her respectful 

claim to be taken under his protection? v. 

10—13. N. B. The "spreading the skirt" 

was in itself rather an emblem of protection, 

than of affiance. Zech. 8. 23. 
With what present did he dismiss her in the 

morning? 
What did her mother say to Viet ot*\&tt^vss\& 
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OBAPTBEXV. 

How did Boaz proceed accordingly in the ful- 
filment of his promise? N. B. in early 
times, before writing was much in v< 
and the memory of witnesses had to supply 
the place of written documents, it was 
portant that all contracts of consequeil 
should be publicly entered into and ratified, 
and as the constant passing and re-passing 
through the gates of a town or city, besides 
its being a place of general resort for amuse- ' 
ment or relaxation, would alwavs furnish 
ready witnesses, matters of this nature and 
also legal transactions appear to have been 
usually conducted at the gate-ways of cities, 
which thence became "places of judgment." 

How did he proceed to lay the business before 
the meeting? N. B. The expression — "Na- 
omi selleth a parcel of land" — probably 
means, that she was now about to dispose of, 
or make over, the present right of redemp- 
tion to the estate in question, and formal 
notice is accordingly given by Boaz to the 
Goel, or next of kin, that he might avail 
himself of his privilege, if he saw fit, accor- 
ding to the law of Moses. 

Did the man at first seem willing to undertake 
it, and what deterred him? 
Itid he hereupon resign all bis ngj& o£ ratats^- 

J Ion j and by what ceremony 'was \*. coa- 
firmed? w «. Thi« waaea\iVi«\ei>XVoV!te 
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modern custom of a man's delivering up 
the key of a house which he has sold. 

How did Boaz publish his purchase of the es- 
tate and his marriage-contract with Ruth ? N. 
B. It is supposed that this or something very 
similar, was the customary mode of solemn- 
izing marriage among the people of Israel. 

Does the essence of marriage lie in the volun- 
tary compact of the parties? 

Is it peculiarly proper that the entering into 
such a relation should be attended with 
religious ceremonies? 

How did the people and elders reply, and what 
blessings did they invoke severally upon the 
woman and upon the man? 

Why did they pray that "his house might be 
like the house of Pharez?" N. B. In the 
distribution of the tribes, Pharez, the grand- 
son of Jacob, had the honor of having his 
bouse divided into two distinct branches, 
as Joseph's was into those of Ephraim and 
Manasseh, which became very numerous, 
and from one of which the Bethlemites 
themselves were descended, who of course 
knew very well the import of the blessing 
they invoked. 

How, and why, was Naomi specially congrat- 
ulated on the birth of Ruth's first-born? N. 
B. There was good reason for giving joy to 
Naomi on this occasion, as t\ve \vows& <& \*s& 
husband was now in a fair way 1&\»t^nK*. 

and the extinction of his raute vew ^ w 
prevented. 
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jj !t j . What kind offices did she perform toward 

j. ;j t '■': child, and what name was given it? I 

( M : r I- Obed signifies servant, and was prol 

' l ', ; - ' conferred with some allusion to the set 

si ' '!. ; ' with which he would by and by repay the 

' j \ : ' j and attentions of his aged relative. 

- \ , /• I Who was the third descendant from Boa: 

j ' : : Ruth? v. 22. 

What still higher honor at length accru< 

; ;. this converted daughter of Moab? M 

,'.■■■• 16. N. B. Her becoming a true pros 

■ | : and being engrafted into the stock of L 

is undoubtedly typical of the subse< 

• ; ;■ calling of the Gentiles into the Lhri 

church. 

What striking lesson are we taught by the 

of this history? N. B. That those 

, from unfeigned humility and a conscier 

submission to the will of God, are co 

with obscurity— cheerfully foregoing 

m » ■ t notice and praise of men — and pati 

f L • t performing the duties of their stations- 

the fairest candidates for the honor \ 

they have not sought, and are often 

signally eminent in the providence of 

What striking passage do we find in Soloi 

Proverbs applicable to this narrative? 

15. 25. 



■i 
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I. SAMUEL. 

Was Samuel the sole penman of the two hooks 
bearing his name? N.B. Samuel probably 
wrote the first twenty-four chapters of the 

. first book, carrying forward the history to 
the time of his death. 

By whom are the remaining parts supposed to 
have been written? 1 Chron. 29. 29. 

What is this book otherwise called, and why? 

What is its general scope ? N. 8. The sacred 
history having digressed to relate the idol- 
atry of the house of Micah, and of the 
Danites, the catastrophe of the Benjamites, 
and the marriage of Ruth with Boaz, re- 
sumes the thread of the narrative respecting 
the Judges, and gives us an account of the 
birth of Samuel, whom God raised up for his 
people, after the death of Samson. The 
two books which bear the name of Samuel, 
comprehend an historical account of the 
transactions which happened in the time of 
the two last Judges, Eli and Samuel, and of 
the two first Kings, Saul and David. 

Is this and the following book referred to by 
the New Testament writers as of undoubted 
divine authority? Mat. 12. 3, 4. Acts 13 fc 
21,22. 
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CHAPTER X. 

p 

\ What was the residence and ancestry of E 

1 kanah? 

i By what other name was the place of his res 

I dence called? v. 19. N. B. This Ramah 

! supposed to have been the same as Arinu 

i thea mentioned Mat. 27. 57. a few mil< 

4 ' north or northwest of Jerusalem. 

Of what tribe was he? 1 Chron. 6. 33—35. 
How was he connected in marriage and wb 

were the names of his wives? 
What evidence is there of his having been 
devout man, and who were the priests i 
Shiloh at that time? 
Are we required under the Gospel to attei 
upon the ministrations of notoriously wick* 
men? 
Why did he not perform these religious cex< 

monies at home? Deut. 12. 5 — 7. 
What offerings were those of which the offer* 
and his family might partake? Lev. 7. li 
Deut. 12. 17, 18. 
What token of preference did Elkanah on th 
" j ' occasion shew to Hannah, and what effa 

' > ; had this, together with Hannah's beio 

. < j childless, upon Penninah ? 

Did not this state of things grow out of Elk; 

zrnh's having probably disregarded the divir 

fg law? Le V , J& 18. 

» Were not these family bro\\s ^ec\x\\w\^ v*a! 

vorablo to the right petforovMxefc <& ^ 
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religious- exercises? Mai. 2. 13. Mat. 5. 
23— 25. 

Was this scene of vexation and irritation on 
the part of Penninah repeated from year to 
year as they went up to Jerusalem ? 

How was Hannah affected by this treatment, 
and how did her husband essay to comfort 
her? 

Does this gentle rebuke appear to have pre 
vailed upon her to eat ? 

What did she do, after the feast was over, in the 
presence of Eli? v. 9. 11. 

What ought ever to be the resort of the Lord's 
people in trouble? 

What construction did Eli put upon her con- 
duct, and what did he say to her? 

How did she vindicate herself? 

Was this satisfactory to Eli, what encourage- 
ment did he give her, and what effect did it 
produce upon her? 

What did they do in the morning? 

What did Hannah call the child of her prayers, 
and why? 

Ought not children to be instructed into the 
significancy of their own names? 

Did Elkanah continue to go up to the yearly 
sacrifice, and why did not Hannah accom- 
pany him? 

Is the care of children often a sufficient excuse 
for mothers and nurses absenting themsekre& 
from public worship? 
Did Elkanah consent, and whatm»dmfc ,, » > » fi * 
the child was weaned? 

H2 
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Was the offering she brought prescribed in the* 

Law? Num. 15. 9. 10. 
With what sacrifice was the child presented to 

Eli? 
What was Hannah's language to him when she 

surrendered her child to the service of the 

sanctuary? 
Ought we always to be willing to lend those 

blessings to the Lord which he has first lent 

to us? 
Is not this professedly done in the baptism of 

our infant offspring? 



CHAPTERS. 

How did Hannah evince her grateful sense of 
the Lord's goodness? 

Why is she said to have prayed, rather than 
sung, this song of praise. N. B. Thanks- 
giving and praise enter largely into the 
spirit of true prayer. 

Was not this song, like that of Miriam and 
Deborah, prompted by inspiration? N.. B. 
From a comparison of the lofty strains in 
which Hannah here celebrates her triumph, 
with the language of Isaiah ch. 54, it would 
seem that the Holy Spirit, unawares to 

her, adapted her words to notoa& d&atv 

of the holy exultation of the fataifc ©«riftfc 



jes Hannah's song bear a striking resem- 
blance to that of Mary, the mother of Christ ? 
Luke 1. 46—55. 

What are those vicissitudes among men which 
she ascribes to the overruling hand of the 
Most High? 

As there was no king in Israel at this time, 
what is meant by her concl uding words ? N . 
B. As the original word for anointed is 
Messiah, which here occurs for the first 
time in scripture, this is regarded as a very 
lucid prediction of "the Lord's anointed," 
the Saviour of the world, and the King of 
his spiritual Israel. 

In what occupation did Elkanah leave his little 
son? 

What was the character of Eli's sons, and to 
what was their wickedness in a great meas- 
ure to be ascribed? ch. 3. 13. 

What impious custom had these young men 
adopted in respect to the people's offerings? 

Was not a sufficient allowance made for the 
Priests by the provisions of the Law, and 
what was it? Lev. 7. 29—34. 

What if any man protested against their pro- 
fane demand of meat for roasting? 

How did God regard their conduct, and what 
effect had it upon the people? 

Is this the natural consequence of the sins of 
those who hold the sacred offk&t 

Whatjs said of Samuel and hift ^TBitoVa'to* 
mean time? v. IS— 21. 
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Did Eli hear of the abominations of his sons 
and what did he do to restrain them? \ 
22—25. 
j j What was the fault of this reproof? 

Should he at once have excluded them fror 
the Priesthood? Deut. 33. 9. 
! i Had his admonitions any effect upon them? 
: J Does Samuel's pious behaviour appear to h 
) '. purposely set in contrast by the sacred wri 

*' ter with the profane conduct of Eli's sons 

By what means did the Lord see fit to admin 

ister a solemn reproof to Eli? 
How did the man of God open his message ? ^ 

27—29. 
What high charge did he then bring again* 

him? v. 30. 
Do those who allow and countenance thei 
children in what is evil, in effect honor ther 
more than God? 
What former gracious intention toward th 
house of Eli and his father, does God see fi 
to reverse, and why? 
Are we not to infer that the promise alluded i 
was made with an implied condition, tha 
they should walk before God in faith am 
piety? 
With what threatened judgments is this deter 
mination accompanied, and what was to b 
the sign of their execution? v 31 — 34.. 
What other purpose was announced in connec 
' Ion w Hh this? 
# e 35 WaS *" P romise fulfiftedt V Tka 
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/hat was threatened to the remnant of EliV 
house, and was it accomplished? 1 Kings 
2.27. 



r hy was the word of the Lord peculiarly 

precious in the days of Samuel's childhood? 

Tiat remarkable occurrence took place when 

Eli on a certain occasion laid him down to 

rest? v. 1—6. 

ad Samuel been hitherto ignorant of this 
mode of revelation, and how did Eli direct 
him to improve it? 

r as it not a severe rebuke to Eli, that a mere 
child should be preferred to him? 
"hat was the message that came to Samuel? 
v. 11—14. 

r hat is stated to be the procuring cause of 
the judgments denounced against the house 
of Eli? 

re we taught by this that it is the indis- 
pensible duty of parents to use coercive 
measures in the management of refractory 
children? 

ow shall we answer those who maintain that 
the rod should be discarded in family disci- 
pline? Prov. 23L 13, 14. 
it not a false aspersion that \\& OnjS&xkcl <& 
the pious more frequently \*efccm» ^o»x^ 
bned than those of othetst Ytas.^St^- 



What was Samuel's deportment under the 
signal honor thus put upon him? 

How did Eli become acquainted with the mes- 
sage, and in what manner did he receive it? 

What further is said of Samuel, what was his 
reputation, and what subsequent marks of 
divine favor did he enjoy I N. B. The 
expression — "He let none of his words fall 
to the ground" — intimates that whatever he 
uttered in the character of prophet received 
a remarkable fulfilment, and thus firmly 
established his credit among the people. 
See ch. 9. 6. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Against whom did the Israelites at this time 

go out to battle, and with what success ? 
How were the people affected by the disaster, 
and to what measure did they resort in their 
extremity? 
What former circumstance probably suggested 

the idea? Josh. 6. 6; 
What ought they to have done under these cir- 
cumstances? Jer. 7. 8 — 7. 
Does it appear that they either consulted ■ 
Samuel, or asked counsel of the Lord in m 
reference to the step? I 

™*s not the removal of the aiW cwotaracr*} to^& 1 
tenor of the law inDeut. Vi.b— VYl 
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Did tliey accordingly send for the ark and by 

whom was it brought? 
What was the manner of its reception in the 

camp? 
Did they not in this transaction virtually make 

an idol of the ark? 
Is it not always equally vain to trust in the 

mere form, or ordinances, or external privi- 
leges of religion? 
What effect had the arrival of the ark upon the 

Philistines, and what did they say ? v. 7 — 9. 
What was the source of their dread ? v. 8. 
What was the issue of the battle? v. 10. 11. 
How is this event alluded to in the Psalms ? 

Ps. 78. 61, 64. 
Who brought the tidings to Shiloh, and with 

what tokens of grief? 
Where and in what frame was Eli in waiting, 

and how was he and the city affected by the 

arrival of the messenger? 
What was Eli's age and infirmities at this time, 

and how did he question the herald? 
What answer did he receive, and what was the 

effect of it? 
Does the fate of his sons, or the fate of the 

ark appear to have contributed most to this 

mournful event? 
Do the interests of religion habitually lay 

nearer the hearts of the pious than any other 

concern? Pa. 137. 5,6. 

What mb to be thought of Eli's cWwtet o^^ 
whole f 
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Di4 these desolating judgments extend still 

1 twiner into the family ? 
Does she appear to have been a pious woman*? 
What did she name her infant son, and what 

was signi6ed by it? 
Was it now that the abandonment of Shiloh 

commenced, and how is Jerusalem reminded 

of it ages afterwards? Jer. 7. 12 — 14. N. 

B. The ark was indeed finally recovered, 

but it was never restored to Shiloh. 
Ought the memory of divine judgments to be 

long kept up? 



CHAPTER V. 

* 

What did the Philistines do with the ark, and 

what was the consequence? 
What was signified by this miraculous circum- 
stance? Jer. 10. 6—16. 2 Cor, 6, 14—16. 
Is this emblematical of Christ's entering and 

taking possession of the heart? 
What superstitious custom did Dagon's fall 
give rise to among his priests and wor- 
shippers? 
What judgment from the hand of the Lord 
befel the inhabitants of Ashdod, and what 
language did it extort ftom ttmnA 
tethis emphatically alluded to u\ farttfttau 
■".78.05, 66. 
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What measures did they take to have the ark 
removed out of their coasts, and whither did 
they resolve it should be carried? 

What circumstance similar to this happened 
to Christ, the ark's antitype, when on earth? 
Mat. 8. 34. 

Did they execute this purpose, and what fol- 
lowed? 

Where did they next design to carry it, how 
were the people of the city affected by the 
project, and what did they do to prevent it? 

Was the hand of God in the mean time execu- 
ting its destructive work among them also? 

By what expression is the excruciating nature 
of their sufferings indicated? 



How long was the ark of the Lord in the 
country of the Philistines? 

What measures did they take to get rid of it, 
and what was the resuff of their counsels? 
v. 1—3. 

What were the special offerings which they 
proposed should accompany the ark ? N. B. 
JSo mention is previously made of mice 
among the plagues of the Philistines, but it 
is supposed that the anger of Heaven accom- 
panying the captured axk, c&us^tasav 4 ^ 
spring up in countless mu\t\ta&e», «y&vK 
the corn, and wasting and nwtoi4«^ 
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What precedent did they plead to enforce their 
counsels? v. 6. 

How should divine judgments upon others be 
improved? 

By what means did they propose to have the 
the ark transported? 

In what presumptuous manner did they propose 
to themselves to decide whether their suffer- 
ings had come by chance, or from the hand 
of God? 

Did God graciously suffer himself to be tempted 
and prescribed to, and what was the result 
of the experiment? v. 10 — 12. 

What was there miraculous in this incident? 

To whom did the city of Bethshemesh belong? 
Josh. 21. 14— 16. -j 

How were the inhabitants employed when the 
ark came among them, where did it come to 
a stand, and what was done on the spot? v. 
14, 15. 

What judgment befel the men of Bethshemesh, 

and for what cause? N. B. The numl 
- here specified has appeared to many incred-S 
ibly large, but it is not necessary to suppose! 
the event to have happened at one time, or 
on one spot. Multitudes looking into the 
ark and passing on for the present with 
impunity, would embolden other multitudes 
to follow their example. It is probable that 
they took occasion from the present mean 

and depressed condition of ftis scrV \» %fc \& 

a length of presumption wYv\c\i t\tf*j ^w&& 
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ces. But their temerity cost them dear. In 
like manner, there are those under the Gos- 
pel who take advantage of Christ's voluntary 
humiliation for our sakes — his condescend- 
ing to be found in fashion as a man-— to make 
free with his exalted person, to disparage his 
divinity, and spoil him of the greatest por- 
tion of his glory — a conduct like that of the 
men of Bethshemesh, fraught with the 
utmost danger, besides being the height of 
ingratitude. 
How were the people impressed with* this 
fearful stroke, and what did they do to havo 
the ark removed? N. B. Kirjath-jearim 
was situated between Bethshemesh and 
Shiloh, and they probably thought this remo- 
val would be furthering it so much on the 
way to its final destination. 




Did the men of Kirjath-jearim comply with the 
request, and what did they do with the ark? 

Ought the judgments inflicted upon those who 
profane the ordinances, to make us afraid of 
the ordinances themselves? 

How long did the ark abide in X^^ : ^t*sxvV 

Were the people brought at last to fc^ ^&^ 

need of tne divine presence* axA ^° ^^^ 
aforit? r 
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How did Samuel set himself to improve this 
promising disposition, and with what suc- 
cess? N.B. This, though briefly described, 
is supposed to have been one of the most 
powerful revivals ever recorded in the 
history of the chosen people. 

What fruits meet for repentance did the people 
bring forth! v. 4. 

What further did Samuel do to cany on this 
good work to perfection? 

Ought the management of revivals at this day 
to be regulated as nearly as possible by 
the accounts given of like events in the 
scriptures? 

Taking Samuel's conduct on this occasion for 
an example, what ought it to be the grand 
object of ministers and others to impress 
and inculcate upon the minds of the people 
at such seasons? 

Ought we to be any more satisfied with a 
mere external reformation than Samuel was 
with the children of Israel's putting away 
Baalim and Ashtaroth at this time? 

In what new capacity did Samuel begin to act 
on this occasion at Mizpah? 

In what light did the Philistines view this 
gathering of the children of Israel, and 
what did they do accordingly? 

Are the combinations of God's people for pious 
purposes often eyed aus^vcvoxx^ by the 

world ? 
?oes this rnnHnAt «f *K<* P\\YV\stVafc% *\a& $& 



101 

his emissaries against those who are repent- 
ing, reforming, and turning to God ? 

How were the people of Israel affected by the 
news of these operations, and what appli- 
cation did they make to Samuel ? 

What did Samuel do accordingly, and what 
followed? v. 9 — 11. N. B. Samuel was 
not a priest, but like Gideon before him, he 
was directed on this occasion to officiate in 
that capacity. The Philistines were no 
doubt inflated with the highest confidence 
of success from the previous advantages 
gained over the Israelites near to this very 
place. 

How did Samuel commemorate this timely 
deliverance? N. B. Ebenezer signifies, 
stone of kelp. 

What practical hint is hereby afforded to the 
people of God in all ages? 

What lasting effect had this event upon the 
Philistines? 

What captured possessions were restored to 
Israel? * 

How long did Samuel judge Israel, and in 
what mode did he fulfil the duties of his 
office? 

Where was his* residence, and what did he do 
in order to keep up the public exercises of 
religion? 
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What measure, intended for the public good, 
did Samuel adopt when he became old ? 

What were the names of his sons, and where 
were they stationed ? N. B. Beersheba was 
the southern extremity of the land of Israel, 
and Dan the northern* 

What was the result of this policy? v. 3. 

What precept of the divine law did they 
violate by this conduct? Ex. 23. 8. N. B, 
It is reasonable to infer that Samuel had 
inculcated the best principles upon his sons, 
as well as proposed to them a blameless 
example,, but the love of money, the root of 
all evil, seems to have effectually corrupted 
whatever virtues they had, and led to a sad 
disappointment of their father's hopes. 

What representation and request did the Elders 
make to Samuel? 

Should they not rather have required of him 
to bring his sons to an account for their 
mal-administration ? 

Are there not grounds to believe that they 
desired a king for other reasons than the 
ostensible one? v. 20. 

How did Samuel receive their request, and 
what answer did they obtain from the Lord' 
relative to it? 
Was there any intimation in the\«w ol ^««a, 

that such a change should ^tttahYy \*&a 
place in the government* I>eatVl.\4. 



What does the prophet Hoaea say of the Lord's 

fiving way to their impatient demand ? Hoe. 
3.11. 

What were some of the consequences which 
Samuel assured them they might look for 
from the gratification of their wishes? 

Did he plainly intimate that they would finally 
- repent of their choice 1 

Had his representations the desired effect ? 

What plea did they make use of in persisting 
in their request? 

Did Samuel again commend the affair to God, 
and what answer did he receive before dis- 
missing the people 1 

If .the leading men who urged the measure 
had been themselves ambitious of kingly 
power, would they not in some way or other 
have proposed themselves as candidates? 



CHAPTER XX. 

What account is given of Saul's parentage and 
person? 

Is there any propriety in calling Saul a young 
man, when he already had sons grown to 
man's estate? ch. 14. 49. N. B. There is 
nothing in the original to answer to this 
epithet; the correct translation \wm%— ** 
choice and goodly person. 11 

He/ate thn ri n ..>.n S f. _ w., »V.Aft Iin \c» 



104 

Was this whole aflair directed by a special 
providence? Prov. 16. 9. 

What were the prophets in Israel anciently 
called? 

Whom did they meet with as they went up 
the hill into the city, and what conversa- 
tion ensued? v. 11 — 13. 

What authority had Samuel or any one else 
to sacrifice in any place but that which 
God had appointed? N. B. As the ark 
was now removed from its tabernacle at 
Shiloh, as there was no other place appoint- 
ed for its permanent location , and as there 
was no altar for sacrifices at Kirjath-jearim 
where it was now abiding, the law in Deut. 
12, 5 — 7, appears to have been for the pre- 
sent necessarily suspended. This circum- 
stance goes with many others to shew that 
that whole system of worship was merely 
typical, of which the substance was yet to 
come ; otherwise the forms would have been 
more strictly adhered to. 

Do we learn from Samuel's example the 
propriety of craving a blessing upon our 
meals? 

Who came out into the street and met them 

as they advanced to the city, and by what 

means was he enabled to recognize Saul? 

v. 16, 17. 

How did Saul accost the pio^hct, and what 

words passed betwen Hyeml v.Yi^V 
9 it to be inferred from SauYa eiic^n ^ v 
'Ae prophet dispensed \v\V\i every V&vfc* 
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stately and pompous in his appearance and 
wore the garb and appearance of a plain 
unpretending man? 

How. did Samuel entertain Saul and hifl ser- 
vants? v. 22—24. 

What other interviews had they together! V. 
25-37. 

What was probably the tenor of Samuel's con- 
versation with Saul. 



With what ceremonies did Samuel proceed to 
confer the royal office upon Saul 1 

What was the vessel from which Samuel after- 
wards anointed David? ch. 16. IS. N. B. 
This may emblematically represent the 
more firm and lasting character of David's 
kingdom, while that of Saul was brittle and 
soon broken. 

What, beside affectionate good wishes, was 
intimated by the kiss? Pa. 2. 10—12. I 
Kings, 19. IS. 

On what occasion was the ceremony of au- 
ointing made use of, and what was typical- 
ly signified by it? Ex. 28. 41. 2. 2 Kings 
9. 6. N. B. The rite pointed to the great I 
Messiah, the Anointed One, ee^erasKVj "* 
hfc being anointed wWhlsius^ *^ B ww ^** 
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churchy and to the plenary effusion of the 
Holy Spirit upon them according to John 
3.34. 

What signs does the prophet give Saul for 
his further satisfaction? v. 2—6. 

With what directions did he accompany them? 

What happened as he turned away from Sam- 
uel to pursue his journey? 

Is it to be understood by this that Saul now ex- 
perienced a real work of regeneration? N. 
B. Saul henceforth no doubt became the 
subject of frequent serious impressions, but 
his life gives us no good reason to believe 
him to have been a pious man. When it is 
said therefore, that " God gave him another 
heart" — it is merely meant that he confer- 
red upon him those special endowments or 
gifts of government which would qualify 
nun for the able discharge of the duties of 
his new office. 

What happened to him according to the word 
of Samuel as he passed on his way, and 
what enquiries did it give rise to? 

What answer was returned? N. B. The ex- 
pression — "But who is their father" — is 
generally understood as being equivalent 
to — " Who but God is the father of proph- 
ets — and as he puts the spirit of prophecy 
upon whom he pleases, is it any wonder to 
find even Saul among them." It is possible 

however that it may be mtenta& X» \bswgo\- 

afea doubt of the source of the Vn^Vw&oa 
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not judge whether it was genuine till time 
and other circumstances should disclose the 
author and father of it. Viewed in this light 
it suggests a proper enquiry to be made in 
all ages concerning such as we often see 
brought under sudden and powerful reli- 
gious excitement : — " But who is their far 
iherf*— -Where do their raptures come 
from? 

What proverb originated from this circum- 
stance? 

What questions were asked Saul when he re- 
turned home, and how did he answer them? 

Where did Samuel after this convoke a gener- 
al assembly of the people and for what 
purpose? Ans. To confirm and ratify in a 
formal manner the election of a king which 
God had previously made. 

How did he address the people and what 
order did he give them? 

What was the issue of the lot? 

Where did Saul conceal himself and what 
may we suppose to have been his motive? 

What was his personal appearance when 
produced and presented to the people? 

Was this any commendation to him in the 
eyes of the Lord? Ps. 147. 10. 

How was he received by the people? 

Does this circumstance throw light upon an 
expression in the prophecy of Baisasb. 7 , 
Num. 23. 21. 

What did Samuel leave on Tecoxi \kSsc& ^ s4r 
missing the assemttly ? N . B • TVvv* «*** 
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that he clearly pointed out the the terms of 
the compact between the prince and the 
people— defining the rights, prerogatives, 
and rules of government of the one, togeth- 
er with the duties and privileges of the 
other. 

Whither did Saul return, and how attended? 

How was he regarded by the men of Belial, or 
the baser class? 



What hostilities were now waged against a 
portion of the Israelites, and what terms 
did they offer to the invaders? 

Did Nahash require still harder conditions, 
and what had the elders to say to his terms? 

How did tidings of the affair come to Saul, 
and how was he employed at the time? 

What was said to him, how was he moved by 
it, and what did he do? 

What was signified by this act, and what ef- 
fect had it? v. 7. 

What number of men was soon mustered in 
Bezek? 

What word was sent back by the messengers, 
and to what degree did it animate the men 
of Judah? v. 9. 10. 
In what order and at what time did they come 

up with the enemy, and mt\ivj\\».\. sa<i<!*®e» 
did they Ml upon 4hemt ^.^. *««\ 
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seenteftohave accomplished this expedition 
with amazing celerity, as his promise was 
that he would afford them help next day 
before the sun Was hot, yet he arrived be- 
fore day in the morning watch, and by 
noon had completed the victory ! 

What mark of honor and regard did the peo- 
ple now manifest towards Saulj and how 
did he receive them? 

What Subsequent occasion did the inhabitants 
of this city avail themselves of to shew 
their respect for the services of Saul? ch. 
31. 11—13. 

Did Saul thus far manifest a spirit every way 
becoming his sationf 

What motion did Samuel make to the people 
before they dispersed* and what followed % 

Is it highly proper that the people of <*od after 
special deliverances should renew the oath 
of allegiance and the vow of devotedness to 
Him? 



Sow did Samuel begin his address, and what 
solemn appeal did he make to the people 
and to the Lord on the occft&toiA ^ % \— *>• 
What prominent points in tarix V*»V ^^ 
does he bring up in review Yfe&Rfe ^^ 
v. 6—12. r 
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What does he assure them as to their future 

conduct? v. 13—15. 
How does he go on to convince them of their 

great sin in desiring a king? 
What was there peculiarly miraculous in 

this? 
What impression did the event produce upon 

the people, and how did he assuage their 

fewra? 
What declaration does he make to them in the 

Lord's name, and what does he engage for 

himself? 
What do we find parallel to this in the lan- 
guage of Paul? 2 Cor. 12. 14, 15. 
How does he conclude the whole? v. 24, 25. 



What policy did Saul adopt after reigning two 
years, and what disposal did he make of 
this force? 

Had the Philistines in the meantime been re- 
gaining their strength? 

What exploit is here recorded of Jonathan, 

and by what was it followed ? N. B. The 

Philistines appear to have held by some 

kind of compact several garrisons in the 

land of Israel, and it is conjectured that 

Saul from a dread of their gtomx^ ^wec 

prompted Jonathan to this ate\» v& nV&a&hrl 
; *f (he articles entered into, exA fc»X \te* 
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act of perfidy brought the nation of Israel 
into great disrepute. The original term 
for " had in abomination" is the same as 
that employed by Jacob, (Gen. 34. 36.) 
which doubtless refers to the breach of a 
covenant. 

Where were the people called together after 
Saul, and how large an army did the Phi- 
listines bring into the field ? 

What effect had this formidable armament on 
the Israelites? v. 6, 7. 

How did Saul disobey Samuel's express order 
given in the name of the Lord, and what 
weak defence did he make to excuse hin> 
self to the prophet ? 

How did Samuel represent his conduct, and 
what sentence did he pronounce upon 
himf 

What ensued upon the breaking up of the in 
terview? v. 15, 16; 

Where did the Philistines encamp, and how 
did they proceed in ravaging the country? 

Is a striking picture of Israel's distress drawn 
by the prophet, and what does he represent 
as the procuring cause of it? Is. 42. 22 — 25. 

What signal advantage for carrying on war 
had the Philistines gained by their previ- 
ous policy over the Israelites? v. 19, 20. 

Did Nebuchanezzar afterwards adopt a similar 
expedient? 2 Kings 24. \4. 

Were the the Israelites ptovVifi^ ^X.^\Ss^^a 
respect for an engagement 
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What bold stroke against the enemy did Jon- 
athan meditate, and to whom did he com- 
municate it? 

Where was Saul abiding at this time and how 
was he attended? 

Who attended him as priest, and with what en- 
signs of the sacred office? 

Did this circumstance probably inspire him 
with a vain confidence? Judg. 17. 13. 

What was the relative local situation of {he 
two armies? v. 4, 5. 

How did Jonathan break the project to his 
armor-bearer, and how did he answer him? 

Does the scheme indicate a strong spirit of 
faith in both of them? 

Does the result prove it to have been suggested 
by a divine impulse? 

By what considerations did he encourage him- 
self in the undertaking? 

Are we at present to expect miraculous inter- 
positions in our anairs? 

What token did they agree upon according to 
which their proceedings were to be deter- 
mined? 

What was the consequence of their discover- 
ing themselves to the Philistines? 

What was the success of their first onset? 
-How is the panic described, and what mirac- 

ulous event occurred to eucreass *\V.\ 
tavewe already considered f*. w»^«Tf *«* 
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bat did the watchmen of Saul observe, and 
what steps were immediately taken? 
d the increasing tumult in the host render 
Saul so impatient that he could not wait 
for an answer from the oracle? 
ould we suffer our most pressing business to 
interrupt our religious exercises ?N. B. The 
svent frequently proves that the calls to 
which we give way are by no means urgent, 
ind that it would have been better for us to 
lave continued at our duties. Just as in 
lie present case Saul found the enemy so 
)usUy employed in slaughtering each other, 
ind doing his work for hihi, that his services 
;ould have been .very well spared till he had 
inished his devotions. 

lat unexpected success did the Israelites re- 
ceive on that occasion? v. 21. 
lither did the battle -pass over? 
iat circumstances occurred to distress the 
Israelites in the full tide of their victory? 
is this a very rash and impolitic order, and 
enforced with a needless severity? 
re the people cruelly tantalized by it? 
w did Jonathan fall under the curse and 
vhat ensued? v. 27—30. 
ither did they pursue the enemy, and what 
vas the unhappy consequences of their 
asting?v.31— 33. 

at express law was broken by this means? 
)eut. 12. 23. 

it order did Saul issue fox fofc ^\K\ARfe <& 
tying their sinful precipiUucr^ 

K2 
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How did he distinguish the place? 
jj ,! ; What propositions did he then make 

<| :| [ ■ j, people, and how was it received? 

• r ! | ; f What deterred him from putting it in 

?; ,.' f • "H Docs he seem to have concluded that ( 

j '.'.':' f for some reason offended, and how < 

• ■ j 1 I proceed to .Atect the transgress 
\ ;!,| 38—42. ^ 

; i < : Is this always a reasonable conciusio 

\ \. [ our prayers are not answered? v. * 

Did not Saul in this matter shew 

blinded to his own sin in troubl 

rael? 
Are those often the severest towards 

faults, who are most indulgent to the 
How was Jonathan rescued? 
Was the opportunity thus lost of cor 

the destruction of the Philistines? 
What is said of Saul and his achici 

after this? 



CHAPTER XV, 

What commission does Samuel now 

Saul, and how does he commence 

livery of it? v. 1 — 3. 

Where have we an account and how < 

^9 of this people's Wing, contain 

devoted to destruction"! Tfcut. S£> 
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How large a force was soon collected, and 
what was Judah's proportion? 

How did Saul station his army, and what 
message did he send to the Kenites or de- 
scendants of Jethro? 

What was Balaam's prophecy respecting the 
Amalekites and Kenites? Num. 24. 20, 21 
N. B. Though the latter were to be wasted, 
yet Saul was not to waste them. 

Do good men often leave the divine blessing 
as an inheritance to their children? 

Was it not as just to punish the present race of 
Amalekites for the sins of their fathers, as 
to reward the Kenites for the good deeds of 
theirs? Mat. 23. 35. N. B. There is noth- 
ing, however, in the scriptures which teaches 
that God punishes men independent of their 
own personal deserts. 

Did the Kenites depart? 

Is it always dangerous to be found among 
God's enemies when desolating judgments 
are abroad? Rev. 18. 14. 

What was the issue of the enterprize and what 
was faulty in Saul's conduct on the occa- 
sion? N. B. The command given to Saul 
(v. 3.) was no doubt designed as a particular 
test of his obedience ; one- on which the most 
momentous consequences were suspended, 
and in this respect analagous to the charge 
given to Lot and his family about tocfe&% 
back towards Sodom, and wft \ssKtab ^c®^ 
laid on our first parents Tel&tvre to «&£v&%« 
the forbidden tree. The sacra ^tcvca^» 
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special probation we doubt not, from Heb, 
12. 15-—17., holds under the Gospel, and 
those who have received more than usu* 
al illumination ought to be aware, when 
brought into circumstances of strong temp- 
tation, that their eternal destiny may hinge 
upon the issue of that one trial, not howe- 
ver but that the truly penitent shall ever- 
more find mercy. 

What word of the Lord came to Samuel on 
this occasion, and how was that good man 
affected by it? 

What was told Samuel respecting Saul's move- 
ments, as he was in pursuit of him, and 
what were the circumstances of their inter- 
view? N. B. By Saul's " setting him up a 
place" is probably meant his erecting a tro- 
phy, triumphal arch, or some other monu- 
ment of his victory over the Amalekites. 

What solemn remonstrance did the prophet 
then utter, and how did Saul endeavor to 
to justify himself? v. 14, 15. 

Of what does he proceed to remind Saul, and 
what use does he make of this fact? v. 
16—19. 

How does Saul still persist in vindication of 
himself, and does his own confession con- 
vict him ofydownright disobedience? 

Is hypocrisy in religion very apt to be detect- 
ed' by a partial obedience ?. 
What appeal did Samuel then make to SauPs 

conscience on the grand pfuicvcte <& sfc^N- 
ingGod! * 
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What does our Saviour say of similar import t# 
this? Mat. 12. 7. 

How did he then proceed to read out to him his 
doom? 

What confession was Saul at length induced 
to make and what request did he join 
with it? 

What did Samuel reply, and what happened 
as he turned to go away? 

How did he improve the circumstance? 

Is it unspeakably fearful to incur a sentence 
of which the Strength of Israel will never, 
never repent? 

What request did Saul urge hereupon, shew- 
ing that his principal concern was about 
his credit with the people? 

Is it always a bad sign when one who pre- 
tends to be humbled before God is very so- 
licitous to be honored in the sight of men? 
John 5. 44. 

Relate the circumstances of the fate of 
Agag? 

What led him to suppose that the bitterness of 
death was past? N. B. He probably infer- 
red this from having been spared when his 
subjects were slain, and from his having 
now been taken out of the hands^f an arm- 
ed and vindictive king, and bright before 
a gentle prophet. 

Does this represent the langaa%fe c&xcs&Cv 
tudee who are equally likely viVftv &g&% ^ 
be disappointed? 
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Who alone are entitled to adopt this Ian* 
guage? 

What appalling sentence does Samuel- pro- 
nounce against him, and how does he pro- 
ceed to execute it? 

Did he thus shew himself entitled to the 
praise bestowed upon his tribe in reference 
to another- transaction? Deut. 38. 9. 

What similar incident is related of another 
prophet? 1 Kings 18. 40. 

Did Samuel henceforth ever come to sea- 
Saul? 

What token of concern did he nevertheless 
evince for him? v. 84. 



What appears to have been Samuel's ordinary 

occupation after retiring from public life? 
On what new occasion relating to the state 

was he called out? 
What objection, did he raise and how did the 

Lord obviate it? 
Was this in any measure repugnant to truth? 
Whom was he bid to call to the sacrifice* and 

what else to do? 

How did the men of Bethlehem receive him, 

and what was probably the occasion of 

their dread? N. B. Esfibst craniroaa& ^ss&. 

led them to fear Ynin as a m<e®sfiK*gst & 

wrath, or they dreaded \\» rag* <& ^wafc* 
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case they entertained bim. On grounds 
somewhat similar, "all Jerusalem was trou- 
bled with Herod" when they heard of the 
birth of Jesus in this very city of Bethle- 
hem, dreading the effect of his jealousy. 

What was Samuel's answer, and whom did 
he sanctify? N. B. By this is principally 
meant, that he commanded them to sanctify 
themselves; according to a phraseology 
which we have had occasion to notice 
before. 

"Who was the eldest of Jesse's sons, what was 
Samuel's impression when he presented 
himself, and how was his error corrected? 

Were the prophets themselves liable to mis- 
take at times? 2 Sam. 7. 3. 

How many of Jesse's sons came successively 
before Samuel and with what result? 

How many sons had he in all? ch. 17. 12. 

What followed upon the rejection of the se- 
ven? v. 10. 11. 

How does the Pslamist speak of this? Ps. 78. 
70,71. 

What was David's personal appearance? 

What is the import of his name? Ans. Be- 
loved, from his being one of the most emi- 
nent types of the Beloved Son of God, who 
is frequently called David in the prophetic 
scriptures. See Jer. 30. 9. Hos. 3. 4,5. 
He is supposed to have been at this tune 
eighteen or twenty years of ugb. 
What mark of honor was put. \^tL\£vE&.*»k 
wbate&ct followed? 2 Sam.S&A^ 
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Did this anointing actually invest him wit] 
the kingly authority without the concui 
rence of the people? 2 Sam. 2. 4. 

Whither did Samuel retire after this last publi 
act? 

What happened to Saul in consequence of hi 
transgressions, and what is to be understoo 
by it? N. B; It is implied that the peculia 
tokens of divine favor which he had foi 
merly enjoyed were withdrawn — that hi 
good dispositions, together with his cape 
city for public business forsook him, an 
that he became a prey to fretfulness, rasl 
nessj suspicion, melancholy; at one tim 
giving way to ungoverned bursts of ange: 
at another sinking into the terrors of despai 

Is something like this still the consequence < 
grieving away the spirit of God by wilfi 
sin? 

What expedient did his servants suggest f< 
mitigating his distress, and what did he sa 
to it? 

Could they have given him much better at 
vice* and what should it have been? 

Does this strikingly represent the conduct < 
those who endeavor to drown conviction i 
the pleasures of sense? 

What individual was recommended to Saul f< 
this purpose, and on what grounds? 
By what means was he hrovj^ht to court, i 
what esteem was he he\d,BX^^aaX.^fc fcxs 

a S8isrned him* 
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What other instance have we of music being 
resorted to to compose and exhilerate the 
spirits? 2 Kings 3. 15. 



Does David appear to have retired from the 
court for some time previous to the events 
related in this chapter? v. 15, 58. 

What armies are here presented to us in hostile 
array, and what were their respective sta- 
tions? 

What remarkable personage stands forth as 
the champion of the Philistines? 

Are we any where else informed how his an- 
cestors came to be seated in Gath? Josh. 
11.22. 

What description is given of his person, and 
armor? N. B. His height at a moderate 
calculation is computed to have been up- 
wards of ten feet, and his • coat of mail 
alone, saying nothing of his other armor, 
weighed upwards of 150 pounds! 

How did he challenge and defy the armies of 
Israel, and what was the effect upon them? 

To what was their faint-heartedness owing? 
Deut. 32. 

How long a time did he continue \o MWet^fcaa* 
insolent language 9 , v. 16» 

What is said of Jesse's age and &XN&3 **• ^ 
time? v, 12 — 14 
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How was David employed at this crisis, and 
by what means -did he get to the camp? 
v. 17, 18. 

Was there a peculiar Providence in David's 
being sent rather than any of his brethren! 

What is said of his compliance with his fathers 
order, and what took place when he arriv- 
ed? v. lft— 24. 

What tempting rewards were held out to the 
man who should encounter and kill the 
Philistine? 

What was meant by the expression that " his \ 
father's house should be free in Israel?" 
Ezra 7. 24. 

What did David say to those that stood by, and 
what was the jealous and reproachful an- 
swer of his brother? 

What was David's meek, yet manly reply, 
and was he at all discouraged or deterred ? 

Did his words at length come to the ears of « 
Saul, and what does he say to him when J 
called into his presence? 

Was David's heroic purpose doubtless the ef- 
fect of a divine impulse upon his mind? 

What objection did Saul suggest and how 
did David reply? v. 33—37. 

What fruit should we always derive from 
the past experience of God's mercies? Ps. 
77. 5—11. 
How did Saul proceed to accoutre this youth- " 

ful champion, and wYiaX yj*» ^taa ttroafe* : 

quence ? 
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Was this circumstance providential, and what 
was the design of it? Zech. 4. 6. 1 Cor. 
1.27. 

With what armor did he equip himself, and 
draw near to the Philistine, and in what 
spirit did Goliath receive him? v. 41, 42. 

What was said by x them respectively as they 
drew near to the combat? v. 43 — 47. 

Relate the remaining circumstances and the 
final issue of the engagement? v. 48 — 51. 

How did the men of Israel follow up this 
victory? 

How did David dispose of his trophies, and what 
notice did Saul take of him? v. 55, 58. N. B. 
Although it is hardly supposeable that Saul 
had lost all recollection of David who for 
some time was attached to his court, and 
even to his person, yet it is very conceivable 
that he had, in his mental agitation and 
distraction, forgotten his family, after the 
name and character of which he now en- 
quires. 



What effect had David's late exploit, together 
with his general winning deportment^ uajqtcv 
Jonathan? 

Sow did he testify his affection, and Stoui^Xsak 
does it appear to have been muVuX* 
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Where was David's ordinary residence henc 

forward, how was he employed, and wi 

what acceptance? 
Did Jonathan take a course towards Dav 

which amounted to a generous relinquis 

ment of his own prospects of the kingdon 
What incident occurred while Saul and Day 

in company were visiting several cities 
... Israel after the death of Goliath? 

-i Does the bestowment even of deserved prai 

1 require the exercise of the greatest pr 

dence? 
What effect had the circumstance on Saul, ai 

how was his malevolence evinced? v. 8, 
Did it prompt him to any act of violence, ai 

with what result? 
What was the source of Saul's dread of Davi 

what measures did it lead him to adopt, ai 

what was the consequence? 
Do the pure and holy lives of good men oft/ 

strike the wicked with a kind of terro 

Mark 6. 20. 
Did he gain in the affections of the people 

much as he lost in those of. Saul ? 
What plot did Saul devise for the purpose 

exposing David to be cut off by the PI 

listines? 
Was he not bound in truth and honor to gi 
his daughter to David ? 
How did David reply to the proposition, a: 
"as it faithfully fulfilled* 
/? departure of God's sp\nt feom *^ 
pTter * varied in the subject of SxV* * 
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f 

abandonment of truth, honesty, and every 
moral principle? 

When the former stratagem failed, what new 
snare was laid for David? N. B. "In the 
one of the twain," i. e. that between both 
his daughters* Merab and Michal, he should 
in the end become his son-in-law. 

What did Saul command his servants, and 
what was the result? 

What did Saul make the condition of David's 
marrying Michal, and did he readily 
comply? 

What was the effect of Saul's increasing con- 
viction that the Lord was with David, and 
what spirit did he manifest in this? 1 John, 
3. 12. 

What was the impression produced upon the 
nation at large by David's wise behaviour, 
especially in respect to the Philistines? 



What new troubles came upon David after his 
marriage, and what blessing had he to coun- 
terbalance them? Prov. 17. 17. 

Does' deep settled malice naturally tend to 
murder? 

How did Jonathan endeavor to effect the safety 
of David? 

Does this plan appear to havetafeft «& ws&cv- 
ved that David might be au e&x-'W&o££& *& 
the conference^ 

L2 
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By what engagements did he attempt to pacify 
and reconcile his father? 

What effect had his intercession upon Saul, 
and what were the fruits of it? v. 6. 7. 

What signal service did David again perform 
for his country, and how was this and all 
his kindness to Saul rewarded? v. 8 — 10. 

What further mischief did Saul plot against 
David, and how was he delivered from it? 

What escape similar to this is mentioned in 
the New Testament? Acts 9. 25. 

What Psalm did David pen on this occasion? 
Ps. 69. Title. 

What was Michal's stratagem for deceiving 
the messengers, and what was the result? 

Was there any thing in her conduct which 
cannot he justified? 

Whither did David flee for refuge and for 
counsel and what passed between him and 
his venerable friend ? 

What appears to have been Samuel's ordinary 
occupation at this time? N. B. He proba- 
bly presided over a seminary of young 
prophets. 

Did Saul hear of David's retreat, and what 
ensued? v. 20— 20. 

What similar passage do we find in the New- 
Testament indicating the happy effects or 
religious assemblies? 1 Cor, 14. 24, 25. 
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Whither did David flee while Saul was in his* 
trance, how did he lay open his heart to 
his friend, and how was he answered? 

Does Jonathan appear to have been deceived 
in his father? 

What further conversation ensued, and what 
mode of trial did they agree upon? v. 3 — 8. 

How does Jonathan protest his fidelity to 
David, and what further conversation had 
they? v. 9—13. 

What additional engagements does he urge 
David to enter into? 

By what token did he agree to give him notice 
how his father stood affected towards him? 
v. 18—23. 

Was David missed at the next monthly feast, 
and to what did Saul attribute his absence? 

Was the feast here spoken of especially com- 
manded in the law? Num. 28. 11. Ps. 81. 3. 
N. B. Extraordinary sacrifices were offered 
upon this occasion, upon a part of which the 
offerers and their families feasted. 

What transpired on the next day, and the day 
following, and how did Jonathan plead 
David's excuse ? v. 24 — 29. 

•How was Saul hereby affected, and how did 
his rage vent itself? 

What humble remonstrance did Jooa&asi 
make, and how was it receVve&l 

What saying in the Pro\ei\*B ia ratass*^ ^ 

gested by this relation^ Pww.Yt.V*.. 
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How did Jonathan proceed in the morning to 
fulfil his promise to David? v. 35—40. 

What were the circumstances of their meeting 
and parting? 

Does it appear that they met more than once 
after this? ch. 23. 16—18. 



Whither did David now betake himself, and 

how did Ahirfielech receive him? 
Does it appear that he was absolutely alone? 

Mark 2. 26. 
What seems to have been his principal object 

in coming hither? ch. 22. 10. 
What did he answer the priest, and what is to 

be thought of his conduct in this respect? 
Was a falsehood on this occasion both useless 
" and inexpedient? 
Did David afterwards reflect severely upon 

^himself for his duplicity at this time? ch. 

22.22. 
Did j&himelech hesitate somewhat in com- 
plying with his request, and did he finally 

yield? 
For what purpose does our Saviour allude to 

this circumstance? Mat. 12. 3, 4. 
Are we from hence to infer that the positive 
institutions of religion ra&y \» ^vs^euoed 
with when the preservation ^USfe, ox \«^^ 
necessity require it? 
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Who happened to be present at this time that 
afterwards proved a traitor both to David 
and to Ahimelech? N. B. He was probably 
a proselyte. 

What further request did David make to Ahim- 
elech, and what did he obtain in conse- 
quence ? 

Whither did he go from thence^ and why? 

What feelings did his coming excite in the 
servants of Achish, and what effect had this 
upon his spirits? 

What stratagem did he resort to in this ex- 
tremity? 

What Psalm was written at this time, and what 
sentiments does David express in it? Ps. 34. 
N. B. Ahimelech mentioned in the title of 
this Psalm was the name common to all the 
kings of the Philistines. 

Was this dissimulation inconsistent with per- 
fect truth and uprightness? 

What consequence followed? N. B. It is 
supposed by some that the 56th Ps. was also 
composed during David's stay at Gath on 
this occasion. 



Where was David's next place of raKKt n *x& 
who flocked to him in his vo\\av\»r} cn&fe^ % 
What remarkable incident toc!k ^\»Cfc *k ^ 
timet 2 Sam. 23. 13—17. 
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What Psalm did he write here, and what is th# 
general strain of it? Ps. 142. 

Is it probable, that the Apostle alludes to David 
among the Old Testament worthies men- 
tioned Heb. 11. 38? 

Whither, and for what purpose did he then go 
thence, and with what success? 

Is there reason to think that the king of Moab 
was at this time an enemy to Israel? ch. 14. 
47. N. B. As David's grand-mother Ruth 
was a native of Moab, it is probable that 
this circumstance formed another induce- 
ment for him to provide a retreat for his 
aged parents in that country. 

What prophet's counsel and company did David 
enjoy at this time, and what direction did 
he receive from him with which he com- 
plied? 

What event, soon occurred which showed that 
his presence was much needed in the land 
of Judahf ch> 23. 1—5. 

Where was Saul abiding at this time, and what 
did he say to his servants when informed 
that David was discovered? 

What new information was then given him, 
and what step did the king immediately 
take? 

In what language was Ahimelech arraigned, 
and what did he plead in his own defence? 

What sentence did Saul then barbarously 

pronounce upon him and Vila Yiovx^wn&Y&ra 

ps* it executed? v. 1&— \B. 
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How many persons fell victims to his cruelty 

on that occasion? v. 18. 
Did his inhuman revenge proceed to still 

greater lengths? v. 19. 
What former denunciation was accomplished 

by this fearful massacre? ch. 2. 31—36. 
Does this history present us with a mournful 

picture of the final consequences of undue 

parental indulgence? 
Did Saul notwithstanding act freely in this 

transaction, and thus render himself as 

guilty as though no such previous prediction 

had been made? 
What Psalm was written by David on the occa- 
sion of Doeg's treachery, and what is the 

drift of it? Ps; 52. 
Who of the family escaped, what word did he 

bring to David, and what was his reply ? N. 

B. David was in Keilah at this time. 
Was it however a comfort to David that he 

hereby secured the presence of a High 

Priest with him? ch. 23. 9. 



What tidings of an invasion are brought to 
David, and what does he do before going up 
against the enemy ? 

What practical duty is intimated to v» Vol^kv^ 
eirciumtance? Prov. 3. 6, 
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For what reason did he enquire a second time, 
and what answer did he receive ? 

What was the success of the expedition, and 
who came to him at Keilah? 

Why is it mentioned that he came with an 
ephod in his hand? Exo. 28. 28—30. 

How did Saul flatter himself when he heard of 
David's being at Keilah ? 

What did he hereupon undertake, and to what 
had David recourse? 

Did he repeat his enquiry, and what answer 
was returned him? 

What effect had this on David's movements, 
and his on Saul's? 

Where did David abide after this, and of what 
avail was Saul's pursuit of him? 

What was David well persuaded of as to Saul's 
intentions, and with whom had he an inter- 
view in the wilderness for the last time? 

What passed between these constant friends 

on this occasion? 
What intelligence was now conveyed to Saul, 
and how did he receive it? v. 19 — 23. 

Into what imminent peril was David there 
brought, and how did he escape? 

Does the Lord often interpose for the. deliver- 
ance of his people just at the crisis when 
they are about to give up all hope? 1 Cor. 
10. 13. 

What did they thence call the place, and what 
does the name signify*. Kx». Hodt «£ 

divisions, from its sepaTatu^\iS\w^^fcwY\ 

and Saul on this occasion. 
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Whither did David thence retire? N. B. It is 
supposed that it was in the wilderness of 
Engedi that David penned the 63d Psalm, 
which is replete with the most pious and 
and devout sentiments. 



What induced Saul to renew his pursuit of 

David, and how large a force did he employ 

for that purpose? 
What remarkable Providence brought him and 

David together? 
What did David's attendants say to him on this 

occasion, and with what considerations did 

he restrain both himself and them from 

harming Sa,ul ? 
How far did he avail himself of the present 

opportunity, and with what subsequent 

feelings? 
What are we taught by David's moderation in 

this instance? Prov. 16. 32. 
What occurred after Saul left the cave? 
Repeat the substance of David's pathetic 

appeal to Saul on this occasion? v. 9 — 15. 
Was Saul exceedingly softened by David's 

words, and how did he reply? v % 16— 3ft. 
To what was this sudden cYian^jb toym^ 

Prov. 21. 1. 
With what request of Saul d\4 Dwri& s.o\tf$ 
before thev Dartari f 
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Was David's confidence in Saul henceforth 
restored ? Prov. 26. 25. John 2. 23, 24. 



Whose death is here mentioned, and what 
tokens of public regret Were manifested ? 

Had the people by this time undoubtedly 
become sensible of their folly in rejecting 
him and desiring a king? 

Where was he buried, and whither did David 
fetire after this? 

Of whom have we an account in this connec- 
tion, and what is said both of the man and 
his wife? N. B. Nabal signifies folly. 

On what occasion did David send a message 
to him, and what were the young men com- 
manded to say? v. 4 — 8. 

Might David justly have claimed a reward 
from Nabal, instead of suing for a favor? 

What harsh and insolent reply did Nabal make 
to them? 

What was David's hasty resolve when inform- 
ed of what had happened? v. 13. 21, 22. 

What intelligence was given in the mean time 
to Abigail, and what step was she prompted 
to take ? v. 14—19. 
Would she, in ordinary cite\nx&\KC£&&> \\ave 

teen justified in disposing so \ax^g&^ <& V<et 
{M8band>8 property without Yoa caiosfifcto 
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What were the circumstances of her interview 
with David, and what the substance of the 
plea she offered on the occasion? v. 23 — 31. 

Was the whole address managed with the 
utmost prudence and ingenuity? 

Was the admonition taken as well as it was 
given, and what was David's reply? v. 
32—34. Prov. 25. 12. 

Did he receive her present, and what were his 
parting words to her? 

Might not this affair of David have suggested, 
to Herod the proper mode of releasing him- 
self from the rash, vow which finally cost 
the life of John the Baptist? Mat. 14. 8—11. 

What occurred soon, after at Nabal's house? v. 
36—38. 

What important results grew out of this trans- 
action? v. 39,40. 

Did her modest reply intimate that she declined 
the proposal? 

What other wife did David take, and how had 
Saul disposed of Michal ?. 



What new information did Saul receive from 
the Ziphites, and what ptoWYA^ \eto\&\Ns&. 
them again to betray himl 14. "ft. ^ V& "cak 
unlikely mat they despaired <£Itan&* ^^ 

J&z Bur their Jocuiex perfidy \ 
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What was Saul hereupon prompted to do, a 

how did David get intelligence of his n 

tions? 
What discovery did David himself .make 

Saul's situation, and what adventure did 

propose to two of his comrades? 
How was Abishai related to David? 1 Chrc 

2.16. 
In what posture did they find things in the cam 
What was Abishai's suggestion to David, a 

how did he receive it?- 
What was the only improvement they ma 

of the opportunity thus put into their banc 
How was he enabled to do this? 
What did David do after retiring and placi 

himself upon a post of safety, and wl 

dialogue ensued? v. 13 — 16. 
What was Saul's language when he kn< 

David's voice, and what was David's repl 

v. 17—20. 
What penitent acknowledgments did Saul th 

make, and what evidence did David produ 

of his own innocent intentions? 
What invitation did he make to David and w; 

what promise was it accompanied? 
How did David restore him his spear and 1 

cruse, and with what expressions did he 

it? v.22— 24.. 

What prediction- did Saul utter of Davit 

advancement? 

■Oid Saul and David on this occasion, toasto 

part for the last time? N.B.TY»*eV^ 

*ence that they ever had aaoXWvotasr 
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What signs of despondency did David at 
length evince in view of the malice of Saul 
and the treachery of his countrymen? 

Are the strongest believers under heavy and 
long continued trials liable to the same in- 
roads of unbelief? N. B. The whole train 
of events that mark the history of David 
from this time to the death of Saul shew 
plainly that this was one of the most ill - 
judged steps which he could possibly have 
taken. It involved disobedience to a former 
command (ch. 22. 5.) and led him to adopt an 
equivocating course of conduct highly de- 
rogatory to his character, and followed by 
evident tokens of divine displeasure. 

Whither did he fly for refuge, with what 
attendants, and with what effect upon 
Saul? 

What request did he make of Achish, and 
what did he do in compliance with it? 

Was Ziglag in the country of the Philistines, 
or did it properly belong to the inheritance 
of Israel? Josh. 15.31. 

How long a time did he dwell there, what 
expedition did he then engage in, and with 
what success? 

Had this people been long ago doomeft. \& ta&- 
truction? N. B. The GesYiwrYtaa *sA ^ 
Gezrites were probably btiitftaeft * *® R 

Mo 



138 

Amalekites and fell under the general sen- 
tence. 

What region did they inhabit? 

What account did he give to Achish after his 
return, and what is to be thought of it? N» 
B. What David said was undoubtedly true in 
itself, although it did not convey a true 
impression of the fact to the mind of Achish, 
who at once concluded from this ambiguous 
answer that David had been fighting against 
his own countrymen, and had thus widened 
the breach between himself and them so that 
it could not be healed. He must, however, 
be acquitted of a positive falsehood. 

What severity did David employ in this expe- 
dition, and for what reason? 



On what occasion did Achish design to secure 
the services of David, and what evasive 
answer did he receive which he construed 
favorably? 

What promise did he make upon that under- 
standing to David ? 

What mention is made here of Samuel and 

Saul, and why is it introduced in this place? 

Ans. To prepare the way for fl&fe fe\vtae<\uent 

narrative of SauPs cons\x\V\i\% ^ V\\j^ <& 
Endor, 
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Was there any law which required the putting 
away of wizards, witches, &c. out of the 
land. Ex. 22. 18. 

Where did Saul gather his army together, and 
what circumstances tended greatly to dis- 
pirit him? v. 4 — 6, 

Was not a guilty conscience at the bottom of 
all his terrors? 

What had he recourse to in this extremity? 

What express command did he violate in this, 
and how was his conduct grossly inconsist- 
ent? v. 3. Lev. 19. 31. 

What information did he receive, and in what 
circumstances did he make the application? 

What objection did the woman ofier, and how 
did Saul obviate it?. 

Relate the circumstances which followed till 
the risen prophet began to address Saul. v. 
11 — 14. N. B. There is far more difficulty 
than importance in giving a satisfactory 
reply to all the queries that might be started 
in respect to this mysterious transaction. 
The only clue which can guide us to a cor- 
rect view of it, is to compare this case with 
whatever of a similar nature we find else- 
where mentioned in the Scriptures. The 
miracles apparently wrought by the enchant- 
ments of the magicians in Egypt no doubt 
came the nearest to it, although the appari- . 
tion of a disembodied human spirit is a far 
greater event than the otiiei. "StaXV&Xsdfca. 
cases we think all idea of SataK& ^gffl*^ 
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is to be excluded, and the immediate hand 
of God -acknowledged in what is wrought; 
and in both we are led to believe that the 
i : arts and incantations employed by the nonv 

j'j . inal workers of the miracles merely afforded 

- ' an occasion on which the Almighty saw fit tc 

put forth his power and in a sovereign man- 
j, ner to co-operate and concur in the produc- 

tion of a supernatural effect — an effect at 
the same time so vastly beyond the force 01 
the means employed, as to be a source o: 
equal astonishment to the ostensible agents 
as to any one else, and leaving them withou 
any rational pretence to ascribe it to theii 
own power. Our conclusion therefore is 
that it was the real Samuel who now ap- 
peared and spake such words of terror tc 
Saul; although from the narrative being 
couched in language suited to popular con- 
ceptions rather than to absolute verity, 
some parts of it require to be interpretec 
with a due discrimination between "the 
letter and the spirit.'" u To-morrow thot 
shalt be with me" — merely announces th< 
fact that on the ensuing day, Saul shoulc 
be in the invisible state, as Samuel thei 
was, without intimating that he should b< 
with Samuel in happiness. 
What conference ensued between Samuel am 
Saul on this occasion? 
How did this terrible message affac*. &aul,,axi< 
what served to increase the effect 
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What did the woman say to him, and was he 
at length prevailed upon to partake of some 
refreshment? 

Does the whole transaction shew an astonish* 
ing degree of desperation in Saul? 

Does it also prove in a striking manner that 
the wicked in seasons of danger and distress 
are often ready to apply to good men whom 
they have before despised and rejected? 
Jer.37.2,3. 



Where did the Philistines gather their armies, 

and into what trying dilemma was David 

brought?' v. 1 — 5. 
Had not these princes of the Philistines sound 

reason and policy on their side? 
Is it always wise to be slow in trusting those 

who have changed sides? 
What door was providentially opened for his 

escape out of the difficulty? 
How did he reply to Achish's complimentary 

discharge f 
Is there not reason to think his language *»d 

somewhat of a double sens** and that he 

in ward ly rejoiced t© be sent away ? 
What parallel case of politic dissimulation 

may be mentioned? 2 Sam. 16. 15 — 19. ' 
Did Achish persist in Dasvl 1 * tewrca^ ^ 

ranks, and what final ordexa tok^fc^*^ 

with which he complied*. 
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What sad event had taken place in 2£gla{ 

•during David's absence? 
Was this probably intended as a rebuke for hi 
>>i' previous conduct? 

In what was the hand of a kind Providenc 

particularly conspicuous in the capture < 

the city? 

•*- ■ How was David affected by the spectacle, an 
v " ' what increased his distress? 

What was his first step at this juncture, an 

what answer did he obtain? v. 7, 8. 
What is said of his pursuit of the enemy, an 

of the means by which he was enabled t 

eome up with them? v. 9 — 15. 
In what posture did he find them, and whi 

was the result of the attack? v. 1ft— 20. 
How was he received by the two hundred me 

he had left behind, what difficulty had lit 

to have arisen about the distribution of ft 

spoil, and how was it prevented? 
What ordinance was thenceforward establish! 

in Israel touching the distribution of spoil! 
How did this differ from the appointment 

Mooes m respect to the spoil of Midiai 

Num. 31. 27. 
What presents did David then make? 
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What prediction of David respecting Saul was 

now about to be fulfilled? ch. 26. 10. 
What is said of the success of the Philistines 

in the engagement? 
Whom was Saul constrained to see fall before 

his eyes? 
What did he desire of his armor-bearer, and 

did he obtain his request? N. B. The Jews 

have a tradition that Saul's armor-bearer 

was no other than Doeg, the Edomite. 
What was the fate of both of them at last? 
What is elsewhere said of the procuring cause 

of Saul's death? 1 Chron. 10. 13, 14. 
What effect had the defeat of Saul's army upon 

the adjacent country? 
Does reference seem to be had to this long 

after by one of the prophets ? Hos. 13. 10. 1 1 . 
What was done by the Philistines the next day 

and subsequently? 
How were the remains of Saul and his sons 

rescued from the Philistines, and what was 

done with them? 
What was their motive in this act of kindness ? 

ch.ll. 
Had the Philistines very little reason to boast 

of this victory? 2 Sam. 5. 17—25. 
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If. SAMUEL. 

CHAPTER X. 

Does it appear that the number of David's fol- 
lowers considerably increased during his 
stay in Ziglag? 1 Chron. 12. 

What came to pass after the death of Saul, and 
David's return from the slaughter of the 
Amalekites? v. 1,2. 

What enquiries did David make of him, and 
what were his replies? v. 3 — 10. 

How does this account of Saul's death agree 
with that before given? 1 Sam. 31. 5. N. 
B. It may be supposed that the Amalekite 
fabricated some of the principal circumstan- 
ces in his story with the vain hope of ingra- 
tiating himself into the favor of David. 

How were David and his men affected by this 
intelligence? 

What said David to the Amalekite, and how 
did he see fit to deal with him 9 v. 13 — 16. 

Of what duty are we reminded by this severe 
punishment? 1 Pet. 2. 13—17. 

How is David's act on this occasion to be jus- 
tified? N. B. The man was an Amalekite, 
one of a nation who were judicially doomed 
to destruction — by his own confession he 
had been guilty of a base murder, seeing a 
man's desire to die cannoYfcuN\\oVve& mother 
to kil] him — and his death ^ovj\& operate *& 

a salutary warning to otWs \»V*fcA<» \ks 

&vor from his hands fox hrotfcva%*.w <& ^ 
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house of Saul. A subsequent event shewet 
that David intended it should be viewed in 
this light, ch. 4. 8—12. 

By what method did David express his lamen- 
tations over Saul and over Jonathan? Ans. 
By a sacred elegy. 

How does the poem commence, what charge 
does he give as to publishing the event, and 
what wish does he intimate as to the scene 
of the catastrophe? v. 19 — 21. 

How does David celebrate the valor of the 
slain, and the circumstances of their death? 

Upon whom does he call to join in the lament- 
ation, and why? 

How does he vent the affectionate sentiments 
of his heart in memory of the friendship of 
Jonathan? 

Does he shew throughout this composition a 
peculiarly generous spirit in concealing the 
faults, and displaying the virtues of a fallen 
enemy? 

What says the wise man applicable to this 
conduct? Prov. 24. 17. 



OHAFTB&XL 

What direction did David receive after this 
from the Lord, and what is said of hiscAvev- 
pliance with it? v. 1 — 3. 
ly what ceremony wasbeV3tten^es\axfi^^^ 
of Judah, and what iafamB&nia ^**^ v 
jiven him ? 
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What respectful and grateful message did he 
tkereupon send to the men of Jabesh-Gilead t 
v. 4 — 7, 

What rival successor to the crown now appear, 
ed, by whom and where was he brought 
forward, and with what success? v. 8— 11. 
N. B. Mahanaim was on the east side of 
Jordan where it is supposed David had the 
least interest. But great numbers from all 
the other tribes, except Judah, soon flocked 
to Ishbosheth. 

How long a time elapsed before hostilities com- 
menced between them? N. B. David and 
Ishbosheth seem to have commenced their 
reign about the same time, and to have 
reigned together as long as David had his 
kingdom in Hebron, which was seven years 
and six months. The two first years of this 
period passed peaceably, but war broke out 
at die end of that time which continued 
during the remaining four years and six 
months, when Ishbosheth was slain, and 
David began to reign over the rest of Israel. 

Relate the circumstances which gave rise to 

the unhappy contest here recorded, and the 

issue of it. N. B. As Gibcon was in the 

tribe of Benjamin, it appears that Abner 

had marched his army over the Jordan, no 

doubt with the intention of provoking a 

quarrel. 

is this a specimen of the &\\^n& wA Vt\nv& 

causes from which blood\ v*a?cs V»n* dtas 1 

'teen! 
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What may we suppose to have been Davids 
reasons for not being the first to commence 
hostilities against his rival? 1 Sam. 24. 
16—22. 

Were the three young men mentioned v. 18. 
related to David, and how? 1 Chron. 2. 16. 

What is said of Asahel and his fate, and 
what stopped his pursuers, except Joab and 
Abishai ? v. 18—24. N. B. As Abner slew 
Asahel in self-defence, he cannot be blamed 
for the deed any farther than as he was the 
original cause of the contest. 

Where did Abner rally his scattered forces, and 
what did he say to Joab in begging for a 
cessation of arms? 

Does he seem to cast the whole blame upon 
Joab, and to adopt a far more serious style 
than that which he used at the commence* 
ment of the contest? 

How did Joab reply, and what was the import 
of his words? N. B. " Unless thou hadst 
spoken," undoubtedly refers to Abner's 
original banter at the pool of Gibeon ; " Un- 
less thou hadst bidden the young men tons* 
up, and play before us, none of us had struck 
a stroke, or drawn a sword against our 
brethren." 

What did he then generously do to stop the 
pursuers, and afford their brethren an oppor- 
tunity to escape? 

Whither did they respectively tfctaMtk^&Ni^osX 
was found to be the loss on ta&t «\&&^ 
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Did the civil war continue between the hous 

of David and Saul, and what was the res 

on the whole? 
Does this afford a representation of the confl 

between the flesh and the spirit in the bea 
- of believers? 
How many children had David born to him 

Hebron? 
What was the occasion of a rupture betwe 

Ishbosheth and Abner, and to what she 

words* did it give rise? v. 7 — 10. 
What proposals did Aboer make to David, a 

on what terms was he willing to accede 

them? 
What means did David employ, probably 

Abncr's advice, to obtain his wife, and w 

what success? 
How did Abner exert himself to bring 01 

the nation at large to the interest oi Bav; 

v. 17—19. 
Why may we suppose he was particula: 

anxious to secure the tribe of Benjam: 

1 Chron. 12. 29. 
With what retinue did he go to David, and h 

was he entertained by him? N. B. Tj 

was in all probability a "feast upon a c< 

cnant, " like those mentioned Gen. 26. J 
and 31. 54. 
With what promise did Atoucr %o towx 
presence of David £ 
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Where was Joab while Abner was thus nego- 
tiating with David, and what did he do upon 
receiving intelligence, after his return, of 
what had taken place? 

Was not his address to David highly presump- 
tuous and insolent? 

Does he appear to have made use of David's 
name, unauthorised, in recalling Abner? 

Of what barbarous deed was he guilty after 
Abner's return, and how did he effect it? 

Was any one else privy to the murder, if not 
concerned in it ? v. 30. 

What were the peculiar aggravations of this 
bloody act? 1 Kings 2. 5T Deut. 27. 24. 

Was -the judgment upon Abner a righteous one 
as coming from the hand of the Lord? N. 
B. Besides transgressions known only to 
the Searcher of hearts, he had for several 
years, against the dec'ared and known will 
of God, persevered in supporting the pre- 
tensions of Ishbosheth to the throne in oppo- 
sition to those of David. 
How was David affected by this cruel assassin- 
ation, and how did he express his detestation 
of it? 
Where was Abner buried, and what marks of 

fief attended his funeral? y. 32—34. N, 
. "Abner died not as criminals do, who axe 
bound, fettered, put to shame, and executed 
for their offences; nor as &ttt&\ tmk& vfcv* 
bad needlessly run himse\t mVo Aaa^y*^^ 
as an honest man who is utiOTpefcte^ ** 
upfo by ruffians, and mui&w&r* «***« 
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What other tokens of respect did David pc 
to the memory of Abner, and how did tl 
people stand affected towards him on tfa 
account? 

Did his conduct and declarations entirely si 
isfy the people that he was guiltless 
Abncr's blood? 

What did he say finally to his servants, ai 
what was the import of it? N. B. I 
admits that a great man has fallen by i 
hands of a wicked assassin, and suppos 
that the natural inference would be, tl] 
condign punishment ought at once to 
inflicted upon him : but he here pleads til 
his kingdom is yet weak and in its infanc 
his nephews men of rank and influence* a 
that the bringing to justice of persons 
so much consequence would be too Ix 
a stroke for him in his present circu 
stances. 

Notwithstanding this plea of policy, what vi 
David's evident duty in the case accordi 
to the law? Num. 35. 31—34. 

Did Joab eventually meet with the punishmi 
which his crimes deserved? 1 Kings 
32—34. 



0BAFTOB. HT« 

How were Ishbosheth and Vi\a aStaceataftS 
*** by the news of Abmofo &»&& 
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What son did Jonathan leave, by what infirm- 
ity was he marked, and to what was it 
owing? 

What was the fate of Ishbosheth, and what the 
circumstances? 

What were probably the motives which urged 
them to this deed? 

How did it appear in the issue that they 
entirely mistook David's character? v. 
6—11. 

Will a similar disappointment befal all those 
who think to serve the interests of the son 
of David by sinful practices, such as war, 
persecution, truce-breaking, &c? Is. 66. 5. 

What sentence was executed upon them, and 
what was done with the head of Ishbosheth? 



OHAFTSR V* 

What application did the assembled tribes 
make to David after this, and what were the 
two arguments employed by them to en- 
force it? 

Is it implied, by the expression, that every 
individual of Israel was present at Hebron 
on this occasion? 

Have we elsewhere a more detailed account of 
the gathering of the tribes to Hebron at this 
time? 1 Chron. 12. 23—40. N. B. This 
"gathering of the people" to «v&av\\. ^oktot 
eelves to David was a partus! fcA^ffBfiK&. ^ 
the Ancient prediction oC 3actfo tws^O^? 
the "sceptre of Judah," Gen. 4»A^.^* 
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was" to be more perfectly accomplished in 
the future flocking of the nations to the 
standard of the son of David under, the 
Gospel dispensation. 

What is said by the Prophet respecting the 
Messiah's government, which strikingly 
corresponds with this gradual enlargement 
of David's kingdom? Is. 9. 7. 

Was David now anointed again? 

What is said of his age, reign, &c.? 

What correspondencies to this may be men- 
tioned? Num. 4. 3. Luke 3. 23. 

What expedition did he engage in shortly after 
his inauguration, and what is said of the 
progress and result of it? v. 6 — 8. N. B. 
It is supposed that the Jebusites had such 
confidence in their strong-holds, that in 
derision of their invaders they placed a 
company of invalids, the blind and the lame, 
upon the walls, as if to defend the fortress 
against them! 

Did David succeed in taking it, what did he 
call it, and how did he fortify it? 

Did David's greatness increase and from what 
cause ? 

What neighboring king sent to congratulate 

David on his accession to the throne, and 

in what other way did he shew his regard 

for him? 

Of what is this typical? Is. 60. 10. N. B. It 

is worthy of consideration vftvfc\3hst ^m& «sA> 
other similar predictions axe tkA. Xsfe^ms^ 
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day in those munificent donations made tor 
the building up of Zion in the world. 

To what firm conclusion did David come in his 
own mind from his growing experience of 
the Lord's mercies? 

How was his family multiplied and increased? 

Does he not appear in this respect to have 
regarded too little the divine injunction 
delivered by Moses? Deut. 17. 17. 

What new invasion was David now called to 
oppose, and where did they respectively 
choose their stations? 

What encouragement had David to engage 
the enemy, and how did the event corres- 
pond? v. 19^-21. 

What did he thence call the place, and what 
is signified by the name? N. B. Baal- 
perazim signifies, — Lora\ or Master of 
Breaches. 

Dtd the Philistines subsequently renew the 
invasion, and what was there peculiar in 
the engagement which followed? 

Are we taught by this the necessity of our own 
active concurrence with divine interpositions 
incur behalf* Phil. 2/ 12, 13. 



What new gathering of the people, or a part 
of them, did David make, and for ^«W\. 
purpose? 

How does this account vary {torn <Sa».V ^** x 
in 1 CbroD. 13? 
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Where was the ark stationed at this time, and 

by what means did they undertake to trans* 

port it? 
Did they in this follow the injunctions of the 

law, or the example of the Philistines? Ex. 

25. 14. Num. 7. 9. 
With what tokens of joy was the removal 
• accompanied? 
What Psalm is supposed to have been written 

or sung on this occasion? N. B. Compare 

the first verse of this Psalm with Numbers 

10.35. 
What solemn event took place on the way ? 
What express command did Uzzah violate in 

this instance? Num.4. 15. 
Do right intentions ever excuse a departure 

from God's revealed will? 
Are men, and especially ministers, liable to 

contract an unhallowed familiarity with 

sacred things, and thus expose themselves 

to divine judgments? Lev. 10. 3. 
What were David's feelings on this occasion, 

and what name did he give to the place ? N. 

B. The name signifies, the breach of Uzzah. 
Was he hereby deterred from executing his 

purpose at this time? 
How long did the Ark remain with Obed-Edem, 

and with what effects? 
Is this emblematical of the happy consequent 
ces of giving welcome to W& Gosoel into 
our ^arts and families'* 
What induced David to wra»VH»\?«q«»* 
removing the ark? 
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What Psalm is supposed to contain special 
reference to this event? Ps. 132. 

How are we told that he went about to rectify 
the errors of the former attempt? v. 12, 13. 
See also 1 Chron. 15. 12—15. 

With what expressions of joy did David evince 
his pious emotions at this time? N.B. This 
was by no means a measured or artificial 
dance, but a simple leaping for joy. 

How was Jttichal impressed on seeing the king 
demean himself in this manner? 

What did they do with the ark, and with what 
ceremonies, and presents to the people, was 
the location of it attended? 

What sacred song was composed for the occa- 
sion? Compare 1 Chron. 16. with Ps. 105. 

For what purpose did David return to his own 
house, and what reception did he there meet 
with? 

Bow did he reply to her taunting reproach, 
and what punishment did ber impiety bring 
upon her? 



What consultation had David with Nathan 
when the Lord had given him rest from all 
his enemies? 
Did Nathan speak this by revelaUotv^t \c&\&s 
according to his own private '}tt&gctt£\v\\ 
Jlecite the introduction of the messuga n«>kv^ 
oamo that night to Nathan, au4 viYC\Oo> 
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was commanded to declare to David? v. 

4—7. 
\Va8 David however accepted in his intentions, 

though not permitted to go on with the work? 

1 Kings 8. 18. 
What splendid preparations was he permitted 

to make for the building? 1 Chron. ch. 

22—59. 
Of what does the prophet then go on to remind 

David, and what promise is made as to the 

establishment of his people? 
What promises and blessings does God then 

proceed to entail upon his family and pos- | 

terity? | 

In whom arc these promises to be considered 

as having been fulfilled i N. B. Partly in 

Solomon, but more fully and appropriately 

in Christ. 
Is it any where said that Christ should build a 

house for God's name? Zech. 6. 12, 13. 
Does the New Testament inform us how this 

prophecy is fulfilled ? 
Is it said that Christ should inherit the throne 

of his father David? Luke 1. 32. 
To whom are the promises in v. 14. elsewhere 

applied? Hcb. 1. 5. Ps. 89,30—33. 
In what other sacred writer do we find a most 

striking prediction of the Messiah's future 

kingdom! Dan. 7. 13, 14. N. B. The ex- . 
pectation which had \ou£ prevailed among I 
the Jews prior to the aftveot o£ CfcsuA. ^ \ 
the coming of some kuul of tawtwtaj to^ 

*-*.. f»r _* _ i . ___!_•%_ lAv« *\\e* Aortas* 



and our Saviour himself alluded in their 
preaching, is to be traced to these and similar 
predictions. But by strangely overlooking 
that whole class of prophecies which spake 
of the necessary humiliation and sufferings 
of the Messiah, they had grafted upon these 
.Scriptures, the moat vain and extravagant 
anticipations, and flattered themselves, even 
to their undoing as a nation, with the delu- 
sive hope of a glorious worldly king who 
should exalt them to a high rank among the 
nations of the earth, and consequently re- 
jected the Son of God, because his lowly 
Appearance did not correspond with their 
expectations. 

How did David receive this message, and how 
did he utter his grateful and adoring sense 
of the divine goodness} 

To what does he ascribe the Lord's kindness 
towards him, and does he in this speak the 
language of every christian? 

"What part of this prayer is omitted in the cor- 
responding passage} 1 Chron 17. SI. 



What conquests did David maV& «&** *<*', 
and how did he deal wtth ftw> ^ww^a*** 
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y j What place is meant by Metheg-Amma 

I 1 Chron. 18. 1. 

Have we any where else a probable allusion 
i ■, this threefold division? Zech. 13.6.9. Re 

!* 8.6—12. 

I | What king of Zobah did David defeat, and h< 

' :[ did he improve his victory? 

;| How does this agree with the account 

If 1 Chron. 18. 4? N. B. They are suppos 

to have been divided into seven hundr 
companies of ten men each. 
. ri: What was the fate of the people that came 

the succor of Hadadezer, and what c 
David do with the shields taken from t 
latter? 
What messenger was sent with congratulates 
and gifts to David, and what did he do wj 
the presents? 
Are there multitudes who in one way or oth 
contribute to the up-building of Zion, w 
still have neither part nor lot with the peoi 
of God? 
What gave David great renown, and how c 

he keep the Edomites in subjection? 
Whal ancient prediction now began to be si 

nally fulfilled? Gen. 25. 22, 23. 
What were the names of David's princip 
officers, military, sacred, and civil? N. 
The Cherethite* and Pelethites are suppos 
to have been the King's l\fe-gp&tds, or stan 
***g force that attended his netwm. 



iquiry did David make respecting the 
of Saul, and for what purpose? Prov. 

- duty to enquire for opportunities of 
good as well as to improve them when 

d! Is. 38. 8. 

n did he seek information, and what 

; learn? v.*3 — 4. 

phibosheth a son at this time? v. 12. 
he carry his kind purpose into effect, 

hat occurred at the meeting? v. 5—8. 

roraission did David give to Ziba, and 

did he say on accepting it? 

a Mephiboeheth himself entertained ? 

> Mephibosheth called in Chronicles, 

■us his posterity by Micha very numer- 

IChron. 8. 33-^*0. 



t neighboring king did David propose 

w kindness, and why? 

a his message received, and the raes- 

rs treated? 

» one of the greatest indignities and 

s that could in that age have been 

d? Lev. 10.27. Is. 15.2. 

>rddid David send to lkm,»si^ 

res did the conscious |}KflS> * * 
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To whom did David entrust die busines 
;j resisting them, and what is said of 

^l'; arrangements? v. 7 — 10. 

What address did he make to his brother, 

what was the result of the engagemen 

Did the Syrians make a new attempt on 

occasion to repair their former disgi 

and what was the consequence? v. 15- 
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In what respect does David seem to have 

out of the- way of his duty at the to 

which the history refers? 
Was he thereby exposed to the inroads 

successful temptation? 
What rendered his sin in this matter of a | 

liarly aggravated character? Ex. 20 

Lev. 20. 10. Job 32. 7. 2 Sam. 12. 8. 
What measures did David adopt to cove 

guilt and shame? 
What was Uriah's noble answer to David 
When all other plans failed what was Da 

final resort to have Uriah put out o 

way? 
Do we see in this the natural course and 

gress of Satan's temptations? Jam* 

13—14. 
Did the scheme succeed, and what met 

did Joab send back to David? 
How did David reply, and viYu&X. criSaK* 
dents connected with ftie aS&ax, w 
tioned in this chapter^ 
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TMial useful lessons are to be drawn from this 
melancholy page of David's history ? 

What is to be thought of .those who make use 
of David's example to embolden themselves 
in transgression? N. B. David's case affords 
encouragement to return from the moat awful 
relapses, but none to fall into them. 



Does David appear to have remained a long 

time impenitent after this event? 
By what means did it seem good to infinite 

wisdom to bring him to repentance ?v.l — 12. 
What effect had this pointed rebuke upon 

David, and what other evidence have we 

that hi* repentance was deep and sincere? 

Ph. 51. 

What assurance did Nathan give him, and how 

was it qualified? 
What was the first stroke of divine judgment 

that fell upon David, and what did he do on 

the occasion? 
Does be seem to have thought there was a 

secret condition in the threatening which 

afforded him a little hope? 
To what degree did he humble himself, and 

what was the result both as to the child, and 

as to himself? v. 16—20. 
What account did he give of his conduct to 

his servants? 
Jb there reason to hope &BX "ftB&iwSB*.^* 
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•What was the name of David's child by her, 
and what is he otherwise called? N. B. 
Solomon signifies Peaceable; Jedidiah, Be- 
loved of the Lord, 

What was the issue of Joan's expedition 
against the Ammonites? 

What was the probable reason of David's 
extreme severity towards this people? cb. 
10.2—4. 



In what way did the ill-boding words of Nathan 
soon begin to take effect? 

Is * it probable that David was by far too 
indulgent a father towards his children? 
1 Kings 1.6. 

How did Absalom succeed in inflicting ven- 
geance on Amnion? 

How was David affected by the event, and 
what became of Absalom ? 



What plan did Joab devise for bringing back 

Absalom? 
Relate the circumstances of the woman's inter- 
view with the King? v. 4 — 8. 
Was her address artfully managed, and yet 
in what respects did ttofc two <&ae& materi- 
ally differ? 
TVhat promises did she solicit tonJtowrtft 
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How did she then proceed to apply David's 

concessions to the case of Absalom? 
What said David when he perceived the drift 

of her discourse, and what did she answer 

htm? 
What commission was then given to Joab T and 

how did he receive it? 
What method did the king take to express his 

abhorrence of the murder, and to humble 

Absalom? v. 24. 
What is said of Absalom's personal accom- 
plishments, and how long did he remain 

without seeing his father? 
"What was the occasion of a rupture between 

Absalom and Joab, and how did it terminate? 

v.28— 33. 



CHAPTER XT. 

What equipage hod Absalom, and what was 
undoubtedly his design in keeping up such 
a pompous establishment? 

Did David do right in allowing such osten- 
tation? 

Was this extravagance among the grievances 
of royalty foretold by Samuel? 1 Samuel 
8. 11. 

By what artful policy did Absalom ingratiate 
himself into the favor of the people? 

Were not his insinuations a groesi m wvW 
/atier's government t ch.S.Vb. 
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What request did Absalom make of his father 
near the close of his reign, and was it grant- 
ed? N. B. Some of the ablest critics have 
attempted to prove that the phrase "after 
forty years 1 ' may properly be rendered— 
"about the end of forty years" — i. e. the 
forty years of David's reign; and as it 
appears that Absalom's conspiracy occurred 
within the three or four last years of that 
period, the rendering appears very probable, 
as otherwise it is wholly uncertain from 
what time the forty years are to be dated. 

Did he thus cloak the design of treason and 
rebellion under the shew of religion? 

What steps did he then take in the prosecution 
of his scheme? v, 10 — 12. 

What Psalm appears to have special reference 
to Ahithopers conduct in this rebellion £ 
Ps. 109. 

Has this Psalm moreover a prophetic allusion? 
Acts 1.20. 

What news was soon brought to David, what 
measure did he propose, and how was it 
received? 

What part of his household did he take with 
him, and what did he leave behind? 

What other retinue went with him. and what 
conversation had David with Ittai the Git- 
tite or Gathite? 

What brook did they pass over on the way r 
and how were the peo\As <& Vfoa fed^&oent 
country affected 1 ! 
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Ia what way did this stream subsequent!^ 
become distinguished? John 18, 1. 

What persons of the sacred order were with 
him, and what directions did he give them 
with which they complied? v. 24— 28. 

Does the meek submissive spirit of David 
appear to great advantage on this occasion ? 

In what humble and mournful style did the 
procession pass up the hill of Olivet T 

What said David when informed that Ahithopel 
was among the conspirators? 

What did he do when he came to the top of the 
hill T and who met him there? 

What Psalm was written on this occa- 
sion^ and what is the general strain of it? 
Ps. 3. 

Is the' proposing of such gross dissimulation as 
that here suggested by David to be altogether 
justified? 

Was Absalom's unnatural conduct towards his 
father, calculated to teach David the vileness 
of his own deportment towards his heavenly 
Father? 



Who met David a little past the summit of tb& 
hill 9 and with what was \& tar&\&ft&^*s& 
for what purpose? v. 1. 2. 

What information did David tinsa «**&. <&*** 
and what did he reply?. 
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Was this a false accusation of Mephiboshetfe, 
and a foul slander upon him? ch. 19.26.27. 

What sinister motive had Ziba in all this? 

What was David's reply, and what is to be 
thought of it? Prov. 18. 13. 

What happened to David as he passed through 
Bahurim? v. 5 — 8. 

Were not Shimei's insinuations utterly raise? 

flow did Abishai propose to avenge this insult, 
and how did David address him? v. 10. 11. 
N. B. It is not to be understood that Shimei 
had received any positive command from 
God to this effect, but simply that the Most 
High, in his righteous Providence, had 
brought David into circumstances that 
afforded Shimei an occasion for venting the 
spite and malice of his heart against the 
afflicted king. God's sovereign permissions 
are sometimes spoken of as his positive acts* 
Accordingly in the present case, as for as 
this contemptuous treatment was ShtmeVs 
sin, it was wholly from himself and the 
wicked one, and made him guilty before 
God ; but as far as it was David's affliction, 
it was from the Lord, and he acknowledges 
it with the pious spirit of Job, who when 
the bands of the Sabeans and Chaldeans 
had robbed him of his flocks and herds, and 
slain his servants, instead of uttering his 
indignation against taem, exclaimed, "The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath take* omkm^ 

blessed be the name of lYicl^A? 
Pid Shimei add insulting ^g* loYB&^rcnfcfc 
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What was the tenor of Hushai's conference 
with Absalom? 

Were his expressions taken by Absalom in a 
sense different from his real intentions? 

What was Ahithopel's character as a counsel- 
lor, and did Absalom in complying fulfil the 
prediction of Nathan ch. 12. 11, 12? N. 
B. Ahithopel's design was to urge Absalom 
on to such a step as would shew that he was 
in earnest in his usurpation, and such an 
one as would preclude all hope of recon- 
ciliation between him and David. His fol- 
lowers would thus have a security that he 
would not flinch from his purpose, and leave 
them exposed to punishment from David 



What farther politic, but barbarous measure, 
did Ahithophel suggest to Absalom? 

How was his advice received, who was next 
consulted, and what did he propose? v. 

4r-l3. 

How was his counsel listened to, and what was 

the secret reason that it prevailed? Prov. 

19. 21. and 21. 30. 
How was information of these proceedings 

conveyed to David, and wbaX &\xtt&&o&v* 

him accompanied it? 
How did J&e messenger? get Itevrot&tft^** 2 ^ 
and what happened to them **A *» 0<eDR 
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concerned before the business was aecom* 

plished? 
Did David follow the advice given him? 
What became of Ahithopel, and whom did he 

resemble in his end? 
Whither did David resort, and what is said of 

Absalom? 
Whom did Absalom make captain of his host, 

and where did the two armies pitch? 
What instance of kindness and liberality was 

shewn to David and his friends in their dis* 

tress? 



What disposition did David make of his forces 
after numbering them, what did they say to 
his proposal to head them, and what did he 
reply ? 

What special charge did he give to the three 
generals, and what was the scene of the 
battle? 

What is said of the engagement, and what 
was the unhappy dilemma that befel Absa- 
lom? 

How did Joab become informed of it, and what 
conversation had he with the man? v. 
10^-13. 

What was finally the fete of Absalom, and 

how was the battle thfctihTO\x^\Aa*«\<»ft!t 

What is to be thought oi 3oe\?* ^tA\«X*\tw 

thiaafikir? 
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Was Absalom buried and honored at his death 

in the way he had expected? 
What was Ahimaaz's proposal, and what Joab's 

reply to it? 
Did he at last obtain Ms request, and what 

ensued? 
What were his first tidings to David, and how 

did he evade his anxious interrogation? 
What did the king soon learn from Cushi, and 

how did his overwhelming grief vent itself? 



What was David's, conduct on this occasion, 

and what effect had it upon the people? 
Was it both ungrateful and impolitic, under 

present circumstances, to give way so much 

to parental weakness? 
By what language of Joab was he aroused out 

of his ill-tjimed lamentations? 
Did not Joab go much farther than the plain 

remonstrance which was proper on this 

occasion? 
Did David wait for a public invitation to re* 

sume the reins of government, and why was 

it not at once given? v. 9, 10. 
How was his restoration at length brought 

about? v. 11—14. 
Who was appointed chief cant&m\&ata»& *& 

Joab? 
By whom was he met aa he ctob^^"*^* 
aod how did Shimei accost. YAml N • 



for what reason does he, being a Benjamite, say - 
that he was "first of all the house of Joseph 
to meet die king?" N. B. By Joseph here 
is meant the eleven tribes of Israel in oppo- 
sition to Judah. Ephraim is sometimes to be 
taken with the same latitude of meaning. 

What did Abishai propose, and how did David 
answer both him and Shimei? 

Was this apardon, or a reprieve 1 1 Kings 2. 8. 9. 

In what circumstances did Mephibosheth meet 
him, and what account did he give of his 
conduct? 

What further was said by each ? 

What aged friend attended David over the riv- 
er, and what did he say to his generous in- 
vitation ? 

I>id David do any thing for his family, and 
how did these venerable old men take their 
final leave of each other? 

What altercation took place between the men 
of Israel and those of Judah? N. B. It 
would seem, from many circumstances, that 
a jealous rivalship between the tribe of Ju- 
dah and that of Ephraim, with the latter of 
whom most of the other tribes ranged them- 
selves, had subsisted for some time, and 
though it was for the present suppressed, 
and did not *break out during the reign of 
Solomon>yel the fire was glowing under the 
ashes, and in the reign. o£ *&£&*»!(&. tew 

tribes threw off their aUegacacfe \o tabtaros* 

of Judah, and had theucefot&i *. T&&% <&' 
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stance of the royal city being fixed on the 
confines of that tribe, sided with the house 
of David, and firmly adhered to it. 



What vs said of Sheba, and what was the rer 
suit of his disturbance? v. 1, 2. 

What did David do with the ten women he had 
left at home? N. B. To feed, in scripture 
language, is to maintain. 

What order did he give to Amasa, for the pur- 
pose of crushing the rebellion of Sheba, and 
what is said of his fulfilling it? 

On Amasa's delay, to whom did he entrust the 
command of the expedition? 

Who went forth from Jerusalem, who met them 
at Gibeon, and what bloody deed was per- 
petrated thqre? 

Did Joab probably contrive to let his sword 
fall out of its sheath as he approached Ama- . 
sa, and with what design? 

What means did one of Joab's men take to en- 
list the army on the side of Joab? 

Whither did they pursue Sheba, and by what 
method did they besiege the place when he 
had shut himself up? 

By what means was the entire destruction o€ 
the place prevented? N. T*w ^V» we*»bc&. 
saying which the woman qviotaA osn^^ ^ 
casioD; is supposed tohav* aittfc^^ ^ 

Jkct, that the inhabitant* o? t\*» ^»^ 
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l&iig been famed for giving prudent counsel^ 
do that it had become proverbial, "that the 
way to terminate disputes was to ask coun- 
sel at Abel." 

Bid she obtain her request, and on what con- 
ditions? 

Were they complied with, and what ensued t 



What judgment after this befel theiand of Is* 
rael, and what did David learn to be the 
procuring cause? 

Does the history of Saul give us any account 
q£ the transaction here alluded to? An£ 
It does not. 

Who were these Gibeonites, and what did Da- 
vid say to them when summoned into his 
presence, and what was their reply? 

Who was spared of Saul's descendants, and 
what was done with those who were ap- 
pointed to death? 

How did Rizpah show her unavailing grief 
over the dead bodies of her sons? 

How did David relieve her from her melancho- 
ly charge? 

What war broke out again in which David en- 
gaged, and what remarkable incident oc- 
curred in it? v, 15— Yl . 
Were there several otYiet fcng^8K*ei&& v& 

which some of David?* tftftfc tsxttfc&siJ&'j «% 

laiized themselves'* 
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chapter xxxx.»*nr. 

How did David celebrate his deliverance from* 
all his energies? 

Is this song found in the book of Psalms, and 
were there any variations between the two? 
See Ps. 18. 

What were David's last words as given in cli. 
23. 1—7. N. B. As David plainly inti- 
mates that he delivers these his dying words . 
in the name of the glorious persons of the 
Godhead, as the word of all the three, it can 
scarcely be imagined that so much solemni- 
ty was intended merely to usher in a de- 
scription of the duty of ordinary rules, 
among men. It is therefore taken by many 
interpreters with great probability as a pro- 
phecy of the Messiah, and of the righteous, 
benign, and blessed character of his govern- 
ment over the sons of Adam. And David 
declares himself so well satisfied with that 
everlasting covenant made with him (ch. 7. 
15, 16.) that although he had much to hum- 
ble him, though his own character, and that 
of his family, were stained and disgraced by 
many infirmities and acts of transgression, 
and though his temporal house and kingdom 
should not be comparable in dignity and du- 
ration to the spiritual one promiseA*, ^eirw^i 
it should be diminished and itfA. xoa^ ^ 
grow, though the tree of \na wyiXtos 81 ^ 
should be cut down to the grouxA, ^j^**.^ 
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enough for him that out 1 of its roots should 
spring forth the "Branch of Righteousness, 
the King that should reign and prosper. 91 
The two concluding verses describe the en* 
emies of this glorious King and Kingdom, 
their power, stubbornness, and final destruc- 
tion. 

To what step was* David prompted which was 
criminal in him, and yet the means of a 
righteous correction for the sins of the peo- 
ple? ch. 24. 1. 

How is this same event spoken of in Chroni- 
cles? 1 Chron. 21. 1. N. B. David's purpose 
of numbering the people sprang from the 
suggestions of Satan working upon his own 
corrupt dispositions, but in as much as the 
affair was permitted and overruled by the 
Most High, for accomplishing his own wise 
and holy ends, it is here according to the 
Common style of scripture, ascribed to Him. 
as the first Mover of it. 

tn what consisted his sin in numbering the 
people? N. B. The design appears to have 
been prompted by an ostentatious pride with 
an improper dependence upon the number 

. and valor of his forces. The actuating mo- 
tive appears to have been very much the 
same with that of Hezekiah afterwards, in 
displaying his treasures to the messengers 
of the King of BabyUatf 
What command dtiw {pie tatata* w&Yssw 

did he reply 1 
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What do we elsewhere learn respecting Joab's 
view of David's conduct in this matter? 

1 Chron.21. 6. 

Did David's word prevail, and what were 

found to be the numbers of Israel and Ju* 

dah? 
Was David how brought to a sense of his sins, 

and what was his confession? 
What message was the prophet Gad directed to 

communicate to David next morning, and 

how did he discharge the duty? 
What was David's reply, and what took placo 

accordingly? 
To what was it owing that Jerusalem was 

spared, and what said David when the angel 

became visible? 
What was he comi&anded by God to do, and 

what account is given of his performing it? 

v. 19—25. 
Was the temple afterwards built in this spot? 

2 Chron. 8. 1. 



I. KINGS. 

What do we gather from the title of the two en- 
suing books, as to their general contents? 

By whom are they supposed to have been writ- 
ten? N. B. We have no certain in&vccAr 
tion; but as they no doubt cotisnbX <ft ««#=; 
lations from more copious T«tfflAfc*^**jj 
learned and judicious* <K\t\c* *&&> ^ 
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were brought together and arranged in their 
present order by the prophet Jeremiah; es- 
pecially as the second book of Kings, and 
his prophecy, end with the narrative of the 
same events. 

Are they referred to by our Lord and the 
Apostles, in such a manner as to prove them 
of equal authority with the other canonical- 
scriptures? 

How long a period 'of time is embraced in the 
history of these two books? Ans. Four 
hundred and twenty seven years; the first 
including one hundred and eighteen, the 
second three hundred and nine. N. B. 
The history contained in Kings and Chron- 
icles is for the most part carried on together 
in the ensuing Questions. 



CHAPTER X, 

What was David's age at the time this history 
begins? 1 Chron. 29. 27, 28. 

What is said of his infirmities in his old age? 

Was the counsel given him. by his servants, to 
be approved off N. B. The step proposed 
had an ill appearance, though their design 
no doubt was, that this damsel should be- 
come the real wife of David ; and although 
the ceremony, feth&$&,TOA not consumma- 
ted in the usual fonti^et ktoTa\*2c?4 «&£&> 
fluent request proves \k*.V\5ma vrea «gtaa&N 

the case. 
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Who was the person procured for this purpose? 
Was Adonijah probably the eldest of David's 

sons now living? 2 Sam. 3. 2—4. 
Is it not to be supposed that he was aware of 

God's appointment of Solomon to succeed 

his father? 1 Chron. 22. 9, 10. 
What aspiring project did he form notwith- 
standing, and what steps did he take towards 

carrying it into effect? v. 5, 7. 
To what fault in his education is Adonijah's 

ambition and rebellion to be traced? 
What is the ordinary consequence of undue 

indulgence on the parts of parents towards 

their children? 
Is it to be understood that he and Absalom 

were sons of the same woman? 1 ChrOn. 

3. 2. 
What prominent men in the court refused to 

join the faction 1 
Whom did Adonijah invite to his entertainment 

and whom not? 
Did he in this matter follow the example of 

Absalom before him? 2. Sam. 15. 7—9, 12. 
What steps did Nathan the prophet take to 

crush the rising rebellion? 
Relate the circumstances of Bath-sheba's in- 
terview with David, v. 15 — ^51. 
Who came in while she was speaking to the 

King, and what conversation ensued. NJ&* 

Bath-sheha seems to have tefaeA &£&*%'&& 

conversation. 
What answer did he give to BaflarAtf*^-* ** 
what orders to Zadok and WaShta* 
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What is said of their compliance? v. 36— ^(X 
Was Solomon annointed again subsequent to 

this, and on a more public occasion ? 1 Chron. 

29. 25. 
How did the news of the coronation in the 

meantime come to the ears of Adonijah? v. 

41—48. 
What effect, did it produce upon him and his 

party? v. 49, 50. 
Where was the altar at this time? 2 Chron. 1. 

3. 5. 
Was this laving hold of the horns of the altar 

a safe refuge in all cases? Ex. 21. 12 — 14. 
What information was hereupon given to Sol- 
omon, and what was his merciful sentence? 
Of what far higher event are these things a 

shadow? Ps. 2. 
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What charge did David give to Solomon as h# 
drew near to the end of his days? 

What otjier instructions do we elsewhere find 
that he give him on this occasion? 1 Chron. 
28. 

How did he address the congregation of Israel 
before his death, and what effect had his ex- 
hortation upon them? 1 Chron. 29. 

What is supposed to hpive been Solomon's age. 

at this time? Ana. ^otfotfcomVw^otoj. 

What directions did Vie jgivfc Vum *& \s*^ 

manner in which no sYHwiVd. &^ ^'^ ^P^ 



— the sons of Barzillai — and Shimei, the 
Benjamite? 

Were these orders prompted by personal re- 
sentment, or by a sacred regard to justice? 

Where was David buried, what was the period 
of his reign, and how is his end characteri- 
zed in 1 Chron. 29. 28? 

Who succeeded him; and with what pros- 
pects? 

Relate the circumstances that led to the death 
t)f Adonijah. v. 13—22. 

Bow did Solomon reply, and what was Adon- 
ijah's fate? 

Has Solomon been wrongly charged with un- 
due severity and cruelty in this matter? N. 
B. From Adonijah's false assertion, that 
the kingdom was originally his, and that 
the eyes of Israel were upon him for Daipd's 
successor, it is evident that he had not yet 
given up his pretensions, but was secretly 
plotting to get possession of the throne. 
This Solomon saw, and dealt with him ac- 
cordingly, as his former pardon had been 
conditional. 

What was Abiathar's sentence, and why was 
he commanded to go to Anathoth ? Josh. 21 . 
18. Jer. 1. 1. 

What prediction was fulfilled in this event? 
1 Sam. 2. 30, 36. 

Who was chosen to the prie&tVoffi&fe ycl\&» 
stead? y. 35. N.B. It appear* from<& A A. 
that although Abiathar was &e^o*fc& fes» 
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minal rank of an inferior priest undei 
dok, without being allowed to officia 
the sanctuary. Some think, however, 
this latter passage refers to the sta 
things at the very commencement of 
mon's reign, before Abiuthar's disgrac 
curred. 

What is related of the fate of Joab, and 
are we taught by this righteous judgr 
Eccl. 8. 12, 13. 

On what conditions did Solomon consa 
spare Shimeif 

How did the affair terminate with hirof 

Did Solomon in all this, order his hou 
kingdom after the pattern proposed b' 
vid in the 101st Psalm! N. B. A 
reign of Solomon was undoubtedly in 
ed as a type of the millennium, it w 
troduced with judgments, as we are 
that shall be. 



With whom did Solomon make affinity, i 
it to be thought that he sinned in this 
B. Compare v. 3. of this ch. with Dei 
8. Moreover there is no evidence tht 
Egyptian wife tempted him to idolatry 
/us other strange wives. Snmo'Wus 

took of Canticles was, pe&»«& wa ft« 
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Where did the people sacrifice before the Tem- 
ple was erected, and did this probably prove 
a snare to them? Lev. 17. 3 — 5. Dent 12. 



What was commendable and what censurable 
in Solomon's conduct and character at this 
timet N. B. It may be remarked that the 
design of this and the ensuing chapter is 
to give a general view of the state of the 
the kingdom during the period that elapsed 
from Solomon's marriage to the completion 
of the Temple, and the other buildings exe- 
cuted by him. 

Where did he go to offer sacrifices, and what 
was the number of his burnt-offerings on 
this occasion? 

Why did he resort to Gibeon for this purpose, 
and by whom was he accompanied ? 2 Chron. 
1. 3. 

What peculiar divine manifestation was gran* 
ted to him here, and what were the particu- 
lars? v. 5—14. 

What are we taught by this striking incident, 
as to the proper objects of petition at the 
throne of grace? Eccl. 2.26. 

What did Solomon do after his return to Jeru- 
salem? 

What remarkable occurrence is here related 
illustrative of his great wisdom? 

What impression did this iucifeiiXisife&'tt^fe 
the nation at large? 
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CHAPTER IV.- 

Who were some of Solomon's principal offi- 
cers, both civil and ecclesiastical? v. 1—6. 

Had several of them been previously employed 
by David? 2 Sam. 20. 24. # 

What proverb of his own did he conform to in 
this selection? Prov.27.10. 

How many stewards did he appoint over the 
royal household, and how did they execute 
their office? 

What is said of the population, general pros- 
perity, and extent of Solomon's kingdom 
at this time? N. B. It is computed from 
what we learn of the population in David's 
reign, that the number of inhabitants could 
not have been much short of 8,000,000. 
2 Sam. 24. 9. 

What prophecies were fulfilled in this unexam- 
pled prosperity of Solomon's reign? Gen, 
15. 5. and 22. 17. Ps. 72. 

What number of horses and horsemen had he, 
and how is this to be regarded when viewed 
in connection with the precept in Deut. 17. 
16? N. B. This circumstance, though tri- 
vial in itself, was probably one of the fiitt 
imperceptible steps, which led to that unhap- 
py decline and falling away, mat marked 
the close of Solomon's reign. 

What further is said t^a^ctin^ Solomon's 
jflteiiecrual endowmeiiXal n/SS— $\. 
What portion of the aact^^itos^ *xfe fcsafc 

his pen? 
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Of what other worlds was he the author which 

have not come down to us t: 
What is said of the esteem in which he was 

generally held? v. 34. 
Does this and the preceding chapter strikingly 

record the fulfilment of God's promise made 

in ch. 3. 11—13? 
Of whom was Solomon a type in regard to- his 

wisdom? Col. 2. 3. 



CHAPTER ▼• 

Who sent to Solomon to congratulate him on 
his advancement to the throne, and what 
was his motive? 

What message did Solomon send hack to him? 
v. 2-^6. 

What was Hiram's answer, and what stipula* 
tions did they enter into? v. 7 — 12. 

How does the Prophet Isaiah seem to allude to 
this circumstance in speaking of the build- 
ing of the gospel-temple in the latter day*? 
Is. 60. 10. 18. 

How did Solomon then proceed to collect the 
timber and stones for the intended edifice? 
v.13— 18. 

Whom did he make bearers of butdanft &><&&* 
work? 2Chron.2Al.\&. 

Are there many employed a\x>\& ^» ^sa<» 
who have no interest in its \a!tetf» 
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How many years elapsed from the departure 
out of Egypt to the commencement of the 
building of the Temple? N.B. This period 
is divided as follows: Forty years in the 
wilderness under Moses; seventeen under 
Joshua ; two hundred and ninety-nine under 
the Judges; eighty under E3i, Samuel, and 
Saul; forty under David; and four under 
Solomon. 

What were the dimensions of the main build- 
ing and of the porch? N. B. The porch, 
was about 150 feet higher than the main 
body of the building, and no doubt suggested 
the plan of those additions in the froat of 
modern churches which are usually sur- 
mounted by a steeple. 

How were the rooms and chambers designed 
for the accommodation 01 the priests con- 
structed? N. B. The wall of the house 
in going up was narrowed twice, a cubit at 
each time, and on the outside narrowings or 
rests, the beams of the chambers were laid 
perpendicular to the wall, and so were not 
wrought into it. These three tiers of cham- 
bers surrounded the house on every side 
except the front side, and it is supposed 
there was a gallery extending round the 
chambers as they did ^towcA\^^«^X\. 
On what spot was this e&&ce *t^\J&V*A3wau 

9.1. 
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Where were the materials fitted and prepared, 
what was peculiar in their putting together, 
and how does this apply spiritually? 

What cheering word came from God to Solo- 
mon while employed in this building? 

Is it no uncommon thing for the Lord's ser- 
vants while diligently busied in his service 
to meet with precious manifestations of the 
light of his countenance? 

Was Solomon taught also by this word that 
even so pious a work as building a temple 
w^qld, not excuse either himself or the peo- 
ple from obedience to the law? 

How was. the interior of the house finished, 
and what spiritual truth is implied in this? 

Was the general construction of the house 
similar to that of the .tabernacle? N. B. 
The length amd breadth o( the main build- 
ing of the Temple were just double to that 
of the Tabernacle; in other respects it was 
entirely similar, consisting; of two apart- 
ments, the holy and most holy place; of 
which the latter is frequently in this history 
called the Oracle, 

What were the dimensions of these two rooms, 
how were Jthey overlaid, and how separated 
from each other? 2 Chron. 3. 14. N. B. 
This veil forming the partition between the 
" holy w and "most holy" place, was thai 
, which was rent in twain. «X ova ^nVsob?* 
crucifixion. There were fo\&3&% osrac^ ^ 
addition to the veil. 

Q2 



What was put within the Oracle, and what is 
the description given of these objects? N: 
B. These Cnerubims are usually considered 
as emblems of the angels delighting to con- 
template the mysteries of redemption. But 
there is great reason to believe that they 
were designed as an emblem of th£ multitude 
of the redeemed, or the church of Grod. See 
an essay on this subject in an Explication 
of Ezekiel's Vision, by the author of these 
Questions. 

What is said of the construction of the inner 
court? 

How long was the Temple in building? 

Does the splendor and costliness of this edifice 
afford an argument in favor, of magnificent 
churches at the present day ? 

Is it important to the right understanding of 
numerous allusions in the Scripture to have 
a correct general view of the form and struc- 
ture of the Temple. 

Of what was the Temple a type? Ans. Of the 
church. 



What other buildings did Solomon erect, and 

how long was he employed in them? 
What distinguished artist did he engage to 
superintend these woiWl 
What was the height of the two \$tam-HftiN3& 
he cast, and what wexe tYvey cjStatt v 
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How is this account of the height of the pillars 

. to be reconciled with that in 2 Chron. 3. 15? 

What was the use" of these pillars, and what 
the meaning of their names? N! B. Ja- 
chin — He will establish. Boaz — In him is 
strength. The precise typical design of 
them has never been satisfactorily ascer- 
tained. It is not unlikely that they corres- 
pond in some way with the two olive-trees 
of Zechariah (ch. 4. 14.) and with the two 
witnesses of John in the Revelation, (ch. 11. 
3, 4.) but the chain of connection yet re- 
mains to be developed. 

What was the next article constructed, and 
what the form, dimensions, and position 
of it? 

What was the use, and typical meaning, of the 
Molten Sea? 2 Chron. 3. 6. Zech. 13. 1. 

How many brazen Bases, each bearing a La- 
yer, did he make, and how were they situa- 
ted in the court? v. 27—39. 

How were they removed from place to place 
as convenience might require? v. 30. N. 
B. The form of these Bases is important, 
from the fact that they are supposed to afford 
a clue to the explanation of the imagery 
of EzekiePs vision (ch. 1. and 10.) which , 
doubtless had the resemblance of a living 
chariot, the body of which vaa forarak <&. 
Gberubims and their esfOotaA. Vyd^^*^ 
ing on four spherical vrVxe^Vs^ w&O^ 6 ** 
compounded of two at ti^bt «.\^ ** ** 

other, and so adapted toruwvo>^ ovtw 
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of either of the four faces of the Cherubim 
without turning out of, a straight course. 
The "firmament" mentioned (Ez. 1.22.) 
was a splendid crystal-like pavement or 
flooring, resting on the heads of the Cheru- 
bim, and supporting the throne of divine 
glory. See the "Explication of Ezekieft 

J Vision." 

jj . Where were these things, together with the rest 

is ' of the brazen vessels, cast? 

T Mention the principal golden articles which 

j. made a part of the Temple furniture* 

■ v- 

1 1. ■ 

:f 
\ 



S 



After the temple was finished, whom did Solo- 
mon assemble together, and for what pur- 
pose? 

What was done with the ancient Tabernacle 
built by Moses? v. 4. 

With what religious services were these trans- 
actions attended? v.5. 

Where was *he Ark of the Covenant placed, 
and what was deposited within it? v. 6—9. 
N. B. The language of the Apostle fHeb. 
9. 1—5.) seems to be somewhat at variance 
with this, but it is probable that all the other 
articles mentioned by him, besides the two 
tables of stone, were somehow laid by fh' 

**de of the Ark, and not imthm \X* 
What happened when the Yr\e*\& caxp& 



.*!_ _ 
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How did Solomon then commence the services 
of dedication? v. 12 — 14. 

Of what did he remind the people in his intro- 
ductory address? v. 15 — 21. 

What had God previously assured David 
should be the distinguishing character of 
Solomon's reign as contrasted with his own 7 
1 Chron. 22. 8—10. N> B. This circum- 
stance rendered Solomon's reign a striking 
type of the Millennium, which is to he a 
thousand years of rest, or a blessed Sabbar 
turn, like the seventh day after the labors 
and trials of the six, "for one day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one dav. w 

What station did Solomon occupy on this occa- 

* sion, and what attitude did he assume in 
prayer? 2 Chron. 6. 12. 13. 

With what grateful acknowledgments of past 
mercies does he begin his prayer, and what 
plea does he found upon them? v. 23 — 30. 

On what particular occasions does he specially 
pray that God would listen to the supplica- 
tions of his people? v. 31, 33, 35, 37, 41,44. 

What were his intercessions in case the people 
should for their sins be carried into capti- 
vity? v. 46—50. 

In what remarkable instance was this prayer 
answered? Dan. 9. 

What considerations does \s& \«%<fc vfik^ofc <as^- 
elusion as a powerful rite* 'HnSfc ^to»>&s* 
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it was his closing sentence? 2 Chron. 6V 
[1,42. 

Lt did Solomon do after concluding his 
>rayer? v. 54, 55. 
ith what sacrifices was this service followed t 

it expedient did he resort to by reason of 
the brazen altar being too small to receive 
all the burnt offerings? 
>w many days were occupied in these dedi- 
cation services, and with what feelings did 
the vast congregation return home? 



What farther manifestation was made to Solo- 
mon,, and what was the substance of the 
Lord's address to him at this time? v. 1—9. 
N. B. It is remarked by critics that the 
phrase, "if ye shall at all turn,? 9 might 
more properly be rendered, "if ye altogether 
turn." It may be noticed also that the 
address which begins with being directed to 
Solomon personally, soon glides into a mes- 
sage to the people. A striking parallel to 
this is to be observed in the Epistles to the 
seven churches in the beginning of As 
Revelations. 

When were these conditional threatenings 
rejnarlrably fulfilled? 2 Kings 25. 8— 10. . 
How long was it after the com^^oa *£ to 
Temple that StolomoriaotowWifc^^ 

finished? 
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How did Solomon repay the services of king 
Hiram, and how was he pleased with them? 
N. B. It is extremely difficult to determine 
from the original whether Hiram was dissat- 
isfied with Solomon's gift because it was too 
smalt, or whether "it was not right in his 
eyes" from being loo large and liberal. As 
Hiram is said (2 Ghron. 8. 2.) to have given 
certain, cities to Solomon, (tor the word is 
not restored in the original,) it is most prob- 
able we think that an exchange of cities was 
made by the two kings, and the word Cabul 
has reference to the mutual pledge involved 
in this transaction, which some of the 
learned pronounce to be the genuine import 
of the term. Moreover, it is scarcely pos- 
sible to suppose any thing approaching to 
mean or niggardly in Solomon, the most 
magnanimous of men ; nor can we imagine 
that Hiram would have given them a name 
which implied nothing short of a standing 
reproach upon his royal friend and brother. 

What is stated as the reason or occasion of the 
extensive levies which Solomon raised for 
several yearsT v. 15—19. 

How did he deal with the remains of the devo- 
ted nationsf v. 30—32. 

What ancient scripture was fulfilled in this? 
Lev. 25. 44. 

How many festivals did SoVorossn. «3owswi 
annusUy with great sotanravt^l 

What w said resnectinn the. state <& W8" 
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Has Solomon however directed us to a far 
better merchandise than this? Prov. 3. 14. 



CHAPTER x. 

tVhat distinguished personage was attracted 

by the fame of Solomon to visit Jerusalem, 

and what was the more special object of the 

journey?' 
From whom was Sheba descended ? Gen. 25. 3. 
What was her equipage, and what is said of 

her interview with Solomon ? 
What were the objects that especially excited 

her wonder, and what was her language on 

the occasion? v. 4— 9. 
What presents did she make to Solomon, and 

how did he in turn evince his munificence? 
From what source did Solomon derive his gold, 

and almug-trees, and to what uses did he 

apply the latter? 
What precious articles were deposited in the 

house of the forest of Lebanon? 
What description is given of Solomon's throne? 

v. 18—20. 
In what esteem was silver held in those days? 
What articles were brought by the navy from 

Tarshish? 
What increase to his amazing riches did he 
derive from otheT souTceal \ .%— 9tt % 
Does the excessive vre&Vftt wcA «^bo&k« *H 
Solomon's kingdom seem Vo\*&Nfc ^raftx»&S 
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nal extravagance, which finally paved the 
' way for a woful relapse afterwards? 
What is Solomon's own testimony respecting 

alt this pomp? Eccl. 2. 1—11. 
Is a state of worldly affluence for the most 
part peculiarly unfavorable to the spiritual 
interests of God's people} N. B. We have 
before remarked that the reign of Solomon 
in its general character was designed as a 
type of the Millennial reign of Christ. 
And there is great reason to believe that the 
gradual degeneracy which grew out of the 
unexampled riches and prosperity of the 
kingdom of Israel at this time will have its 
counterpart at the termination of the happy 
thousand years; for we are told that subse- 
quent to that period, " Satan is to be loosed a 
little season.'* 



CHAPTER XL 

What melancholy proof of the weakness and 

depravity of human nature is given in this 

chapter? 
How does Nehemiah, years afterwards, speak 

of the lamentable fall of Solomon? Neh. 

13.36. 
To what extent did he multiply his wives? 
What precept did he transgress, m ■Owa'*. \*s*~ 

17, 17. 
To what further abominations 6\&.\b» wsk 10 
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Li thjis on the whole one of the most mournful 
cases of apostacy to be found in all the 
records of the Bible? 

Should it however lead us to decide unfavora- 
bly as to Solomon V piety t N. B. The 
scripture testimony .certainly preponderates 
in favor of his being a good man, and conse- 
quently of his being saved at last And it 
is by no means necessary, in order to its 
being improved as a salutary lesson to us, to 
suppose his defection to be a final "drawing 
back unto perdition." 

Will any previous degree of wisdom, gifts, or 
firmness of resolution, secure any man from 
sin, who presumes upon his own sufficiency, 
and rushes into temptation? 

How did the Lord regard his conduct, and 
what word did he send unto him? 

Were any of the mitigations of the sentence 
granted for Solomon's own sake? 

Is it to be hoped and presumed that this mes- 
sage was. the means of bringing him to 
repentance? 

.Is it peculiarly unhappy for the cause of reli- 
gion when an eminent professor falls without 
afterwards affording clear evidence of re- 
pentance? Prov. 25. 26. 

What adversary is the Lord said to have 

"stirred up" against Solomon, and what is 

to be understood by it? N. B. Simply fliat 

the Lord permitted &x\& ot>er-rulcd.Vfefcvaya- 

sion as a chasUseiuexvlto^Vsrossti. 
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What account is given of the previous history 
of thisHadad? v. 15— 22. 

What other adversary arose to molest Solomon, 
and what is said of him? v. 23 — 25. 

Who was the last and most formidable of these 
^roublers of Israel, and what was the occa- 
sion of his lifting his hand against the king? 
V.26--39. 

Did this prediction or declaration of the 
prophet, coming from God himself, excuse 
the ambition and rebellion of Jeroboam? 

What alleviations of the threatened judgments 
were promised in Ahijah's prophecy ? 

What attempts did Solomon make against Jer- 
oboam, and how were they defeated ? N. B, 
It does not appear that this was on account 
of Ahijah's prophecy, but of Jeroboam's 
subsequent conduct? 

How long did Solomon live before Christ? Ans, 
His era may be fixed at 1000 B. C. 



What was the name, and who was the mother 
of Solomon's only son, his successor? ch. 
14.21. 

What was his age at the time to which this 
history refers ? ch. 14. 21 . 

Did the people seem disposed to rac^^e»Vv^ 
right of succession to ftie l^TOiie^k^ 3 * 

•did they convene for this ^wrgwa^ 
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Why did they not assemble at Jerusalem, the 
royal city? N. B. This was no doubt a 
stroke of policy designed to prevent the 
tribe of Judah from exercising undue influ- 
ence in the transaction. A jealousy bad 
long been growing up between them. 
1 Who was called in from abroad by the people 
on this occasion? 

What representation did they make to Reho- 
boam, and what did they inquire of him? 

Does the previous account of Solomon's reign 
furnish any evidence that this was well 
founded? , 

Do they make any complaint of idolatry, or of 
the low state in which religion was probably 
left' at his death? 

Was it highly impolitic in Rehoboam to appear 
to deliberate in so plain a case, and to pro- 
pose the delay he did? 

With whom did he take counsel, and what 
advice did they give him? 

Ought public rulers, whether sacred or civil, 
to consider themselves rather the servants 
than the lords, of their people. <N. B. The 
legitimate design of all governments is, to 
be organs of the will of the community 
which is presupposed to accord with the will 
of God. 

Did he follow the counsel of the Elders, to 
whom did he resort for \xM»t, *»A what 

advice did they give bWt 
.■How did he answer ther^ie^t**^*^^ 

time appointed? 



iren 
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Is Rehoboam, on account of this foolish con- 
duct, in effect said to have been a child, 
though upwards of forty years of age? 
2 Chron. 13. 7. 

Does true wisdom, on the other hand, confer 
the honor of age upon youth itself? Gen. 
45.8. 

What does the sacred writer say was the rea- 
son that the king hearkened not to the 
demands of the people, arid how is this to be 
understood? ' 

What was the consequence of Rehoboam's 
infatuated counsels? 

Was this a rash resolve on the part of the peo- 
ple, and evincing great disregard to the 
memory of David? 

Did Rehoboam on the whole do better than was 
to have been expected ? 2 Chron .11.1 1 — 17. 

Did this fact show to them, as it does to us, the 
folly, as well as the frequent danger, of 
precipitate vows and resolutions? 

What is this revolt usually called, and how 
correctly? N. B. That of the ten tribes; 
although the language is not perfectly cor- 
rect, as nearly the whole of three tribes, ' 
Judah, Benjamin, and Simeon, adhered to the- 
house of David. Ephraim and Manasseh 
after the revolt were usually reckoned as two 
tribes which made up the ten ; and the name 
Ephraim sometimes stands for tha ^cta&& 
ten, as in the prophecy o£ "Ss*«».c- ^ra®^ 
have supposed that this wta»raf3 totX*^^ 

kingdom was typical ot \\ie W 1 *^ ** 

13 e* 



Christian world into vanou» — 
nominations. 

To whom did those of the ten tribes dwelling 
in the cities of Judah, adhere? v. 17. 

.Was this number speedily increased to a very 
considerable extent, an4 from what cause? 
2Chron. 13. 11—17. 

What unfortunate event occurred that has- 
tened Rehoboam smddealy back to Jerusa- 
lem? ' 

What course did the revolted tribes then 
pursue, and how does Hosea speak of their 
proceeding? Hos. 8. 4. 

What measures did Rehoboam adopt to recover 
the remaining tribes, and how was the 
scheme defeated? 

Did he and the people submit to the message 
in a very becoming manner? 

How did Rehoboam proceed to strengthen his 
kingdom against future invasions? 2 Chron. 
11.5—11. 

What similar precautions were taken by Jero- 
*boam? 

What were Jeroboam's thoughts respecting the 
possible future defection of his people, and 
what wicked policy did he adopt to pre- 
vent it? 

Is it to be supposed that he actually intended 
the worship of the calves, or of the true Goc 
through them? N. B. ProWbly the latter 

80 that his sin consisted mote forecft^ ydl 

breach of the second coTOmaTidm«i& ^ 
t&e first. His residence u> ^E^v ^ 




the Deity waa worshipped in (he torn of oa 
ox, may neve ibbmm tms particular fcrm 
of his idolatry, although some have supposed 
it 'might hare been in imitation of one of 
the features-or parts of the Cherubims, and • 
if the truth could be known we should not 
be surprised to find that the idols of Egypt 
itself originated from the earne source; that 
is, from the traditional records of the Cher- 
ubims placed at the gate of the garden of 
Eden "to keep the way of the tree of life." 

Where did he set up this vile idolatry, and how 
long did it continue? Ana. To the time of 
the Assyrian captivity. 

Had either of these, places been made a place 
of image-worship long before? Judg. 18.30. 

Is it always dangerous to seek safety and pros- 
perity by means which God's word con- 
demns t 

Did this atop become a great snare to Israeli 
2 King 17. 16. 

What other measures did Jeroboam adopt in 
the establishment of his idolatrous worship 
directly contrary to divine appointment? 



What messenger came to Jeroboam as he was 
officiating at Bethel, and what did he cry <■. 
against the' altar? 

How long afterwards -waa tiiw. fc&SHw^ k?* 
Three hundred and flfcq-WB.-SWK*-'** 8 * 



200 

What sign did he proceed to give which imme- 
diately came to pass, ard what judgment 
befel the king? 

How was he recovered, and how did he feel 
constrained to reward the prophet? 

Did he express any desire to have his sin par- 
doned, or return any thanks to God for the 
miraculous cure? 

What answer does the prophet make to his 
proposal? v. 8 — 10. N. B. This prohibi- 
tion was' probably intended as a testimony 
of the Lord's detestation of the execrable 
idolatry of the* place. It was also a test of 
the prophet's obedience, such as we have had 
occasion to notice in several instances before. 

Are we taught by his, example to refuse urgent 
solicitations, when they would interfere with 
duty? 

How did these circumstances come to the ears 
of the old prophet of Bethel, and what did 
he do in consequence? 

Where did he overtake him, and what conver- 
sation ensued? 

What were probably his motives in this con- 
duct? N. B. He no doubt either designed 
to draw the man of God into a snare, and 
tempt him to transgress, or by treating him 
well to make a compromise with his own 
conscience for having neglected the very 
duty which this prophet Yvad come so far to 

perform. On eitheT &tt^\m\tax^ ^ \asi- 
guage he emploved eviixc*A iV» toh&^mwx* 
bJe depravity. 
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Did the prophet of Judah weakly and crimin- 
ally suffer himself to be persuaded? 

In what consisted the crime of his compliance? 
N. B. "He could not he so certain of the 
countermand sent by another, as he was of 
the command given to himself; nor had he 
any ground to think that die command 
would be recalled, when the reason of it 
remained in force; he had great reason to 
suspect the honesty of this old prophet who 
did not bear witness against the idolatry of 
the city he lived in; and at any rate, he 
should have taken time to beg direction , 
from God, and not have complied so soon." 
Henry. 

Are good men more frequently liable to be led 
astray by the plausible arguments or exam- 
ples of the pretended friends to religion, 
than by any thing else? 

Ought we to be specially on our guard against 
worldly-minded professors who do not re- 

' prove sin in others? 

Is it peculiarly perilous to folfow any one, or 
to lead ourselves, in a course where con- 
science secretly reluctates and misgives us? 

Have we as clear a rule of duty in God's word 'i 
as this prophet had, and one which we are 1 
as much bound to be guided by? 

What took place as they were sittw% *k ^a& 
table? 

Was this fearful seiitexic*> wm&Dg 2 * «**** 
ted, and what were tire ctoosbb^^^ 
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Were some of these circumstances miracu- 
lous, and how was the body disposed of? 

What inference do we draw from the fact that 
by far the most guilty party is left unpun- 
ished, while the good man dies for one trans- 
gression? 

Does this whole history give us a solemn 
view of God as a "jealous God? w 

What does it teach us as to the consequences 
of the sins of his own people, whatever may 
have been their former character, services, 
or standing? 

What expressions of grief did the old prophet 
utter at the funeral, and what charge did 
he give to his sons respecting his own 
burial? 

Did he in this as well as in several other points 
resemble Balaam? 

Is there any evidence that he was brought to 
repentance so as to escape in another world 
that punishment which he did in this? 

What memor_.il was there in honor of the good 
prophet which distinguished his grave for 
some ages afterwards? 2 Kings. 23. 17. 

Did all these things, instead of working a refor- 
mation' in Jeroboam, even go to produce a 
contrary effect, and what evidence is there 
of it? 

What was the final effect of his idolatry? 
Does it appear therefore l\_aX V3aa «fcMvo% uo 

of the calves, instead of porg*^ta^\ft& 

house, as he intended, was to* verj \osw» 



What occurrence took place in Jeroboam's 
family that, led him to think of applying to 
a holy prophet J 

What seems to hare been the character of 
Abijah? v. 13. 

What scheme did the king devise in order to 
learn from the prophet the fate of the child ? 

Did he appear less anxious to know the procu- 
ring cause of die judgment, or the means of 
recovery, than the simple fact whether he 
would recover? 

Have we an account of similar conduct in other 
instances? 2 Kings 1. 2. and 8. 8. 

What was her reception at the hands of the 
the prophet, and what message did he go on 
to deliver respecting her wicked husband 
and his house? 

Does he plainly predict the captivity which 
took place two hundred and forty years 
after? 

What did he tell her respecting her child? 

Did the word of the prophet respecting the 
child come to pass accordingly? v. 17. 18. 

Was this a sign that the rest of the predictions 
would be accomplished? 1 Sam. 2. 34. 

What was the length of Jeroboam's reign, and 
wherein were his acta recmfo&l "^.»« 
The Chronicles here metitt,onfttt «« ***■ 
books of Scribture known. \sv VWV ■<«* 
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certain uninspired public records, which 
have perished in the lapse of time. 

Did the consequence of Jeroboam's sin ter- 
minate with his own death? v.16. 

Do we learn from this that die wickedness of 
great men usually involves multitudes of 
others in its consequences? 

How long did Rehoboam reign, and what was 
the conduct of Judah under his reign? v. 
22—34. 

What enemy came against him in the fifth 
year of his reign, and with what success? 

What did Rehoboam have fabricated in place 
of the golden shields, and' what use did he 
put them to? v. 27,28. 

What prevented still greater calamities to the 
people from the hand of Shishak? 2 Chion. 
12. 5—8. 

With whom had Rehoboam war all 81b days? 
N. B. This is to be understood rather, of 
defensive, than of offensive war waged for 
the* recovery of the revolted tribes, for this 
was forbidden him by Shemaiah, ch. 12. 24. 

Who- was' Rehoboam's mother? N. B: Naa- 

v»aia: signifies, a beauty. 
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Who succeeded Rehoboam, axA Nrtvat was his J 
general character 1 v. V— &. * 

WSfc is meant by the \jdto?4 *£t»%\!dk& ^ 
a /amp in Jerusalem^* Cousata.^ Wtow- 



ing passages: ch. 11. 36. Ps. 18. 28. P#. 
132.17. 

What is related of Abijam's war with Jero- 
boam? 2Chron.l3.-t-17. 

By whom was he succeeded, what was his 
character, and what his pious achievements 
in effecting a reformation? v. 9 — 14. 

By whom, and how, was he encouraged in this 
work? aChron. 15. 1—8. 

What vow, which his father did not live to per- 
form, did he perform for him? 

With whom had Asa a long continued war, and 
by what improper means did he draw a for- 
eign king into a league with him? v. 16 — 19. 

How was he reproved for this, and by whom? 
2 Chron. 16. 7—10. 

What was the result of this compact, and what 
else is said of Asa to the time of his death? 
v.20»-24. 

Who was Jeroboam's successor, and what 
became of him and the remnant of his 
father's house, according to the word of the 
prophet? 

Did Baasha himself prove to be at all a bettef 



Who was employed to convey a message from 
God to Baasha, and what was lfct •* A — *■- _ 
What account have we eXaewVeii «& ** 
prophet* iatheri 2 Claca.Vo.1— V»- £» 
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Does Jehu appear to have been engaged in his 
prophetical calling for a long time? 2 Chron. 
19.2. and 20. 21 -24. 

Did this accordingly happen very much as 
Ahijah's word had been fulfilled against 
Jeroboam? 

Why is it said that Baasha killed Jeroboam, 
when in fact he did not die by violence ? N. 
B. This mode of speech is probably de- 
signed to teach us the very intimate relation 
between a man and his posterity, and may 
help us m forming a correct view of our fea- 

' eral relation to the first man, of which the 
Apostle says, u As in Adam all die." 

JFho succeeded Baasha, and what was his fate? 
v. 8— 10. -~ 

What is said of his usurping successor? v. 
11-14. _i 

Did his accomplishing the divine denunciation 
in the least excuse his crime? Is. 10. 6, 7. 
2 King 9. 31. 

What new rival rose in opposition to Zimri, 
and what was the consequence? v. 15 — 20. 

Into what two parties did Israel then become 
divided, and which finally prevailed? 

How long did Omri reign, and what noted city 
did he build, which afterwards became the 
metropolis of Israel? N. B. This city 
occasionally gave name to the whole king- 
dom of the ten tribes. 
flow did he render \uxosfc\£ SsS&T&sraft. x» 
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By whom was he succeeded, and what no" 
count is given of the daring wickedness of 
this King? v. 29—33. 

What ancient prophetic denunciation was ful- 
filled in this reign t 

Who had succeeded to the throne of Judah in 
the mean time? 3 Chron. 17. 1. 



What illustrious Prophet was raised up in Is- 
rael during the reign of its most abandon- 
ed King? lUtf-Elijah died about 900 A. 
C. and his-n^mPaignifies, My Godit he. 

By what name is he called in the New. Testa- 
ment^ttd to whom else is that name ap- 
plielTLuke4.25.Mat.ll.l3,14.Mal.4,5. 

What solemn assurance from the Lord did he 
give to Ahab? N.B. It is probable that he 
had before warned the King of his wicked- 
ness and its consequences without effect. 

Would this fearful drought naturally bring the 
horrors of famine in its train? ch.18.2. 

Whither was Elijah commanded to betake him- 
self during the continuance of this judg- 
ment? 

What allusion do we find to this drow^*. v&.'fiws 
New Testament? James 5. VI. "Sjw .W.* 

How was fie to be sustaine&'mftw Vi&s^ 
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Whit&er did he go from the brook Cherith,aniF 
What were the circumstances of his recep- 
tion and entertainment by the widow wo* 
man? v. 8 — 16. 

Was Elijah the first prophet to the Gentiles? 
Luke 4. 25,26. N. B. It is remarked that 
Christ never went but once to the Gentiles, 
and then it was unto these very coasts of 
Zidon, to which Elijah went. Mat. 15. 21. 

How is this incident alluded to by our Lord, and 
why were his hearers so much enraged at 
the mention of it? Luke 4. 25 — 29. 

What are we taught by the miraculous pre- 
servation of this family in time of famine? 
Ps. 37. 16—19. +% 

Does it often prove a blessirif to the pious to be 
reduced to extremities, and even, "to be 
brought to a crust of bread?" 2 CeftJ|. I — 5. 

What further affliction happened to this poor 
woman, and what exclamation did she utter 
to the prophet? v. 17, 19. 

How was her son restored to her, and what 
effect had the miracle? v. 19 — 24. 

Shall we ever be losers by a generous hospi- 
tality, and especially towards the Lord's 
prophets? 

Who received a similar reward for entertain- 
ing Christ in the days of his flesh? John 11. 



*^T1 



t command of lYie l^oi& <sws» \hiW®^ 
Sifter many daysl 
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What eminently good man belonged at this 
time to the court of Ahab, and how had he 
shown his zeal for the Lord of Hosts? 

Does his example teach us that difficult, but 
useful, stations should be occupied by good 
men as long as they can do it with a good 
conscience? 

What were the circumstances under which Eli- 
jah and Obadiah met, and what converse* 
tion had they together? v. 5 — 16. 

With what salutation did Ahab accost Elijah, 

• and how did the prophet answer him? 

Has this been of old a common charge against 
the best and most useful of men? Acts 
17. 6. 

What demand 4N Elijah then make of the 
King, and did he accede to it? 

What was the Prophet's first address to the 
peojftowhen convened? v. 21. 

To whom is this at all times a proper question 
to be proposed? 

How did he then propose to have the matter 
brought to a fair trial? v. 22—24. ' 

Relate that part of the transaction, v. 25—35. 

Does Elijah's example prove that it is occa- 
sionally proper to expose vice and irreligion. 
by ridicule? 

How was the whole aflair concluded? v. 36 — 
40 

Why 'did the supernatural fir* ih&X ^wssoscs^w 
the burnt-offering, bum \x^ <bfe ^W» wX 
ifeiif. 12. 5, 6. """ 

S2 
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Were Baal's prophets slain in pursuance of a 
divine command, so that Elijah is to be ex- 
empted from the charge of cruelty? Deut. 
13. 1—6 and 18. 20—22. 

What did Elijah then say to Ahab? 

Whither did he go himself, and what circum- 
stances occurred previous to the falling of 
the shower of rain? v. 41 — 45. 

What do we learn from this in case our pray- 
ers are not speedily answered? 

Whither did he go from Mt. Carmel, and was 
not his speed supernatural? N. B. It is 
probable that both Ahab and Elijah reached 
Jezreel just in time to escape the shower. — 
The threatening aspect of the heavens would 
no doubt lead Ahab to drive with all possi- 
ble rapidity, and yet the prophet ran before 
him all the way ! 



How was Jezebel affected by the news of 
what Elijah had done, and what did her 
threats induce him to do? v. 1— ^L 

Does he seem in this to have given way most 
culpably to his fears? 

What did he pray for under the juniper tree, 
what visitation was granted him, and what 
did he say ? 

Whither and for now \oi^ ^ time d\d he go in 
tho strength of that tefee^MoKiv\^ w^^ 

word of the Lord cams \&\h^^t^ TfciV 



The question put to him was no doubt inten- 
ded as somewhat of rebuke for his flying 
from the path of duty. 

What did he reply, and what was he com- . 
manded to do? 

What were the circumstances of the remarka- 
ble manifestation now made to-him? v. 10 
—14. 

What are we taught by God's being in the still 
small voice,and not in the wind, earthquake, 
or fire? 

What new directions were now given him? 

What assurance did the Lord give him on this 
occasion, and where else do we find it re- 
ferred to? Rom. 11. 4. 

To what purpose does the Apostle allude to 
this fact? 

Does the circumstance offer encouragement to- 
pious ministers and others in the darkest 
and most 'degenerate times? 

Whom did he meet with after departing thence, 
and what were the circumstances ofhis call 
to the prophetic office? v. 19 — 21. N. B. 
Elijah's words are not to be understood as a 
reproach, but as a permission for him to go 
and bid farewell to his family, inasmuch as 
he had done nothing to him to constrain him 

■' in any way to follow him; so that if he did 
finally do it, it would be wholly voluntary; 
and he would have him cmuk\.ta& ctfft.* 

How do they seem thenceforth to\rasfe «cb$«sv 
ed themaeheat Ans. "Motorics V&^K^ 
fy instructing the peopled* t^^ 
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ing or l up e rmlMMliti g schools of ptephetain 
di&rwot parti of the Und, who night assist 
than in the work of tdhmmtkMnA taunt* 
tain it when they were removed. Soorxv 



What king at this time laid siege to Samaria, 
and with how large a force? 

What insulting message did he first send to 
the king of Israel, and what was Ahatrti 
cowardly reply f 

Ought we however to he always willing that the 
Most High should address us in BenhadaiPs 
language f 

Did th& king of Syria hereupon become more in- 
solent, and send another message demand- 
ing more than the first? v. 5, 6. 

What did Ahab and the elders do in this 
extremity? v.7— ft, 

Recite Benhadad's boasting menace, and 
Ahab's spirited answer, y. 10, 11. 

What effect had this on Benhadad ? 

What encouraging message did the Prophet 

bring to Ahab, and how did he accordingly 

order the battle? N. B. The "young men" 

here mentioned were not the flower of the. 

army, but the servants, footmen, or pages 

of the princes of the^toV\n»ea. \&&%tot 

wed to arms, they foni^*.<**M««K5" w ** 

ebntemptible in theeyeatf ^^a* 858 **** 
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"mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds." 

Relate the circumstances and the issue of the 
engagement? v. 16^—21. 

What message did the prophet bring to Ahab 
respecting preparation for another cam- 
paign ? N. B. It does not appear that Ahab 
paid any attention to this command, or took 
any pains to put himself in a posture of de- 
fence. 

How did the servants of Benhadad account for 
the late defeat, and how did they propose to 
retrieve it in the next invasion? 

Where did the two armies meet next season, 
how did they respectively appear, and what 
encouraging message came from God to Is- 
rael? 

What was the issue of the battle, and how was 
the tone of Benhadad's servants now altered % 
v. 29—31. 

Ib it not a false accusation often brought 
against God's ancient people that they were 
distinguished for cruelty and blood-thirsti- 
ness? N. B. In most of the instances 
Which have subjected them to this charge, 
they acted as the mere organs or agents of 
executing the Divine Will; and the Most 
High himself will take upon Him the re- . 
sponsibility of such proceedings. 

1V> wb*t abject subraiasYoiv && ^msj «w<^ 
in order to supplicate Sox ^oau \sasN** 
life? 
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Is their language and conduct peculiarly ap- 
propriate to returning and repenting sin- 
ners? 

What did they catch hold of in Ahab's lan- 
guage that they turned to their account? — 
N. B. The phrase in the original rendered 
"diligently observed," implies a close, sub- 
tle, insidious watching like that of a serpent, 
and strikingly denotes the craft and cunning 
of these emisaries of Benhadad. 

Did their plan succeed, and what took place 
between the two kings? 

Does it behove the people of God to be very 
careful whom they call brother? 

Was Ahab's conduct in this affair extremely 
foolish as well as criminal? N. B. The 
whole of the 22d ch. of this book is little 
else than a record of Benhadad's treachery 
and what it cost the nation of Israel. 

What singular circumstance is related of one 
of the prophets in this connection, and what 
is intended by it? N. B. The prophet, 
prompted by a Divine impulse, wished to be 
smitten and wounded, in order that he might 
in this disguise reprove Ahab by a parable 
for letting Benhadad escape out of his hand. 
As he required this of his neighbor "in the 
word of the Lord," or by a Divine command, 
his refusal to smite him was an act of diso- 
bedience and rebeUloi! gainst God, Pro- 
bably he could not ^e\keTett*«woh\cRft«%^ 
tbe thing, any more tarn. W» wfck^M* 
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animal instead of a vegetable sacrifice, and 
therefore, like thousands in all ages, ventu- 
red to disregard a Divine mandate. 

Did he afterwards find one more willing to 
comply with the injunction, and what was 
the issue? v. 38 — 43. N. B. Ahab's reply 
was as much as to say, Thou art condemned 
out of thine own mouth, or by thine own 
confession. 

Are we often condemning ourselves when we 
are passing sentence on others? 



What instance have we here of Ahab's cove* 
tousness? 

How did he propose to obtain the object of his 
desires/and what was the effect of his dis- 
appointment? 

As he proposed an equivalent, wherein con- 
sisted his sin? Bom. 7. 9. Co. 3. 5. 

How was he at length put in the way of obtain- 
ing his object? v. 5- — 11. 

Was this one of the blackest deeds of cruelty 
ever Revised? 

Why was a feast proclaimed in connexion 
with this afiair ? N. B. She would make it 
believed by this that some e\»tmwja^wSs3fc* 
edness was iurking undiscovered^ q?t «X\«**k 
unpunished, and that a feast yms *««*!•** 
to turn away H& divine dteptoMWtt*- 
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/ere these bloody orders submissively obeyed, 

and what followed? v. 12—16. 
Joes it appear that any of Naboth's family 

were put to death at the same timet 2 Kings 

9. 26. 
Were these elders afterwards equally obsequi- 
ous to Jehu's orders for the murder of 

Ahatfs sons? 2 Kings 10. 6,7. 
What word of the Lord came unto Elijah, and 

what message was he commanded to deliver 

to the King? '* 

How did it appear that Ahab was terrified by 

this, and what were the grounds of it? v. 

20—24. 
What is the general character given of Ahab, 

and how were the threatened judgments 

averted? v. 27, 28. 
Was his repentance severe and lasting, or 

merely external and temporary? 
Is it to be feared that similar humiliations in 

all ages are mistaken by many for "the 

godly sorrow which worketh life?" 



For how long a time was there a cessation' 
hosti lities between Syria and Israel ? N. " 
Benhadad no doubt threw off all regard 
his covenant as soon a& Yva £ot home, o 
went about recruiting Y&s fotc£»,> *»& * 
•fang ready for war. 
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From whom did Ahab at this time receive a 
visit, and what proposition did he make to 
bis guest? 

In what manner had the families of Ahab and 
Jehosaphat become connected? 2 Kings 
8. 18. 

Was Ramoth-Gilead one of the cities which 
Benhadad had promised to restore? eh. 
20.34. 

Did Jehosaphat consent, and why did they 
delay going up immediately? v. 5. 

What was the word of the prophets, and how 
was Jehosaphat satisfied ? 

What was Ahab's reply, and what further as- 
surances did they receive from these flatter* 
ing prophets? v. 8— 12. N. B. "Unity is 
not always die mark of a true church, or a 
true ministry. Here were 400 men that 
prophesied with one mind and one mouth, 
ana yet all in an error."— Henry. 

What was the messenger's request to Micaiah 
when he went for him, and what was his 
reply? 

What traits of character are remarkably set in 
contrast in the conduct of these two men? 

What occurred when he came into the presence 
of the kings, and hpw is his language to be 
understood? N. B. This mode of expres- 
sion is not to be construed as sanctioning ox 
approving the step, but uwreVj raSx&ss*&B% 
his good wishes, since Atafo , ^»^*^^ 
bent upon going. ThuatteTJ^'Ha^** 

T 



to 'Balaam, "Go with the elders of Moab," 
when it is, evident he disapproved of his 
conduct. Speeches of this kind are merely 
Qod?s Providence turned into words. His 
Providence often does not restrain the fro- 
ward and perverse, but permits them to go 
on in their own chosen way. 

How did Ahab express his suspicions that the 
prophet was not sincere, and what clear pre* 
diction did he then utter? v. 17. 

What did Ahab say to Jehosaphat? 

Are men prone to imagine that ministers are 
not their friends because they tell them the 
truth? 

How does Micaiah then proceed to deliver 
his message? v. 1ft— 23.. N. B. The vision 
was not designed to reveal the actual state 
of things in the invisible world, but simply 
as an allegorical mode of representing the 
permissive economy of God?s holy Providence 
towards wicked men, whom he frequently 
suffers to be deceived by events coinciding 
with their wishes, and thus to rush onto 
their own destruction. In such case nothing 
can be brought to shew that He is bound to 
prevent the catastrophe which he does not 
prevent. 

How did Zedekiah receive this message, and 

what wasMicaiah's meek reply? v. 24, 25. 

What did the king order to be done with the 

prophet, and what were Mkaish?* ^k&&% 

words to Ahab? 
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What stratagem did Ahab propose to Jehosa- 
phat, and hpw did the affair terminate? v, 
2&-37. 

Was Ahab's death a judgment for having suf- 
fered Benhadad to escape? 

How was Elijah's denunciation fulfilled? 

Who succeeded him in the kingdom, and what 
was his general character? 

What, is the general character given of Jehos- 
aphat king of Judah? 

What is said of his naval expeditions? v. 4. 8. 
2Chron.l9.2. 

Where did he place judges, for the benefit of 
his subjects, and what instructions did he 
give them? 2 Chron. 19. 5—7. 

Whom did he appoint with the same view in 
the city of Jerusalem? v. 8 — 11. 

What remarkable war was Jehosaphat engaged 
in, and what were the circumstances which 
decided the victory? 2 Chron. 20. l-r-25. 

What was the state of his kingdom after this? 
V.2&-30. 



II. KINGS. 

CHAPTER X. 

'What nation, formerly svib&wA Vj ^^^^*; 
belled after the death of AJ&sftA <*.S«as^* 
"What accident befel Ahazia^,wA^^ VoXSV 
he send a message of eticpivrj V 
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In what respects was his conduct faulty in this 
matter! Ps. 76. 1. 

In what other instances do we find men more 
solicitous to know the event of their sick* 
ness, than the means of recovery? 1 Kings 
14. 8.2 Kings 7. 7— 9. 

What is meant by the name Baal-zebub, and 
what mention is made of it in the New Tes- 
tament? Mat. 12. 24. Marie 3. 22. N. B. 
The name means. Lord of fie*. 

By whom were the messengers met on the way, 
and how addressed? v. 3,4. 

What enquiries did the king make of the mes- 
sengers on their return, and what did they 
answer him? 

Whom did Elijah resemble in his personal ap- 
pearance? Mat. 3. 4. N, B. Elijah was a 
type of John the Baptist. 

What measures did the king take for the appre- 
hension of the prophet, and what became of 
the first companies? 

On what occasion did Christ forbid his disciples 
making this a precedent for themselves? 
Luke 9. 51—66. 

Did the third captain act a wiser part, and 
what was the result? 

What did Elijah say when brought into the 
presence of the king, and was his word fill- 
hlled accordingly ? 
Who succeeded him in taftVax^taxcrf 



What case had there been previous to Elijah,. 
of one being taken to heaven without tasting 
death? Gen. 5. 24. 

What did Elijah do previous to his translation ? 
N. B. This journey was no doubt underta* 
ken tor the purpose of visiting the schools 
of the prophets, to instruct, encourage, and 
bless them. 

What do we leam from this as to the duty of 
good men when they are about to leave the 
world? 2 Pet. 1.12— 15. 

What did Elisha say when Elijah was disposed 
to put his affection to the test ? 

What have -we formerly met with similar to 
this? Ruth 1. 15— 18. 

What did the sons of the prophets say to Eli- 
sha, and how did he answer them? N. B. 
The phrase, "Take away thy master from 
thy head," has reference to the manner in 
which the Jewish teachers sat in the midst 
of their pupils, it being on an elevated seat 
or platform, so that their feet were on a level 
with the heads of their- disciples. Hence it 
is said of Paul, that he was "brought up at 
the feet of Gamaliel.' 1 

What did Elijah still urge without effect upon 

Elisha, and whither did they come together 

while the sons of the prophets beheld tfesjew. 

from a distance? 

How did they croes the met, WDJV , «ft)»a&. w*"* 1 



Ought we highly to prise the society of 
aged and dying saints, and to^ndeavor to 
have their «ite perpetuated in ust 

What ware.s4ne circumstances of the trans- 
lation, and What inunediately followed? 
11-^14. ■,.■■. 

How was he deceived by the sons of the pro- 
phets, to what proposal of theirs did he at 
last consent, and what was the result? v. 
15—18. x 

What miracle did he perform for the benefit of 
the men of Jericho? v. 19—22. 

How was he treated by a number of little chil» 
dren at Bethel,, and what ^wful judgment 
fell upon them? 

Was Elisha's curse the effect of personal re- 
sentment, or of a divine impulse ? 

Would it seem that they had heard of Elijah's 
"going up," orascension, and thus expressed 
a wish to be rid of Elisha also? 

What rendered the sin of the children- pecu- 
liarly heinous? Lev. 19. 32. 

Were the parents of those children chargeable 
in great measure with thtf guilt. jumHEc 

% destruction of their offspring f *- 



&2to succeeded Aha7Aahi^lisr^ 
*he character given of kknS *A4A. 
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What tribute had the king of Moab paid to the 
king of Israel, and what emboldened him to 

- " rebel? 

What measures did Jehoram take to reduce 
him to subjection, and what was Jehosa* 
phat's answer? v. 6, 7. 

What route did they take in going against 
Moab, who joined them, and what privations 
did they meet with? v. 8—10. 

What was Jehosaphat's resort in this extre- 
mity, what prophet did they find, and what 
did he say to the king of Israeli v. 11—14. 

What directions did he give, and what assu- 
rances, preparatory to procuring a miracu- 
lous supply of water? v. 15 — 19. 

When and how was his word accomplished in 
, jrdgard to the water, and what was the issue- 
of the engagement? 

How djtf they proceed to mar the country, and 
what was the desperate conduct of the king 
of Moab? 

flow did this horrid deed affect the spectators, 
and what were they induced to do? N. B. 

• By this is implied, either that the subjects of 
the king of Moab were hereby bitterly enra- 
ged and exasperated against Israel for dri- 
ving their master to this extremity, or, that 
a great spirit of indignation against Mesha 
feU upon the Israelites in view of such a 
shocking spectacle. It tn&y ta> ^ta& Vto> 
idegB wese intended V>V*e &RN*ij«&» - , 

Cwi my bounds he **Uo i\u& v***** , * > ^ 
"Wessofmea? 
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CHAPTER XV. 

What is related of the complaint of a poor 
prophet's widow, and of the manner in which 
her debt was paid? v. 1 — 7. 

Is the payment of just debts a duty of para- 
mount obligation in our dealings with men? 

Does a man's taking the benefit of bankrupt or 
relief laws free him from the moral obliga- 
tion to use his utmost exertions to pay all 
his debts? 

Is it becoming a Christian to contract heavy 
debts, or to engage in precarious specu- 
lations? 

May we infer from this incident that the wid- 
ows and families of pious and useful servants 
of God have a special ground of encourage- 
ment to trust in Providence for a support? 

Was the miracle in this case similar to that of 
Christ in multiplying the loaves and fishes? 

By whom, and in what manner, was Elisha 
hospitably entertained? 

How did he evince his gratitude for this kind- 
ness, and how did he reward it? v. 12 — 17. 

What befel the child afterwards, and what did 
the mother do on the occasion? v. 18 — 24. 

What conversation ensued, and how was her 
child restored tohert v .%— 3Hf . 
in what particular did Chnstf * T&\rw3Kfc*s8fet % 

as to manner, from ftioa© <£ TK*fc wA^&ssst 
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Whither did Elisha return, and what did he 

order to be done in view of the dearth that 

prevailed? v. 88. 
What accident happened, and how were the 

effects of it prevented? 
What additional fact is here related, and where 

do we find a parallel of it? Mat 14. 15—21. 



CHAFFER ▼• 

* 

What is here said of Naaman the Syrian, and 
what do we learn from it of the teal source 
of political blessings? 

Is the hand of Providence to be acknowledged 
in the events of profane history, as well as 
of sacred? 

What diminution was there to Naalnan's hap- 
piness? N. B. " Every man has some but 
or other in his character or condition, to 
allay to his grandeur, or damp his joy." 
Hekht. 

By what means was he informed of one who 
could probably effect a cure for him? 

Ought little children to be made early acquain- 
ted with the characters and deeds of good 
men, and inspired with veneration for them? 

Can persons often find opportunities to be 
usemil even in the lowest a>nditi<Kv^t \afel 

Howwem the matter txta&m& Xatantm^***' 
man and the king, aud i^^**^^^ 

of the letter? 
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Does he seem to have thought that the propheft 
wag entirely at the command of the king? 

What was the effect of the letter upon the king 
of Israel, and did his excitement arise from a 
misconception of Benhadad's meaning? 

What said Elisha when the circumstance came 
to his ear? 

What was the manner of Naaman's applica- 
tion to Elisha, and how did he receive thfe 
prophet's directions? 

Was his language on this occasion a fair speci- 
men of the objections of sinners to God's 
appointed means of salvation? 

How was he prevented from turning away, 
and going home without receiving any ben- 
efit from the journey ? 

Does it appear that persons in humble life have 
often far more true wisdom, and correct 
views of the' dealings of God's Providence, . 
than their -superiors? 

What was the effect of his washing both upon 
his body and his mind? 

Did Elisha consent to take his presents, and 
what request did Naaman make of him? 

Did it indicate extreme superstition in Naaman 
to suppose there was such virtue in the earth 
of Israel, that no other would answer to 
make an altar of? 

Does the veneration in the Roman church for 

sacred relics flow fromlihfcEMDfcY^^kt 

In what particular did thft ^*»m*.Ti\*2%*. $■* 

pensation at the hands <ri Xte ^w$Mfc> *sA 
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does this fact lead to a suspicion that his 
convictions were not sound? 

What is to be thought of those who make 
reservations at this day, in their duty to 
God? 

Are persons in public and political life under 
great temptations to this sin? 

What is related of the depraved conduct of 
Gehazi on this occasion? v. 20^—24. N. B. 
Gehazi is supposed to have been one of the 
"sons of the prophets" acting as a constant 
attendant on Elisha, or one who, as the pro- 
verbial expression went, "poured water on 
his hands." 

How was his vile covetousness detected, rebu- 
ked, and punished? 

What lesson do we learn from his fate ? 1 Tim. 
6. 9, 10. 



What proposition was made to Elisha, and to 

what miracle did the affair give occasion ? v. 

1—7. 
What do we learn from this passage respecting 

the personal accommodations and the habits 

of these sons of the prophets r • 
What useful information did E1&Y& ^^ \j&^da 

king in the Syrian wb^mA^^V^^S^* 2 ?* 
were hereby excited in the mvcA oi w® 8 
dad? v. 8—11. 
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How was the matter explained to him, and 

what was he thereupon induced to dot v. 

12—14. 
How was Elisha's servant affected by the sight 

of the armed host, and how were his fears 

relieved? 
What may we learn from this? 
Ill What singular manner were his enemies 

defeated of their aim, and returned in safety 

to their master? v. 18—28, 
Although the Syrians came no more into the 

land of Israel by bands, or detached parties, 

who collected the whole host and led them 

thither? 
What was the consequence of the siege to 

Samaria, and what horrid transaction came 

to the ears of the king? 
Was this the fulfilment of an ancient prophecy 

and what ? Lev. 26. 29. 
How was the king affected by the circum- 
stance, and how did he vent his indignation? 
How was Elisha employed when the messenger 

came to take his life, and how was that step 

prevented? 
What was the king's desponding and unbelie- 

vingspeech to Elisha and the elders? N. 

B. The king seems to have repented of his 

rash and bloody order,' and to have come 

in haste to prevent the execution of it 



What prediction did^Aa\xVX«,^>MWi* 
he reply to theunbdievvBftVw^ 



V .-j-» 
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What account is given of the four leprous men) 
and of the consequences of their singular 
resolve? v. 3 — 7. 

For whom may this resolution very properly 
serve as a model? 

To what was the flight of the Syrian army 
owing? 

What did they do after having entered the 
deserted camp, feasted themselves, and secu- 
red a portion of the prey? v. 8 — 11. 

What is the duty of those who have found the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, while they 
know that others are perishing for the want 
of them? 

What were Jehoram's suspicions on this occa* 
sion, and how did he become satisfied as to 
the feet? v. 12—15. 

What did the people do with the tents of the 
enemy, how was Elisha's prediction fulfilled, 
and what became of the unbelieving lord? 
N. R He was probably stationed at the gate 
to prevent the disorderly rush of the hungry 
multitude to the camp; but proving unequal 
to the task, the crowd pressed upon him and 
trampled him to death. 

Ik) we learn from his fate that it is dangerous 
to question the divine declarations? 



Wh*t counsel did Elisha gvvfc to \& 
tew, the Shunamite* wA h\kj\ 



\Qft\ftStf£»B'' 
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Did she comply with this advice, and what is 
related of her after the term had expired? 
v. 2, 3. 

What were the peculiar circumstances and 
the result of her introduction to the king? 
v. 4— 6. 

Whither did Elisha go up from Samaria, what 
message was sent to him, and what answer 
did he return to it? N. B. This is an 
instance of that strange sentiment of fata- 
lity which paralysed the use of all rational 
means of recovery. Some abuse the doc- 
trine of the divine decrees in the same 
manner. 

What took place between the prophet and Ha- 
zael the messenger? v. 11 — 13. 

Should we be equally astonished and incredu- 
lous were we told the real wickedness of our 
hearts? 

What false report did he bring to the king, and 
how did he hasten his death ? v. 14, 15. 

Who began to reign with Jehosaphat, whom 
did he marry, and what was his charac- 
ter? 

How did he deal with his brothers? 2 Cbron. 
21.4. 

What considerations stayed the divine judg- 
ments? 

What nation revolted from Judah, and how did 
Joram succeed in Yvvs *X\sov^\» to reduce 
them to submission^ 
What is related of the tonuDet <&\s» fc»S& 
Ch ron. 21.12—30. 
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Who succeeded him, what was the name ant? 
- family of his mother, and what his char- 
acter? 

What circumstances are mentioned respecting 
him and Joram the son of Ahab ? 

Did Ahaziafe visit oust him dear? 2 Chronr 
22.7. 



What command did Elista give to one of. me- 
sons of the prophets? v. 1—3. 

How did the young man execute this commis- 
sion? v.4 — 10. 

Was there any injustice towards Ahab's house - 
in this proceeding? 

What took place when Jehu returned to his 
servants? v. 11—15. 

What' happened as he drew near to Jezreel in 
order to fall upon Joram? 

What preparations did Joram make to meet 
him, and what was the issue of the inter- 
view? v. 21— 24. 

What was done with Joram's dead body, and 
why? v. 25,26. 

What was the fate of Ahaziah, and why was 

rculiar respect shewn to his remains? 
Cbron. 22. ft 
What was the tragical end of Jezria^wsA^Mw 1 
was Jehu disaDDointed in \m& Aeavesv ^S>*»^ 



23$ 

Of what was he reminded by this circum* 
stance? v. 36, 37. 

Do we elsewhere find that the house of Jehu 
was punished for the blood shed at Jezreelf 
Hos. 1. 4. 

What remarkable allusion do we elsewhere 
find to Jezebel? Rev. 2. 20—23. N. B. 
We conceive that Jezebel in this passage of 
the Revelations is brought in as a type of 
that corrupt and apostate church which is 
called afterwards "The mother of harlots 
and abominations of the earth." Conse- 
quently if we suppose, as we may do with 
great probability, that the seven epistles to 
the Asiatic churches are prophetical of the 
state of religion among its true disciples in 
seven different periods of the churchy reach* 
ing to the millennium, that to Thyatira, con* 
taming the mention of Jezebel, must be 
referred to the period when the pretended 
adulterous spouse of Christ was at her 
height, or when the woman sat upon the 
scarlet colored beast drunk with the blood of 
the saints, (Rev. 17. 1—7); a state of things 
which would naturally tend to corrupt in a 
measure the true church. 



CHAPTER X. 

What was the putpott ot 3eW% fa&\*\\fist\fe 
the elders of Samma, wA Ww $k ^»* 
answer him? 
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What were the contents of the second letter, 
and what effect bad itf 

What was done with the heads of Ahab's sons 
when brought to Jezreel, and what did Jehu 
take occasion to say to the people? 

Bow did he proceed in executing the bloody 
work assigned him? 

What other persons, falling within his instruc- 
tions, were slain at the pit of the shearing 
bouse? v. 12—14. 

Do these tremendous judgments shew the con- 
sequences of being connected with wicked 
men, as well as the danger of apostacy and 
idolatry ? 

What good man did he meet with and take into 
bis carriage on the way, and what conver- 
sation ensued between them} 

What have we elsewhere said of this Jehona- 
dabT Jer.35.6~10. 

Are good men often liable to be imposed upon 
by the shew of great zeal? 

Is a real concern for the glory of God, of an 
ostentatious nature! Prov, 27. 2. 

What did Jehu do on his arrival at Samaria? 
v. 17— 35. 

Is his stratagem to be justified? Bom. 3. 8. 

Does Jehonadab appear to have been too hasty 
in his concurrence? 

What was done with the images and the house 
of Baal? 

Were JeJiu's'motivee in these tese»R>cis*B>''S cs;Kl 
and upright? 
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b it a common character of hypocrites to if 

very earnest about one part of religion and 

very negligent about others? 
What disasters began to happen to Israel in 

these days and who were the principal su£ 

ferers? 
Did these tribes now smart for the choice their 

ancestors had made of an inheritance op 

the other side of the river? 
Do we find that Damascus notwithstanding was 

afterwards reckoned with for this invasion? 

Amos 1.3, 4. 



To whal act of barbarity was Athaliah insti- 
gated when she saw that her son was dead, 
and by what means did Joash escape? 

Have some of the most awful deeds of revenge 
ever recorded been perpetrated by women? 

Whose daughter was Athaliah? 

What transpired after Joash had been con- 
cealed six years, and whence did Jeboiada 
collect his abettors on this occasion ? 2Chron. 
23.1.2. 

What measures did he adopt in order to secure 

the coronation of the young king ? v. 5-— 12. 

To what was AthaliaVi excited t*y the noise and 

tumult of ther^opVe^\^\.\i^^^^W 

presence, and how did W*S^*«rw»«&& 

v. 13— ie # 



Was thin a criminal rebellion against the gov 
erqment, or a just judgment of heaven? 

What further steps did Jehoiada and the people 
take towards a general reformation in 
church and state? 

0o the calamities of the house of Jehosaphat 
mentioned in this chapter appear to have 
been principally occasioned by his con 
ting himself with the house of Ahab? 



How old was Joash or Jehoash when he began 
to reign, and what was bis character in the 
outset? 

What public work did he cause to be under' 
taken, and how were the expenses to be 
defrayed? v. 4. 5. 

Do bis orders appear to have been long neglec- 
ted, what became of the money, and what 
new plan was hit upon? v. 6—9. 2 Chron. 
35. 6. 7. 

Is it a bad sign when people are backward in 
such cases? 

According to what former example did they 
make the Collection ? 2 Chron. 24. 9. 

To whom and for what special purposes was 
the money appropriated? 

Did they at all break in on the stated mainten- 
ance of the priests! 
What did they do with Q» imgatX ^^^^ 
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How old was Jehoiada when he died? 2 Chron, 
24.1&. 

What disgraced the subsequent character of 
Joash? 2 Chron. 24. 15—22. 

What foreign power now came against Israel, 
and how were they turned 'back? v. 17, 18. 

Does this appear from Chronicles to have been 
a far more distressing event than would be 
inferred from the present account? 2 Chron. 
24. 23, 24. 

What was the unhappy end of Joash? 2 Chron. 
24.25. 

Are apostates apt to meet with severer judg- 
ments than other men ? 



Who succeeded Jehu in Israel, what was his 
conduct, and the effect of it? 

To what had Jehohaz recourse in this extre- 
mity, and with what effect? 

Who was the " Saviour" here promised? Com- 
pare v. 22. with v. 25. 

What was probably the reason that the Most 
High did not send them immediate deliver- 
ance? v.6. 

To what mere remnant of military force were 

they reduced at this time ? 
Who succeeded Jehoataz, aadwhat is said of 

him? 
What prophet fell sick dunx^ *<»&£% ^> 
" and in what words ^A4\»^as»^ ww>cte ^ 



ch. 2. 12. N. B. Elisha prophesied at least 
Bixty years. 

What directions did the dying prophet give to 
the king, and what was signified thereby J v. 
16—17. 

What farther command did the prophet give, 
how did the king fail of compliance, and 
what was the consequence? N. B. The 
smiting of the arrows against the floor was 
to be an emblem of the manner in which 
Joash should improve bis victory when he 
nad hia enemy at bis feet. It became him 
therefore to have been earnest and thorough 
in it, and to have repeated the strokes a 
number of times, and to have manifested a> 
spirit like David's, "to beat his enemies 
small as the dust before the wind," but 
instead of this, he went about it coldly and 
heartlessly, as though the act was childish 
and unreasonable, and thereby both displea- 
sed the Prophet, and greatly marred his own 
success. 

What remarkable circumstance occurred at 
the sepulchre of Elisha not long after he 
was buried? 

How long a time did Hazael oppress Israel, to 
what was their relief owing, and by whom. 



Who was the successor oS Xoa&vV\w& *^ 
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i What was one of the first acts of his rei{ 

and by what was he regulated in the exec 
tionofit? Dfeut.24. 16. 

Although men may not visit the iniquity oft 
fathers upon the children, yet may not G 
do it, or order others to do it, without ai 
impeachment of his justice ? 

What victory did he achieve over his eiemic 

What additional particulars respecting this c 
pedition are mentioned in Chronicles? 
Chron. 25. 5—16. 

What appears to have been his fault in hiri 
these men of Israel? 

Do we learn from this transaction that wh 
men are engaged in a bad cause it is betti 
whatever it may cost them, to desist from 
than to go on in it? 

Was his son Jotham repaid the hundred t 
ents with a liberal interest? 2 Chron. 27. 

Are multitudes in every age stumbled at t 
idea of incurring losses in the way of dut 
and ready to make the plea of Amaziah? '. 
B. "Many are ready to say, What shall \ 
do if, by hallowing the Sabbath, we lose 
many good customers? What shall we c 
if we renounce this illegal traffic and ex< 
bitant profit, to compensate so important 
loss? What shall we do, if we affront o 
friends, obstruct our preferment, or lose ti 
friendship of the woxldl How shaH \ 

maintain our families^ "^NYv^X^wa^vj^v 

or what shall we drinkl ot ^taste Vv 
shall be clothed ?" Peittxry mA & 




239 

free us in the way you point out to us: we 
are almost persuaded it is the road to hea- 
ven; but what shall we do about the espeu- ■ 
■m of the journey F* — Scott, 

What challenge did Amaziah send to Jeboash, 
or Joash king of Israel, and what may hare 
been the ground of his resentment against 
him? 2 Chron, 25. 13. 

What cutting rebuke did he receive from Jo- 
hoahaz? 

Had this any effect upon Amaziah, and what 
was the consequence? v. 11 — 14. 

How long did Amaziah survive Joash, and 
what was his end at last? 

Who succeeded him in Judah, who succeeded 
Joash in Israel, and what is said of the lat- 
ter* v. 23—27. 

as the book of Jonah therefore in point of time 
to be ranked before those of any of the other 
prophets? 



CHAPTER XV. 

Who came to the throne of Judah while Jero* i 
boam reigned in Israel, and what was his I 
character? 1 

What prophet lived in his reign whose coun- 
sels ho enjoyed? 2 Chron. 25. 5. 

By what other name \b h» cdlsAS. **. *3ajraE». 

26. i. 
To what was it nwin<r iW \w» w* VwbmP** 
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he to fell under this judgment? v. 5 k 2 Ghroih 

26. 16V-21. 
By what law was he required to dwell in a 

'"several" or separate "house?* Lev. 13)46. 
Who managed the government in his stead f 
Who succeeded Jeroboam in Israel, and how 

came he to his end? 
What promise, formerly made to Jehu, was 

now fulfilled? ch. 10. 30. 
What was the fete of Shallum, and how long 

and in what manner did his successor reign? 

v. 13—18. 
What foreign king came against Israel at this 

time, and how was he induced to return 

back? v. 19—21. 
From what does it appear that Nineveh the 

capital of Syria had at this time become a 

large and powerful city? Jonah, 3. 3. 
Who succeeded Menahem, what was his char* 

acter, and how was he cut off? v. 23— 26* 

N. B. The nation were now fast ripening to 

ruin. 
What says Solomon of the cause of the rapid 

succession of rulers? Prov. 28. 2. 
What wicked king succeeded Pekahian, an! 

what destructive invasion of Israel took 

place under his reign? v. 27 — 29* 
How did Pekah come to his death, and what 
prophecy was accomplished in that event? 
A. 8. 4. N. B. Hfc aurora \fc^*\*«^* 
formidable enemy to iite¥iBqg^*fcV£*V 
in the early part of the «&£&<* fc&wk 
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What noted prophets flourished in the times 
we are now considering? Is. 1. 1. Hos. 1. 
1. Amos 1. 1. Micah 1. 1. 

Is it necessary to compare very attentively 
their prophecies with the history in order to 
a proper understanding of both? 

What must we infer, from the general strain of 
their writings, to have been the state of re- 
ligion during these reigns, and for a long 
time before? 

Who succeeded Uzziah or Azariah in Jerusa- 
lem, and what was his character and prin- 
cipal acts? 

What powers began now to confederate against 
Jerusalem, and how were the king and peo- 
ple, in the next reign, affected by the inva- 
sion? Is. 7. 



Who succeeded Jotham, and what is said of his 
abominations? v. 1—4. 

What distinguished prophet lived and prophe- 
sied in this reign? 

By whom, and with what wasting calamities, 
was the country invaded? 2 Ghron. 28. 

What additional circumstances are mentioned 
in Chronicles respecting those taken cap- 
tive? 

To what is it owing tha.1 iste^ Et^cfe- 
fy overcome the nation^ Ka&. ■** *»TE«? 

Buses made to the house ol^v^« 
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What took place in Isaiah's interview with 
Ahaz relative to this invasion? Is. 7. 1—15. 

What depredations were committed by Rezin, 
king of Syria, and how was he repulsed and 
slain? v. 5—9. 

What were the sad consequences arising from 
Ahaz 9 journey to Damascus? v. 10—15. 

What other gross acts of sacrilege and impiety 
was he guilty of, and by whom was he suc- 
ceeded? v. 17—20. 

Did any of the kings of Judah attain to Da- 
vid's age of seventy years ? 



Who began in the 12th year of Ahaz to reign 
over Samaria, what was his character, and 
the fortunes of his reign? v. 1 — 3. 

For what reason was he imprisoned, and what 
befel the country thereupon? 

What were the procuring causes of these dis- 
tresses? v. 7 — 18. 

What was the character of Judah during the 
same period, and what was the punishment 
inflicted on him? v. 19—23. 

Whom did the king of Assyria put in posses- 
sion of the deserted country of Israel, and 
what was the consequence? 
What representation did t\isy traSfca \» %& 

king, what plan did he a.0.0^ fat ^h»a t€fts5U 

and with what effect? v. 25—^. 
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Would it seem that those pagan colonists had 

more fear of the wrath of the Lord than his 

own covenant people! 
What character does our Saviour give even in 

his day of the Samaritan worship? John 4. 

22. 
With what solemn charges and reproofs does 

this chapter close? v. 34 — 41. 



Who succeeded Ahaz, what was his charac- 
ter, and some of his principal exploits? 

Does his case display, in a remarkable man- 
ner the distinguishing grace of God? 

Have some who were called christians exhib- 
ited a degree of superstition nearly, or equal 
to this? 

What were some of the points in which he ef- 
fected a wonderful reformation? Consult 2 
Chron. from ch. 29th to 31st inclusive. 

Though it is said he rebelled against the king 
of Assyria, does it appear that he violated 
any treaty? 

What invasion of Samaria took place in the 
fourth year of his reign, and what was the 
consequence? v. 9 — 12 

Who succeeded Salmaneser, what timorous 
message did he receive from Hezekiah^ and 
what terms did he impose \ryssv\xos^ n . ^ 

Sow does the prophet lsu\a\v ^e^^^^y 
Syrian in this expedition*. Ww*^~ 
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Does it appear plain from this that men may 
be at the same time carrying into execution 
the counsels of the Most High, and also ac- 
complishing their own wicked purposes? 

bit not arrogant in the extreme to say that 
these things are inconsistent and irrecon- 
cilable, when we haveso muchevidence from 
facta of the truth of each separate position? 

What new and unprovoked attack did the king 
of Assyria make soon after, and what mes- 
sage was sent to Hezekiah? *v. 17— -35. 

Did Rabehakeh yield to the reasonable and 
respectful Tequest of the embassadors, and 
what did he continue to say? 

How were these insolent railings received, and 
how conveyed to Hezekiah? 



How was Hezekiah affected by the intelli- 
gence, and to what had he recourse in this 
extremity? v. 1 — 4. 
Does it appear that the people were not duly 
affected on this occasion, and that this Sheb- 
na was not an upright man ? Is. 22. 12—25. 
What encouraging answer did he receive from 

the prophet? 
How was the king of Xa^fva. ons^ti^*! when 
-Rabshakeh returned, axA ^\»k \ssAfe\sB& 
anxious to complete taa cOT&p»eX<ft Utar 
letn at once? 
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In what haughty style did he write to Ileze- 

kiah? v. 10—13. 
What did Hezekiah do with the letter, and 

what was the substance of his prayer! 
What are we taught by Hezekiah's conduct on 

this occasion? 
What answer did he receive from the Lord, 

and by what medium? v. 20—36. 
What desolating judgment fell that night upon 

the army of Sennacherib, and what was 

finally his own fate? 
What prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled in his 

death? fa. 31, 8. 
What psalm is supposed to have been written 

in reference to this event? Ans. The sev- 
. enty sixth. 
Of what signal future defeat of God's enemies 

may this be considered as the type? Rev. 
19. 17—31. 



In what year of Hezekiah's reign does it ap- 
pear, from a comparison of dates, that his 
sickness occurred? See ch. 18. 2 and 20. 
6. It was consequently during Sennache- 
rib's first invasion. 

What message came to him on this occasion, 
and in what manner did he iscevro wi. -ss*- 
proveil? 
Does it appear that Vi\s \jOTrfiNfflSff** A >» 
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From what motives is it proper for us to pray * 
that our lives may be prolonged? 

Is it to be supposed that Hezekiah actually 
founded his dependence on his own good 
works? 

Ought not christians at this day to be able oa 
their dying beds to use the same language? 
2 Cor. 1. 12. 

What was the Lord's answer to his prayer, 
and how was he informed of it? 

Were means to be employed notwithstanding, 
and what do we learn from this fact? 

What sign was given to Hezekiah to confirm 
his faith in the divine promise ? N. B. "Dr. 
Lightfoot suggests that the fifteen songs of 
degrees Ps. 128. — 134. might perhaps be so 
called, because selected by Hezekiah to be 
sung to his stringed instruments, Is. 38. 20. 
in remembrance of the degrees on the dial 
which the sun went back, and the fifteen 
years added to his life ; and he observes how 
much of the Psalms is applicable to Jerusa- 
lem's distress and deliverance, and to Hez- 
ekiah's sickness and recovery." — Henry. 

How did the pious king celebrate the Lord's 
goodness in his recovery? Is. 38. 9—20. 

Of what sinful infirmity was he guilty shortly 
after this, and how was he reproved for it? 
r. 12—18. 
Ought we to be paxticuYatVfTeaerved in ma- 
king a display, wheAhei to fatasAa ot^tawx* 

gera, of the riches ot gwA fcox^Vfc wi^ 

sesion? 



How did be receive the prophet's denunciation, 
and how is the account of him closed? 

Are the three preceding chapters to be found 
any where else in the Bible? Is. ch. 36—39. 



By whom was ilezekiah succeeded, and how 
long did he reign? 

What was his mother's name, what does it 
mean, and what other application is there 
of it? Is. 62. 4. N. B. The name signifies 
"My delight it in ker." 

What was the character of Manasaeh, and how 
did his iniquity show itself? v. 2— -A. 

What threatening message did God deliver by 
his prophets to Jerusalem and Judah? v, 10 
—15. 

How is the account of Manasseh closed? 

Have we any where a more pleasing account ,' 
efbislatterdays73Cairon.38.il— 17. N. 
B. Manasseh, we believe, is the only in- 
stance on record of the toaotrnon. of an 
old HUM. 

What was the name, character, and end of his 
successor? v. 19—26. N. B. "Thosewho 
set bad examples, though they may repent 
themselves,yet they cannot be sure that those 
whom they have drawn into sin hy their 
example will repent ; it is often otherwise, ? 

Doe* it now appear still more wS&bbBl^bi*-** 1 
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At what age was Josiah seated on the throne, 
how long did he reign, and in what manner? 

What ancient prophecy was fulfilled in his 
birth? 1 Kings 14. 2. 

What is elsewhere said of his early piety? 
2Chron,34,3. 

What good work did he cause to be undertaken 
in the 18th year of his reign, and what is 
mentioned to the praise of the workman? 

What remarkable discovery was made during 
the progress of this work, and how is the 
fact to be accounted for? N. 8. It cannot 
be supposed that all knowledge of the sacred 
writings had at this time ceased among the 
people or the rulers. But in the idolatry 
and iniquity of the preceding reigns we 
may well believe that a principal part of the 
law, especially those portions which con- 
demned their practices, had gradually gone 
out of use, while only certain detached passa- 
ges and sections were retained* By means 
of these partial extracts, aided by tradition; 
Hezekiah no doubt conducted his reforma- 
tion. TPhe copy now discovered was prob- 
ably that written by Mous' own hand, which 
had been secreted, amidst the distractions of 
the former wicked reigns, for fear of its being 
destroyed. 
Is it very natural for met\ to ON«V*fc^ *st *»&. ■ 

aside those parts of tYre -wot& oI^<Ani\w^ 

x are opposed to tlieix v^ cV fi^ % ** wi*»* 
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What class of men were noted for this in our 
Savior's timet 

Was it probably owing to this cause that, in 
the times of popish darkness, the light of the 
Scriptures was almost totally extinguished? 

Bow was Joaiah affected by the contents of the 
book, and to whom had he recourse for 
counsel and instruction I 

Will a similar effect usually be produced when 
men come to find the word of God denoun- 
cing wrath upon them for their sins? 

What answer did Joaiah receive from die pro- 
phetess! v. 15—20. 

Has the spirit of prophecy in any age been 
confined exclusively to one ses I Ex, 15.20, 
Jud.4. 4. Joel 3. 2k 



What method did Josiah adopt to bring the 
people acquainted with the contents of the 
sacred Volume? 

What did he do to engage both himself and his j 
subjects in a thorough reformation, and what 
was the first step? v. 3, 4. 

What did he do with the idolatrous priests, the 
groves, and the houses of the Sodomites? 

For what had the valley of Topheth been dis- 
tinguished, and from what did \t. tens*.**, 
name? N.B. TopheAaigwfea a Atwiv,^^ 
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they used to drown the cries of little chil- 
dren, whom they here made to pass between 
two rows of burning fires from which few 
escaped alive. 

What allusion is elsewhere made to this act? 
Jer. 7. 30—32. 

What abomination was stationed at the en- 
trance of the Temple which he had remo- 
ved? v. 11. 

Would it not seem incredible that such enor- 
mous wickedness could have been perpe- 
trated in the very precincts of God's house? 

What did he do with Jeroboam's altar and high 
place at Bethel, and what remarkable cir- 
cumstances are mentioned in connection 
with it? v. 15—18. 

To what other parts of the country did the 
king extend the reformation? 

To what did he next lead the attention of the 
people, and by what was this followed up? 
v. 21—24. 

What high commendation is bestowed upon 
Josiah, and what is nevertheless said respec- 
ting the effect of former transgressions ? N. 
B. It should appear surprising, as no doubt 
it docs, that such a promising reformation 
should be so soon followed by the destruc- 
tion of the nation, we can only conclude 
that the mass of the people were not really 
sincere and cordial uv \X\^ work — that they 
entered into it hypocT\\\caXV>j — «fi^^m 
in fact retain in gr^altne^svxt^^^Ka^Sw 

tion for their idols. 
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What was finally the end of pious Joeiuh, and 
what impression did it moke on the nation? 
3Chnm.35.35, 

What other circumstances are related of this 
affair in Chronicles f 

Did the manner of his death contradict the 
previous promise of God that he should come 
to his death in peace t N. B. He no doubt 
died in peace frith God and with his own 
conscience, and found the sting of death 
taken away; yet, as it does not appear that 
he had any distinct call of Providence to 
engage in this war, it is probable he was 
removed in this manner as a rebuke for bis 
ill-advised rashness. 

Who succeeded Josish, and what shortly after 
happened to himf 

What is said 1 of him and his brother by Eze 
Half Ezek. 19.1— 0. 

To what was the land subjected, and what 
arrangement did the Egyptian king make 
in the government? 

How did he obtain the means of paying the 
tribute, and what was the general character 
of his reign % 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Who came up against lehmalum, nA^to*-"* 
"Mia Chronicles resnecJCmfc fts* Jf^f*" 
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How long did he continue his allegiance to 

Nebuchadnezza r ? 
What nations were then sent to harrass the 

land, and for what cause? v. 2 4 , 
When were Daniel and his companions carried 

captive to Babylon? Dan. 1. 1. 
Is it implied that die Lord would not pardon the 

sins of Manasseh personally, or does this 

apply to those of the people at large who 

had connived at them? 
Who succeeded Jehoiakim, and by what means 

was he freed from the oppressions of the 

king of Egypt? 
How long did Jehoiachin reign in Jerusalem 

what was his character and to whom did he 

offer terms of submission? 
What spoil and what captives did Nebuchad- 
nezzar carry away to Babylon N. B. Eze- 

kiel, the prophet, and Mordecai were among 

the number. 
What was the purport of Jeremiah's letter to 

the captives? Jer.29. 1—23. 
Who was made king of Judah in the place of 

Jehoiachin, and what account is given of 

him? 



To what was Nebuchadnezzar provoked by the 
revolt of Zedekiah, and how long was the 
city besieged? 
Were the distresses of faovvafc afc&s&\fc ^fossa 
other troubles? E«k. 4. \*. SfcmAA. 
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What was Jeremiah's advice to Zedekiah in 
this emergency? Jer. 33. 17. 

What other special message did 'Jeremiah deli- 
ver to him on this occasion? Jer. 34. 1 — 7. 

What solemn covenant did Zedekiah and the 
people enter into while the danger was im- 
pending which they violated as soon as the 
enemy withdrew? Jer. 34. 8—11. N. B. It 
appears that Nebuchadnezzar's army raised 
the siege for a short time to go against the 
king of Egypt, and Zedekiah and his people 
repenting of their repentance, took advan- 
tage of this respite to bring back their libe- 
rated servants a second time under the yoke. 

Is this a striking representation of the common 
conduct of men under transient convictions? 

What denunciation was hereupon uttered 
against them? Jer. 34. 12—22. 

What message did Zedekiah send to the pro* 
phet notwithstanding he did not hearken to 
his words? Jer. 37.2.3. 

Is it usual for men in their distress to seek the 
prayers of those whose counsels and warn- 
ings they have before despised? 1 Sam. 
28. 11. 

What is to be thought of those who ask the 
prayers of pious ministers and others in time 
of sickness, and yet do not pray for them- 
selves? 

What unavailing attempt did Zedekiak UM&ks. 
to escape, and wYvat \*%a forc& ^tS^Nnxs^ 
when apprehended* «. 

What two prophecies, ap\>fcte*v^ crscW» x 
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ry, were both fulfilled in this event? Jer. 
34. 3. Ezek. 12. 13. 

What devastations did the Chaldean army, 
about a month after, commit upon the city, 
and what did they do with the remnant of the 
people? 

What other afflicting account do we find of the ' 
desolations of Jerusalem at this time, and of 
the causes of them? 2Chron. 36. 14—31. 

What were the principal articles of the sacred 
furniture taken to Babylon? 

What was done with Seraiah and several other 
distinguished men, who were probably ac- 
cessaries to Zedekiah's rebellion? 

Whom did Nebuchadnezzar set over the few - 
vinedressers and husbandmen that remain- 
ed in the land, and by what means was this 
officer cast out of his place and slain? 

Whither did the people then resort, and why? 

Was this directly contrary to the word of Jere- 
miah? Jer. 42.7— 22. 

What prediction of Moses was fulfilled in their 
persisting in this infatuated determination? 
Deut. 28. 63. 

What favor was shown by Evil-Merodach the 
son and successor of Nebuchadnezzar, to 
Jehoiachin? N. B. "The Jews say that 
this Evil-Merodach had been himself impri- 
soned by his own father when he returned 
from his madness, for somfcYcvv^m^&^&ment 

at that time, and Inat \\\ ^Tuaroa Ykfc cwotaafc- 

ted sl friendship with 3eYiow\\v\\,mc.w^ 

qucnce of which, as soon aa\v^\^^ vaVv 
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power, he showed him this kindness as a fel- 
low sufierer." — Henry. 

How long was it predicted that the captivity 
of Judah should continue? Jer. 25. 11. 

From which of the several captivities is this 

g;riod most properly to be dated 1 N. B. 
robably from that mentioned 2 Kings, 
24. 1 — 4, which was the fourth year of Jc- 
hoiakim. 
At what time did this period expire t 2 Chron. 
36. 22. 



EZRA. 

From whom does this book receive its title, 
and what do we learn in the history respec- 
ting the pedigree of the author? ch. 7. 1. — 
N. B. The name Ezra signifies a helper. 
He is the same person as Esdras in the Apoc- 
rypha, and the two books bearing that name 
have been palmed upon him as author, 
though undoubtedly spurious. 

Is he the reputed author of any of the genuine 
books of Scripture except that which hears 
his name? N. B. It is generally agreed 
that he wrote the two books of Chronicles, 
and also that he revised the whole sacred 
Canon and gave a perfect edition of it to the 
nation of Israel, of which we are reaping the 
benefit at (his day. 
How hag after the decree o£ C^tos Y*5ss«\* 
came up from Babv\otila'JeT>JSaten\\'^-- ™ 
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What are the general contents of this book ? N. 
B. The proclamation of Cyrus and the re- 
turn of a company of the Jews with the 
intent to rebuild the Temple — the opposi- 
tion and delays they met with — their suc- 
cess notwithstanding — the arrival of Ezra 
himself and a large reinforcement under a 
new commission — his deep humiliation on 
account of the intermarriages of the holy 
people with the neighboring heathen — and 
his pious efforts to separate them from idol- 
aters. 

How long a period of time is embraced in this 
history?. N. B. About eighty years, from 
B. C. 536 to B.C. 456. 



CHAPTER I. 

What remarkable prophecy was made respect- 
ing Cyrus 120 years before he was born? 
Is. 44. 26—28. 

-Was it owing to the special providence of God 
that he obtained possession of the city and 
kingdom of Babylon ? Is. 45. 1, 2. 

How long before Christ did his reign com- 
mence? Ans. Five hundred and thirty-six 
vears. 

What prophecy was designed to be fulfilled by 
the stirring up of Cyrus* s^vxvV toSa&afe bis 
proclamation? Jer. 2S. \0. 
NTiat distinguished chaxactex TOfcWwWtoR 
court of Cyrus, whose «et\aOT»^ro*\wfc 
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bty instrumental in procuring this procla- 
mation? Dan. 1. 21. 

What arguments may we suppose he used 
with Cynia for this purpose? N, B. Jose- 
phus says 'hat Daniel showed him Isaiah's 
prophecy in which he was predicted by 
name to execute this very work, and the 
statement is by no means improbable, as 
the phraseology of the decree, in the origin- 
al, corresponds remarkably with that ofthe 
prophecy. 

How does the proclamation run? 

What was the effect of it? v.5. 6. 

Why did not the whole nation in a body at 
once avail themselves of this permission to 
return} 

To what was it owing that any of them impro- 
ved the opportunity f v. 4. 

Does the same thing hold good as to the sin* 
ner's acceptance ofthe gospel offer? 

What further did Cyrus do to promote this en- 
terprise? 

Of what prophecy was this the fulfilment ? Jer. 
29. 19—22. 

To whom were these vessels consigned, and 
what did they principally consist off N. B. 
Sheshbazzar, a name signify ingjoy in afflic- 
tion, is unquestionably the same person with 
Zerubbabel, i. e. stranger in Babylon, who 
was the grandson of Jehoiachin, and conse- 
quent// heir of the royaX Vwi* A TSiaw*.. 
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prophecy Zecfaariah ch. 4. 7. he is to be con- 
sidered as an eminent type of Christ. 
What typical meaning may be attached to the 
restoration of the sacred vessels? N. B. 
"Though God's ordinances, like the vessels 
of the sanctuary, may be corrupted 4nd pro- 
faned by the New Testament Babylon, they 
shall in due time be restored to their primi- 
tive use and intention, for not one jot or ti- 
tle of divine institution shall fall to the 
ground,"*— Henry. 



OSAPTERXX. 

1Vame some of the principal persons or fathers 
who went up with Zerubbabel. N. B. "The 
children of the province" doubtless means 
those who arc afterwards called "the people 
of Israel," as Judea, from being an inde- 
pendent and illustrious kingdom had now 
by its sins become reduced to a poor tribu- 
tary province. 

What was the office of Jeshuaor Joshua? Hag. 
1. 1. Zech. 3. 1. N. B. This is not the . 
same person with him mentioned ch. 3. 9. 

What was the sum total of the congregation 
that returned, exclusive of the servants? v. 
6k 

JSow many were the cYvMretv^ Adatukam, v. 
' 13, and what \>as$ag£ ot l8ft& 'tan^ft&Bm. *^ ' 
supposed to allude U> Ynai»iste^vA\»a!Bi««t\ 



2*9 

high cr self-exalting lord, and when this fs 
compared with the character given by the 
Apostle, 2 Thess. 2. 4. of the Antichristian 
Beast, the coincidence, if not designed, will 
appear truly surprising. It should be born 
in mind that name in the passage in Rev. as 
well as in almost every part of the scriptures 
implies nature or character, as well as the 
appellation by which one is known. 

t>oes the enumeration given in this catalogue 
agree with that of Nehemiah? Neh. 7. 66, 
67. N« B. There are some variations in 
the details which are not easily reconciled, 
though not sufficient to impeach the gener- 
al credibility of either history. 

What singular coincidence is to be noted in 
verses 7 and 31 ? 

How many were there of the children of Beth- 
lehem, where the Savior was to be born $ and 
what prophecy corresponds with this? Mic. 
5. 2. 

How many priests went to Jerusalem on this 
occasion ? v. 36—39. 

Were there any that could not prove them- 
selves to be of the seed of Israel f v. 50, 60. 

By what means had some of the line of Aaron 
lost the evidence of their descent, and what 
was accordingly done with them? v. 61, 62? 

Who was the Tirshatha, and what did he say 
to them? N. B. This was a title <&*&8tfe 
equivalent to governor, axv& \%\«to *^*^ 
to Zcrubbabei as it w^a a£\srw*ste> xs^w** 
miah. NeJ>. 7, 65. 
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What did they do after arriving at Jerusalem? 

What was the amount of their contributions ? 

Is it to be inferred from their ability in this res- 
pect that they were not reduced to abject 
slavery during the captivity, but had liberty 
to trade and acquire property. 

Would it seem that the Jews from time imme- 
morial have been a money-making people? 

Did they all settle in Jerusalem? 



How long after their arrival before they all 
met together, and what work did the lead- 
ing men cause to be immediately undei ta- 
ken? 

Should we in all our concerns, however ur- 
gent, take time to begin with God? 

What cause more especially prompted them in 
this manner to secure the divine favor and 
protection? v. 4. 

Should the apprehension of danger always stir 
us up to our duty ? 

Of what other solemnities did they then com- 
mence the regular observance? 

From what neighboring people did they re- 
ceive assistance, and on what conditions? 
How loi.g after their axtvJsX va. Jerusalem be- 

fbre they laid the feutA^v»aa <& ^\*«S* 

house, and with -wYial c«teiawK» ^%a ^ssa. 
done t 
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What prophecy was accomplished in this? Jer. 

33. 10, 11. 
What different emotions were excited among 

the people on this occasion? 
Did the sorrow of some-seem to indicate that 

they undervalued their present mercies? Hag. 

2.3. 
What remarkable promise was now given for 

their encouragement, and how was it fulfilled? 

Hag. 2. 9. 



CHAPTER IV. 

What people proffered their services as partners 
to Benjamin and Judah in rebuilding the Tem- 
ple, and what answer was given them ? v. 1 — 3. 

Is there any reason to think their intentions 
were either pious or friendly ? 

Does this strikingly represent the pretensions of 
false teachers, and the manner in which they 
should be treated by the true followers of 
Christ? . 

Ought we to have christian fellowship with those 
who deny the fundamental doctrines of reli- 
gion, or who deny that there are any funda- 
mental, however specious or flattering their 
professions ? 

What effect had this prompt refusal on these 
adversaries? v.4 — 6. 

Who seem to have instigated, and who to have 
written this letter? v. 7 — 10. 

What was the purport of it ? 

Is this letter pervaded by a malice and subtlety " 
that savors of the wicked ow^" ^^ ^r.^x»k* 
o/" toe brethren?" 

What is the old slander \rcov^&\. ^°^^ 
the one which persecutor Vase ^Nw**^ 00 ^ 
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What answer did the king return to their letter? 

v. 17—22. 
How did the enemy improve their advantage, and 

what effect had it on the progress of the work? 
Is it not probable that the zeal of the builders 

themselves had somewhat flagged? Hag. 1. 

W9. 



What distinguished prophets now arose to excite 
and encourage the people to resume the work 
which they had suspended 1 
. Is it important that their prophecies should be 
read in connection with this history 1 
What change of governors was made by the new 
king Darius, and what reason have we to think 
better of them than of their predecessors % v. 
3 — 5. N. B. As Ezra, the historian, was not 
at this time at Jerusalem and therefore could 
not properly be included in the we (v. 4.) it is 
supposed that these are the words of the gov 
ernors of Samaria which are afterwards given 
(v. 9, 10.) and that the writer designing at first 
to abridge the letter, or give an extract from 
it, determined on a second thought to insert 
the whole, which he has done, and therefore 
breaks off abruptly in the 4th verse. 
Recite the substance of the epistle which these 

men transmitted to Dariu3 v. 6 — 17. 
How does it compare with the one contained in 
the foregoing chapter in point of truth and 
fairness 1 
la it one great reason "w\^ Ootf* ^ea\\e are 

persecuted, that tbe^ w* mSaw^TO** 1 ^*^ 
What evidence doea the\elVwaS»T^«B»X.«bwB^ 
fcazzar and ZerubbibeV axe ttx* «sa» vru»? 



CHAPTER Vt 



Would it not have saved those pious Jews a great 
deal of trouble if they bad bad the precaution 
to take h cop; of the decree when it was first 

Is it roost prudent that in our dealings with man- 
kind we should make efery thing secure by 
writ ton instruments '! 

What command was herewith given to the gov- 
ernor, and what additional decree did the king 

Did be give evidence of having some knowledge 
of tbe true God, and of tbe value of his favor ! 

What penalties aod imprecations were attached 
to the decree I 

Is this decree an exemplification of the way in 
which " tbe earth helps tbe woman 1 " Rev. 
12. 16. 

What was the effect of Darius' decree both upon 
the governor's party, and upon the Jews* v. 
13, 14. 

Ought the gospel -prophets, or expounders of the 
scriptures, and other christians, to have each 
their appropriate sphere, in the great work of 
evangelizing- the world '■' N. B. It may he 
seriously questioned whether at the present 
day there is altogether a wise distribution of 
Christian effort in the churches — whether pas- 
tors and teachers are not so generally enlisted 
in the secular departments of action, as to be 
unduly withdrawn from the itioviV ifcsis * 
tbe word, io its inexhaastiSVfttuShftV*^^* 1 '?' 
the application of it* tinftve, \.o **« ^■ w *jT 
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ought to be conducted very much on 
that we are now considering. 
At what time wat the house finished 1 
Chronologistshaic made it veryappa 
this decree of Darius was published : 
just seventy years after the destmctii 

[Temple by the Chaldeans. 
Have we any intimation that the Jev 
this period kept annual fasts on accon 
ruin of the city and temple f Zech. ' 
With what emotion was the bouse d< 
who officiated, and what solemniti 
observed on the occasion ) r. 16 — 18. 
At what time did they celebrate the pass 
with what careful preparations before 
I jr.. Does the benefit of divine ordinance! 

greatly npon the frame of mind in v 
approach them'? 
Were there any proselytes from the sur 
nations who united with them in this 

v. 21- 
How long did they keep the feast of un 

Td what source did they attribute all tl 



OBL&PTEB VZX. 

Tn whose reign did Ezra with a com 
company come up to Jerusalem 1 N 
was seventy-nine years after the d 
Cyras, and fifty-nine after the finishil 
Temple aa reVa.ted in We ^letcdia^ 
The Artaxerxea nete, qmWimAsA 
clearly proved t^ tesra«4 Vntonas 
same with Abaauerua yr\»w™«v*S 
From whom w»s Em* o.e*cet4t4 - 
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What other account have we of this Seraiah 
2 Kings 25. 18—21. N. B. As his deat 
occurred upwards of one hundred and thirt 
years before this, it is probable that Ezra wat 
his grandson instead of his ton, and conse- 
quently the brother of Joshua the High Priest, 
1 Chron.5. 14, 14. Grand sons are frequently 
called sons in the Scriptures. 

What was Ezra's character ? v. 6. 10. 

In what sense is the word " scribe " to be under- 
stood both here and elsewhere? N. B. Not 
so much a copyer or transcriber of the law, as 
a skilful expounder of it; for we find those 
who are at one time called "scribes "in the 
New Testament, elsewhere called " lawyers," 
i. e. teachers of the law. Even gospel-min- 
isters are termed •• scribes well instructed 
unto the kingdom of heaven." In addition to 
"being conversant with all points of the law, 
Ezra has the honor of having settled the canon 
of scripture extant in his day and delivered 
it down in its present perfect condition to the 
church in after ages, and by his invaluable 
labors in this respect his reputation among 
the Jews is next to that of Moses, and no lover 
of the Bible can fail greatly to reverence his 
memory to the end of time. 

How long was he employed in his journey? 

From whom did he receive a commission, and 
what was the purport of it? v. 13 — 26. 

r s this a most aoble document to have emanated 

from a heathen king ? 
Vho is supposed to have been instrumental in. 
procuring it? N. B. It V& tor^«kXk&«&. ^Sm*- 
tbis, as well as Ne\iem\*V% %vtow*«»s*- **^ 
nission, were obtained V| ^ *% t * s ?J^ 
ter, the great patroness ot Vet ^^ va * 

Y 
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* 

How docs Ezra give utterance to the pious sel 
timeots of bis heart on this occasion.? 

jLre occasional devout ejaculations both in coi 
venation and our writings very proper whe 
sincere and unaffected * 



Of what rank and standing were those whowei 

persuaded to accompany Ezra? 
Where did he gather the company together, an 

what deficiency did he find in it ? 
What measures did he take to obtain a suppl] 

and with what success 1 v. 26 — 20. 
What step did they take at the river Ahava 1 

secure the divine guidance ? 
it Is this a good precedent for the pious in the con 

mencement of arduous or important journies 

Phil. 4. 6. 
Why had he not obtained a military guard froi 

the king 1 
Is any argument to be drawn from, this circun 

stance against the prudent use of means i 

ordinary cases? 
Were they blessed in the performance of thi 

duty] 
What office was entrusted to a select number c 

Priests, and what special charge accomps 

nied it? 
What is said of the remainder of the journei 

and of their doings after they arrived at Jen 

salem ? 



What melancholy informa\.\oxi -waa %n«fe \»^a 
by the princes, and how ^3&Vfc^te<jX*&A>i 
f. 1—3. 
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Whose sin was peculiarly aggravated in this 
affair'? Lev. 21.7— 15. Mai. 2. 7, 8. 

Who gathered themselves to Ezra, and by what 
tokens did he express his unspeakable grief? 

Is this a specimen of the' manner in which the 
godly ought ever to be affected in view of 
great public transgressions ? 

What did he do at the time of the evening sacri- 
fice? 

What are the principal sins acknowledged in 
this prayer, and what considetations are cited 
as heightening the guilt of them ? 

Does it appear from this prayer that we are not 
to confine our confessions to our own trans- 
gressions, but to extend them to those of our 
fathers and our brethren ? 

Are those to be found fault with who go back in 
their humiliation as far as to the first sin of 
Adam himself? 



CHAPTER X. 

What was the effect of Ezra's deep affliction for 
the sins of his people, and what acknowledg- ( 
ments were made to him ? 

Is there any evidence that Shecaniah was him- 
self implicated in this public guilt ? N. B. He 
is not mentioned among the delinquents. 

What did he then propose towards a reformation 
and how did Ezra receive his counsel? v. 3 — 5. 

Whither did Ezra go from this place of meeting, 
and how does it appear that his depression 
still continued ? 

How did they prosecute ^* \w*gsfc> ^«S*. ^ 
reformation ? v; 7 , fc. c wVv -— «« 

Vbat is said of the c\TCum%V**c*fc <* S3» ^ 

eral meeting in the nuittx xsvoxtfk - ^ 



• 1 
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What addvees did Eara taaketo ttan» and. hew 
did they aafWe r him* v, 10i~43. 

Of whom did they propose the* tbia bench of 
Judges should consist, and wMlW* to pre- 
side dfwr it V? . 14> 15* 

Was the ntaifcets of the people to eater ill* 
the reformation very rojmerfraMol . Jf . B. « Jt 
if likely theee priaoaa who ipjasmd Ban of 

1 this enormous practice had endeavored, to 
reform them, hot could sot* haaauan they 
* were opposed hy ee great nan at te^m ea lv oj. 
But ire must not cast away aft haa» tfcongh 
we cannot pras o a tly ream* mes't lijres : the 
time may come whip k my be doaev*' Vat- 
.wcn> .-..,. 

Who were first to coatee and forsake their sit, 
and to atone for it t 

Had any of the one hundred and thirteen here 
mentioned bad children by these heathen wives* 
and what was done with theml v. 4. N. B* 
As there is no express mention of the chil- 
dren being put away with their mothers, and 
as the divine injunctions, when justice does 
not forbid, generally lean to the side 6f mercy, 
we may charitably hope they were retained 
among the children of God. Perhaps the 
Apostle alludes to this 1 Cor. 7. 14. 

Did this inveterate evil again creep in among 
the people not many years after f Neh. 13. 
23. Mai. 2. 11. 

How long after this did Ezra still continue at 

Jerusalem ? N. B. Twelve yean ; which be 

probably occupied in instructing the people, 

promoting religion, and &eVt\\i^^*<&^wa&* 

tical state of his toetorai. 
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NEHEMIAH. 

From whom is this book entitled, and what evi- 
dence is there as to its authorship 1 ch. 1. 1. 
N. 8. His name signifies, comfort of the Lord. 

At what time does it resume the history of the 
returned Jews, and how far does it carry it 
down? N. B. The date of its commence- 
ment, according to Prideaux, is about one 
year after the close of Ezra's history, and it 
extends onward through a period of 36 years, 
terminating precisely at the same point with 
the expiration of the first seven of Daniel's 
seventy weeks— during which " the street was 
to be built again, and the wall even in trou- 
bulous times." Dan. 9. 25. 

What are its general contents? N. B. The 
building and finishing of the wall in spite of 
the opposition they met with-— the reading of 
the laws in a public assembly — the people's 
renewal of their ancient engagements — the 
resettling of the city — and the reformation of 
abuses. 



CHAPTER I. 

In whose reign and court did Nehemiah live, 
and what was his office? ch. 2. 1. This Arta- 
xerxes was the same person who gave to Ezra 
the excellent commission recited in that book 
ch. 7. 

What melancholy information did he receive 
from his brother and how wa& ta %ffife&Vt&. V^ 
ir? v. 2— -4. 

What confessions and pet\V\ox» *t* «£s«»»* 
in this prayer 1 v. 5—11. w _ Ny ^ 

What ancient promise did Yve v^^ ^ 
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What is ever the first duty of those who are pro 

jecting designs of public utility ? 
Are those whom God has raised to high and com* 

fortable stations in the world still bound tc 

" remember the afflictions of Joseph ? " 1 Cor 

12. 26. 



Relate the circumstances of his interview wit! 
•the king 1 v. 1—6. 
Who is supposed to have been the queen thai 

sat at this time by the king's side? 
What letters did he ask of the king, and were 

they granted 1 
To whom did he deliver his letters on his arrival 

and who were exceedingly disaffected at hi! 

coming ? 
What method did he take to acquaint himsel 

with the real condition of the city and how 

did he find it? v. 11— >16. . 
How did he then exhoit and encourage hi; 
• brethren to proceed with the work, and witl 

what success ? 
How did their enemies represent their efforts 

and what reply was made to them? 
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What contemptuous reflections were cast upoi 

the builders by their enemies? 
What was Nehemiah's hurablo and devout ad 

dress to God on this occasion ? 

Was this prayer dictated Vj *%^\tvt : ,pf persona 

resentment, or was it pTopYieWraX, *xv& teste 

rsitorj of the divine ju^owte ^CvasX tsv 

who g-ave evidence of \*eVo% yoAfoaaBM > 

dened ? 
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Are many or most of the imprecations of IJa- 

vid's Psalms to be interpreted on the samq 

principle 1 
What does the Psalmist say of the effect of a 

good man '(blessing and cursing! Ps. 37. S3. 
Had these malicious reproaches any effect noun 

those employed in the work! v. 6. 
Did the rage of these men increase with the 

progress of the work, and to what did it finally 

excite then) 1 
Was (bis a real and criminal conspiracy against 

the government and authority of the king 1 
Hare the true followers of Christ more trouble 

to apprehend from those who have a nominal 

carnal religion than from any other source 1 
What precautions were taken to withstand them! 
What was Judalt'a desponding complaint, and 

what the enemy's ub tie Design « 
How did NelicmiaL receive information of their 

plana, and what did he do to frustrate them ! 
What prudent arrangements did be make that 

his men might be always in a posture of de- 
fence!" v. 16—21. 
What did he require of those that lived withont 

the city, and what proof is given of the vigi- , 

lance of the whole people ! 



CHAPTER V. 

What general complaint now arose from within 
to interrupt the harmony of their proceedings! j 
,. 1-5. | 

What law of Hoses was violated in this instance! 

Ex. 22. 25. 
How was Nehemiafa bSbcVco. ^J^S^JfS 
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How did it appear that his remonstrance had the 1 
desired effect, and what farther did he do on 
the occasion 1 v. 12, 13. 

Ought professors to be extremely cautious of 
bringing a reproach upon religion by means of 
any thing connected with their pecuniary 
transactions 7 

What does Nehemiah say as to his own econom- 
ical habits, and how does he contrast his con- 
duct with that of bis predecessors 1 

Was this done in a boasting spirit? 2 Cor. 11. 
7— 9. 



What stratagem did Sanballat and his party 
devise to bring Nehemiah into a snare, and 
how was it baffled t v. 1—3. r 

How many times did they repeat the attempt, 
and to what did they then resort? 

Did Sanballat send this notice of a pretended 
current report under a shew of friendship 1 

What was Nehemiah 's answer to this 1 v. 8, 9. 

What was their next cunning, but unavailing 
plot, as related by Nehemiah? v. 10 — 14. 

What was Shemaiah's design in shutting himself 
up? N. B. Either to pretend that he was 
seeking retirement for prayer and meditation 
under the apprehensions of danger, or in this 
way to give Nehemiah a sign of what he also* 
ought to do if he would consult his safety. 
Are the people of God in special danger from 
temptations when the^ com* w&tat color of 

religion and devotion 1 . 
What was the main coTOV&exaWoti «o»X. \«^ Vw» 

to decline seeking safety ** vViX ttMM!l 
r. 11. 
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Does it become us, when solicited to sin, to 

remember what characters we sustain, and 

what professions we have made 1 
Ought we to be willing to lose our lives rather 

than desert the known path of duty, or do a 

dishonorable thing 1 
How long before the wall was finished, and what 

was the effect of it upon their adversaries ? 
What treacherous correspondence was carried 

on by some of the nobles of Judah, to the 

great mortification of Nehemiah? v. 17 — 19. 
Are there apt to be some in the church, in all 

ages, who are secretly in league with the 

enemy? 



Having furnished the city with walls and gates, 
what was Nehemiah's next step? v. 1 — 3. 

What circumstance rendered a strict watch 
more necessary 1 v. 4. 

What other useful measure was suggested to 
Nehemiah 1 N. B. The design of this search- 
ing into the genealogy of the families was to 
ascertain who had formerly had their settle- 
ment in Jerusalem, that he might bring them 
back, or at least a tenth part of the people, to' -i 
re-inhabit the city. 1 

What donations were made to the sacred trea- 1 
sury? 



A t what time aud place oa& ttife v*°^* »«^ 
themselves toe ether, «n& n*\*&*. ^^%2>- 
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Who took the lead in improving the occasion for 
the instruction of the people ? N» B. " Some 
conjecture that Ezra had been at Babylon 
during the preceding events in which bis name 
is not mentioned ; and that he had lately 
returned ; but perhaps he had been privately 
occupied in his own line for the good of the > 
people, and was well satisfied to leave public 
affairs entirely to Nehemiah." Scott,. 

Were the children also present, and what may 
we infer from this as to the duty of parents? 

How long was the reading continued, and is 
this to be considered as a rule for us at pre- 
sent? ' ' 

What arrangements were made for the conven- 
ience of Ezra and his associates on this occa- 
sion '? 

Was the bringing forth of tlie sacred volume 
attended with peculiar solemnity 1 

What other passage has a degree of similarity to 
this 7 Rev. 5. 9. 

What services were performed preparatory to 
the reading, and how did they make provision • 
that all the immense congregation might be 
able to hear 1 

What did they do besides merely reading the 
law ) N. B. This " giving the sense " is sup- 
posed to be rather expounding, than transla- 
ting, the selected portions of the law. 

Ought the exposition of the Scriptures ever to be 
esteemed an important part of public worship? 

How were the people affected on hearing the 
words of the law, and what charges did Nehe- 
m iah and Ezra givfe tYiexn 11 . ^ . ^ . \ci cxKtlrast 
with this " sending \>ot\S.oti*" Vj w»^ ^ 

what they bad tio^w \eaxt\ed V\W\ V s ! Vtwsi^ 

word of God, we fad ttwu^ta V*«" • ^\^ 

slew the «< two wilne^e*," i. ** ww**"** 
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light of the Scriptures, the two witnessing 
Testaments, together with that line of faithful 
pastors and teachers,, whose testimony corres- 
ponded with them, rejoicing over their dead 
bodies, making merry, snd sending gifts one to 
another. So different is the Spirit of Christ, 
from that of Antichrist ! The one glorying in 
the light of divine truth, the other rejoicing in 
its extinction ! 

What occurred on the second day, and to what 
did it lead ? v. 13—18. 

Do we learn from prophecy that this is typical 
of something which will occur in the period 
of the latter-day glory? Zech, 14. 16 — 19. 

Is the long previous disuse of <any divine ordi- 
nance a sufficient reason for neglecting to 
restore the observance of it ! 



What other religious assembly was held by the 
people, and how long after the first? 

What previous preparation had they made, for the 
profitable observance of the fast ? 

Will our fasting and prayers be unavailing with- 
out the relinquishment of known sins 1 

What were the services of the occasion ? 

Does the prayer uttered on this occasion contain 
a compend of the history of the nation of Is- 
rael? 

Is it proper for us in prayer to set the mercies of 
God as forcibly in contrast m>k wx w^ 
uDworthinesa as possible 1 

What resolution did they come to Ss* w»»^ 
tion of the divine goodness «d& o* XSas^' ° 



sins ? 
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0HAPTBRX. 

Did the whole congregation put their seals to 
this covenant, or only the chief men and 
rulers in the name of the rest? 

What is said of the remainder of the common 
people, and of the proselytes % ▼, 28. 

What were the prominent articles in this cove- 
nant? v. 30, 31. 

What did they engage to do for keeping up the 
temple-service? v. 32, 33. 

How did they determine to provide wood for the 
altar? 

What other requisitions of the law did they now 
resolve, by solemn covenant, to comply with? 

Were they required literally to bring or devote 
their first-born children, cattle, &c. or merely 
the redemption-price prescribed in the law ? 
Ex. 13. 12, 15. 

Are the people complained of by one of the pro- 
phets for having neglected to pay their tithes, 
and what is their sin called ? Mai. 3. 8, 9. 



What measures did they take for repeopling 

Jerusalem ? 
Which of the tribes furnished the largest quota 

of new inhabitants, and why? v. 4— -8. 
Who were sought for at the dedication of the 
wail, and how were they previously prepared 
for the serviced v . %&— 3Q. N. B. This dedi- 
cation included & «o\emu tfroatfsTO&&fe> *C the 
city to the honor of <*<&,»& to^t?*"*** 

protection. v ~. * *• ^ * 

What were the ceTemouVe* «A ^* **»*«* 

v 91 A*> 
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What new measures did they take for the main- 
teiiance of their ministers ? 

What is meant by the porters "keeping the 
ward of purification! N. B. Ward here 
signifies charge; and the word* imply that 
they were vigilant in keeping the precincts of 
the Temple pare, by not permitting any thing 
ceremonially unclean to enter. 



Whetdid they find on a new occasion of reading 
the law, and what was the consequence? v. 
1—3. 

Where is this precept recorded and what was the 
reason of it? Dent. 23. 3 — 5. N. B. As this 
whole history of the return of the Jewa from 
' captivity, of their rebuilding the Temple, and 
restoring their ancieot ritual, is doubtless 
typical of the glorious reformation that is to 
take place in the last ages of the world, this 
circumstance of separating the mixed multi- 
tude clearly points to the strictness which will 
then be exercised in maintaining a puie com- 
muoion, and excluding all such from church 
fellowship as do not give evidence; of belong- 
ing to the spiritual Israel. See Ezek. 44. 
4—14. 

What gross abomination had one of the chief 
men been guilty of, and how was the evil cor- 
rected? r. 4— 8. 

Where was Nehemiah at the time this impiety 

took place ? 
What other abuse had crept \<i WJwWfc'So* ^ ta " 

pie, and how did he urotiwA V&. effiacX vW & ** 
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What prophet flourished about this time, who 
repeatedly refers to these abuses ? Mai. 1. 
9—14. and 3. 7—12. 

Is the withholding maintenance from teachers of 
religion one of the surest methods of under- 
mining its interests ? 

What instances of the profanation of the Sabbath 
did Nehemiah witness, and with whom and in 
what language did he expostulate! v. 15 — 18. 

What did he do to prevent this enormity, and 
how did he supplicate the divine favor? v. 
15—18. 

Did he deem his good works as deserving a re- 
ward? 

Is not the due observance of the holy Sabbath 
one of the last steps of reformation which will 
probably be effected in the Christian world ? 

What is the last instance recorded of the exer- 
cise of authority by Nehemiah, and upon 
whom especially was this act of discipline 
administered ? N. B. Thesmiting and pluck- 
ing off the hair here mentioned was not 
probably done by Nehemiah personally, but 
merely by his orders. 



ESTHER. 

From whom does this book take its name, and 
why? 

Who is supposed to have been the writer of it? 
ch. 9. 20. 

By what remarkable peculiarity is it distin- 
guished ? N . "B . It foe* not once contain the 
name of God in. wj ot\n&£\&\Mi^\^\\^ 
This omission w*» v™^*^ ^waspa^^afc^ 
wonderful natute «DAte»A\*ot^*fc^»**w 

ded were left to s^ te ^ teta ^ 
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proclaim the doctrine of a special Providence 
in the most effectual manner. 

How long a period of time is the history suppo- 
sed to cover 1 N. B. Not far from fifteen 
years. 

How long before Christ does the history take its 
date? N. B. About B. C. 460. 

What are its general contents? N. B, The 
circumstances to which it was owing that 
Esther became queen — the deadly hatred of 
Hainan against Mordecai, and his plot against 
the whole nation of the Jews — the utter defeat 
of this plot by the Providence of God — and 
the means taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of it. 



CHAPTER X. 

In whose reign did the events here recorded 
take place, and what is said of the extent of 
his kingdom? N. B. This Ahasnerus is made 
out by the best historians to be identical with 
the Artaxerxes mentioned in the two former 
books, and Ezra gives an intimation of the 
vastness of his dominion by calling him "king 
of kings." 

What was the metropolis of the Persian empire 
at this time ? j 

What great festivity took place in the third year j 
of bis reign, how long did it last, and what was 
the motive of it ? v. 3, 4. 

Is it to be supposed that he feasted \kfe*ass\^\«*- 
Bons every day, or numexoxx* Tgwftafc^ ^u***" 

dees in rotation! . *-tA*3 

For whom was the second ikoxtex te* uv 

F. 5. 
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DidheintiiiifooatiMprijicipUwliickoiirLord 

commands? Luke 14. 11—14. 
What it said of the splendor of the decorations T 

t. 6. . 
How was the wise served op aad what area the 
. rule of their drinking 1 
What it to be thought of the practice of urging, 

and, at it were, Jbreiag . men to drink, and to 

pleo^ one another mmH oiipt 1 Hab.*L 16. 
May this regulation of a ; heathen prince 

some who art called ChrWiftatl ■ 
What other anangesnento about the : 

to p re s e rve sobriety and decorum? -•■-'■, 
How did this difiev from Belshaaa^ faeet? 

Dan. 5.2* 't '.■ > * ' 

What occurrence, that ended unhappily, took 

place on the seventh day T y. 10— If. 
Is it to be wondered at that a modest woman 

should be exceedingly arena to obeying such 

a command ? 
Would it not however have been better oa*the 

whole that she had complied? Eph. 5. St. 24. 
How was the king affected by her refusal, and 

what was bis first step in the way of punishing 

the offence ? 
What was the counsel which Memucan gave bis 

prince, and the reason of it? v. 15— tO. 
How did the king approve this advice, and what 

did he do to carry it into execution ? 
What was the design of recording this story in 

this place? N. B.. "To show how way was 

made for Esther to the crown in Order to^ber 

being instrumental to defeat Hainan's plot, 

ami this long befota . Vha ^$x& nm, YiiA* that 
we may observe and atatafe^aVats&^&v&t 
riches of ProyifVen&e " \!Usre*% 
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CHAPTER ZZ. 

Did the king's affection for Vashti appear to 
revive after his anger was cooled, and what 
prevented him from restoring her ? N. B. The 
laws of the Medes and Persians were un- 
changeable. 

What course was proposed in order to provide 
the king with another wife, and how did he 
approve of it? v 2. 4. 

What distinguished Jew was at this time resident 
in the court of Persia, and what is said of him ? 
v. 5, 6. 

What near relation had fallen under his protec- 
tion, and what is said of her ? 

How was she brought into notice, and what 
charge did her uncle give her? N. B. It is 
not to be supposed that Mordecai voluntarily 
proposed his niece as a candidate for the king's 
favor, as this was contrary to the laws of Mo- 
ses, (Deut. 7. 3.) but that she was taken by 
virtue of the royal edict without either Mor- 
decai's consent or her own being asked. 

'How did Mordecai still evince his parental soli- 
citude for her, and did she continue to shew 
the same respect to him as ever? v. 20. 

How did she stand in the affections of the king 
and how did he honor her? 

How did be celebrate her coronation*? 

From what expression do we infer that Mordecai 
was preferred to some office about the Qa.la.cet 

What circumstance occurred *t3a»X. ^gw^^^'V 
cai sld opportunity of wfva^ ^^ >sax«g% > «»^ 
and how was the memory fcl *k» *v^cx ^*^ 
ved? 
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Whom did the king afterwards advance to a high 
station, and what is said of the general defer- 
ence paid to him? N. B. As Hainan was an 
Amale kite, a nation whom the Israelites were 
commanded to extirpate, it U not unlikely 
that Mordecai's refusal to do obeisance to him 
was owing partly" to this circumstance; and 
partly to the fact that the reverence required 
came too near to worship and adoration to be 
paid to a mortal. 

What was said to him by his friends, and what - 
was done when these remonstrances had no 
effect? 

Are there usually those about the persons of the 
great who will readily stoop to any compliance 
in order to stand well in their favor I 

Will it do for a Christian to adopt such a time- 
serving policy ? 

How did Mordecai's inflexible resolution operate 
upon Haman, and what revenge did he med- 
itate ? 

Does the ancient enmity of the Amalekites 
against Israel appear to have revived in his 
breast ? 

What is said of the lots being cast before Ha- 
inan, and what was the design of this? N. B. 
It seems he had formed the design of cutting 
off the nation of the Jews, and he cast lots, or 
had his soothsayers to do it, in order to find out 
the most favorable day for the execution of 
the project. As Providence would have it, 

the propitious day was oTve^ivO^^wiS^xiat 

arrive till after the cx^w\x^ o\ ^ n*\^ 
year : this long interval fc**e ^Tx^^S^ 
cai to acquaint Batter *i<h<***V*.«* * 
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her to intercede with the king ! So true is it 

" that the lot is cast into the lap ; but the 

whole disposing thereof is of the Lord." 
How did he broach the matter to the king, and 

with what success? v. 8 — 11. 
What measures were then taken to have the 

decree published, and what was the purport 

of it? 
How did the king and bis favorite entertain 

themselves at this crisis, and how was the city 

affected ? 



How were Mordecai, and the Jews in the prov- 
inces affected by this event? v. 1 — 3. 

Did Mordecai, by this his public grief, openly 
espouse the cause of bis brethren ? 

Have good men in all ages, especially in times 
of trouble, made much use of fasting? 

What did Esther do before knowing precisely 
the cause of Mordecai's grief, what messenger 
did she send to him, and what did she learn 
from him ? v. 4 — 9. 

What word did she send back to Mordecai, and 
what was his reply ? v. 10 — 14. 

Did his words indicate a strong faith that Provi- 
dence would interpose in some way for their 
deliverance ? 

Does it become us to ascertain as far as possible 
for what special design God has placed us in 
particular stations, as he had Esther, and how 
we ma/ best serve him in VtainA 

What directions did the piou* wA w^^&«*sNs» 
woman then give to MoxdecfeW . 

U it easy to admire her oon&uGft. iraStafrtfws* 

thi* occasion ? 
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TV what class of persons does her reseliittev yJ ' 
furnish a modell 

It it highly important that convinced timers 
should have such view of a sin-avenging tied, 
as will lead thorn to coma before him and eeek 
bis favor, and cast themselves upon Ma snerey^ 
with a trembling uncertainty aa to the fame ? 



What did Esther do on the third day, and what 

was the result of this step? v. 1, 2. 
What conversation ensued, and what was the 

issue! 

What enquiry and what promise did the kins; 
renew to her at the banquet, and what was her 
request 1 

What other instance have we shewing that this 
kind of promise was a proverbial expression, 
intimating that almost nothing would be de- 
nied? Mark 6. 23. 

With what sentiments did Haman retire from 
the feast and return home, and what counsej 
did he take with his wife 1 v. 9—14. 

Did the circumstance shew how small a matter 
is sufficient to poison the happiness of a proud 
worldly man ? 



WAat occurred to the king the ensuing night, 

and what did it leaA W\ 
Was all this owing to tta wsteV. t,wrow\ *& <&& 
Most High, notw\tto»V*,no\*% >tofc \£wsf> -wXs^ 
with perfect freedom ^ 
IVhat early visitor waAUA *\*^ Vk%V*^>***^ 

«—l * n 



What conversation ensued, and what (Tag Ha- 
inan, to his unspeakable mortification, com- 
manded to do 1 

Art) a elf-flat terers usually self-deceivers'! 

Was the order performed accordingly, and with 
what effect upon the parties respectively 1 

What occurred at Hainan's house alter return- 
it! 



What occurred again at the banquet 1 

As the affair eventuated, was there a remarkable 
Providence in Esther's delaying ber petition 
till the second day J 

What did the mean by saying tbat the enemy 
could not countervail the king's damage 1 N . 
B. She intimated by Una luat the injury 
which the king's revenue would sustain by 
destroying the Jews would be to great, tbat 
Hainan's ten thousand talents would not be 
sufficient to compensate the loss ; so that the 
step would be not only cruel, but impolitic. 

What was the king's answer, and what ensued 1 

Was tbis tie first intimation that Hainan proba- 
bly bad of Esther's being a Jewess, and did it 
tend to confirm his fears 1 

What was the effect of this information upon 
Ahasiierus, and in what circumstances did be 
find Hainan upon his return''! 

What was done with him on the spot, and to 
wbat ignominious death was he doomed, t 

Wiaf words of the Pt%iiaUtM«S*'Wi*SS"6^*S**«* 
pl/fiedinhiafatel P».T.\b,\*- 
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What became of Hainan's house, and what dec- 
laration of holy writ is verified by the circum- 
stance? Job 27.16, 17. 

JJow was Mordecai honored on this occasion ? 

What farther plea did Esther make, how was 
she emboldened at the commencement, and 
what was the sequel ? 

Did she carefully abstain from saying any thing 
to reflect upon the king himself in regard to 
the bloody edict ? 

What was the king's reply to Esther and to Mor- 
decai, and what was the reason of his not 
doing the thing himself? Dan. 6. 15. 

Was not this feature in the Persian constitution 
highly absurd and preposterous ? 

How long after the framing of Hainan's decree 
before Mordecai's went forth? N. B. More 
than two months, so that the people had full 
time to surrey the'prospect of their sufferings, 
and piously to prepare for them. 

What was the purport of this commission or 
warrant? 

What provision was made to have it speedily and 
extensively published throughout the provin- 
ces? 

Did this necessary civil war shew the folly of 
'those nnrepealable laws ? 

in what style did Mordecai go forth from the 
presence of the king, and what was the effect 
of the happy tidings upon the Jews? 

What impressions did t\\fc e*fcTi\. of \.Vvv& deliver* 

- amee produce upon " \hfe \>eo\\e <A ^aXvcA^ 

aod what were they \eo\ Vo AoA 



What is uid to hare occurred when the eventful 
day arrived, and what circumstances helped 
forward their success 1 

How many were destroyed in Shuslia.ii, and what 
was the fate of Hainan's family 1 

Did they take any spoil, or is there any intima- 
tion that they injured any individual who was 
not found in arms against them ! 

What did the king Bay to Esther, and what fur- 
ther request did she make which was granted? 

Was this prompted by a vindictive spirit.' N. 
B. She had probably been informed that num- 
bers of Hainan's party yet survived, and med- 
itated another attack the next day. It was 
important therefore to the safety of her own 
people and of the state, that this faction 
should be crushed. 

Are God's people required, when clearly acting 
under his commission, to be thorough even in 
the work of judgment 1 

How many fell in Sluishan, on the second day, 
and how was the work carried on in the prov- 
inces! 
Is there any evidence that a single Jew perished 
throughout the whole empire in consequence 
of Hainan's decree ! 
When did they rest from this work of carnage, 
and how did tLuy celebrate llicir deliverance '! 
What iuference io we draw from the !IUth v. as 

to the authorship of this book? 
Is this feast of Purim still kft^t wj ■mwot.^ >&*. 
Jews with its origVniX icfc\^o x - T5>.^-7^ 
day is still nominaWj o\iae.^«A,\»a.^ y-™ 5 ^ 
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What ii said in conclusion of the power of _ 
ueros and of the greatness of Mordecai? 

Would the glory of this mighty Potentate ha\ _ 
been in a great measure forgotten had it not 
been preserved in this humble bat inspired 
history 1 

What is the grand moral lesson taught by the 
general scope of this narrative ? Ps. 37. 12» 13* 
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